Happy Thanksgiving to each and every one of you!

With the Holidays upon us and the youth having days off from school now
would be a wonderful time to start a reading program. Any Auxiliary

member can be a “Reading Buddy” which is the member listening to children
read. Host a Reading Buddy event at your post with hot chocolate,

cookies and a good book. Be familiar with the “Patriotism through Literacy”
book list. 25-26Patriotismthroughliteracylist.pdf Check to learn if the local
library has some of these books or if not consider suggesting donating some
from the Auxiliary.

Holidays can be an especially difficult time for shut-ins and those away from
home. Invite Youth Groups to help with filling boxes for our Troops, those in
need, holiday food drives, placing Wreaths at a Wreaths Across America
Ceremony (Dec. 13), coloring wreaths for Veteran or hospital patient shut-ins.
A note from a child to help someone feel not forgotten will be 2 fold rewarded.

Remember to encourage youth to participate in the “lllustrating

America Contest” illustrating_america_art_ (5).pdf This contest s for
students in grades K- 8 and is a great way to introduce future Young American
Creative Patriotic Art Contest entries. Speak with the school Art teacher if
available and see if you can get them to include this contest into their
curriculum by having students draw, paint or color a patriotic picture. Place
[llustrating America contest applications at Art Stores or Libraries to reach a
wider audience.

Please use the NEW Youth “Acts of Kindness Certificates” to show good deeds
and acts of citizenship do not go unnoticed. Look for students that go out
of their way to be kind and helpful. youth_act_of_kindness_cit (4).pdf

As always, carry the R.A.P. cards and a small American Flag pin with you so
when you notice a child honoring a veteran or saluting a flag they may be
rewarded on the spot. Positive reinforcement goes a long way.

Encourage involvement from an early age in all Auxiliary Programs. Help the
Youth of today to remember the VFW Auxiliary as they grow- they may be the
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members in our future ensuring our flag and patriotic holidays will be
preserved.

Remember to use #Reading Buddy, #AZ2526Youth whenever you put
something up on social media.



