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President Johnnie DeBoard's Message

Thank you to everyone in the Department of Arizona
who attended Winter Conference. National President
Jane Reape truly enjoyed all of you. Everyone who
participated in the Aisle of Flags did an amazing job.
Jane said it was the longest she has gone through. 

The National Mid Year was held Jan 22nd - Jan 27th
and this year was a Mexican Riviera Cruise with stops
in Cabo San Lucas and Ensenada. The Department

Presidents were treated to a special trip in Ensendada to see a natural
blowhole, do some shopping and have lunch. There was also a National
Council meeting. National Mid Year is held in a different place each year that is
selected by the National President. All Auxiliary as well as VFW members and
guests are welcomed to buy in to the trip each year. There were 10 of us from

http://www.vfwauxaz.org


Arizona attending this years' Mid Year (see photo below). It's a great way to
meet other Auxiliary and VFW members from across the United States.

The last 3 MIT'S are this month. If your Auxiliary haven't attended one yet,
please do so. They are very informative and each auxiliary must have at least
one member attend one in order to qualify for the Outstanding Auxiliary
Award. 

If I can be of any assistance to any of you please call or email me.

Department Announcements

*Member Involvement Trainings from 9-3
Date and Places:

 2/4 at Post 9400 - 840 E. Purdue Ave.,
Phoenix
 2/11 at Post 6271 – 233 E. 5th St.,
Benson
 2/25 at Post 1677 – 111 E. 2nd St., Casa Grande

Come to any training that works for your schedule. 
Feel free to come to more than one! These are the last trainings for this

program year!

**Incoming President Bambi Johnson's shirt can now be ordered. See the flyer
at the end of the newsletter. Must have your order in by April 6th to receve
your shirt at State Convention.

***Western Conference information can be found on www.vfwauxaz.org under
Log in/Members Only. Once you are logged in, you will see a Western
Conference link. Click on that for access to the Western Conference 2022
Roster, Nov Audit, Treasurer's Report and Minutes from the meeting held in
Portland on November 4th. Also available here is the Jan 2023 Western
Conference newsletter.

http://www.vfwauxaz.org


****The National Convention will be here in Phoenix and it seems like we
have lots of time to plan but it will creep up on us fast.   The Department is
basically tasked with providing manpower.  Volunteers to give directions, watch
over Patriotic Art items, assist members with registration and assist with setting
up the meeting room. If you have mobility issues, we’ll find a place for
you.   Want to keep moving around, we’ll find a place for you.  Can only
volunteer in the morning, we’ll find a place for you. Only coming for one day,
we’ll find a place for you.
Ready, Set, Go!  Let’s make Arizona proud by having the best volunteer group
ever!  Shoot either of us an email and just let us know you’ll be available.    
Convention Chairman Kim Sloan and Co Chairman Janae Kemery

*****National Convention Housing for the 124th VFW National Convention in
Phoenix opens Feb. 17, 2023. Booking information will be available on that
date.

National News

National has launched BenefitHub. This is
a FREE discount marketplace that offers

deals on thousands of brands in
categories like entertainment, restaurants,

apparel and more.

It is very easy to get started.
1) Visit vfwauxiliary.benefithub.com or click
on the Member Benefits section of the

homepage at vfwauxiliary.org. Scroll down to the Member Benefits icon at the
bottom of the page, Additional Benefits, BenefitHub.
2) Scroll down and select "Sign up" to establish an account. 
3) Enter the Auxiliary referral code: HDDLQA 
4) Complete your free registration.
5) Explore a world of discounts and start saving today!
 

Questions? Contact BenefitHub at 1-866-664-4621 or
email customercare@benefithub.com.

National Ambassador's Blog
Articles

Below are links to Blog Articles written by the
National Ambassadors. Each month that the
Ambassadors post information on the
National Blog, it will be in the next Department newsletter. These articles will
also be on each program's page on the Department webpage -
www.vfwauxaz.org

Scholarship - Making Dreams Come True
Veterans and Family support - Turning the Corner

https://vfwauxiliary.benefithub.com/Welcome?ReturnUrl=%2f
http://www.vfwauxiliary.org
mailto:customercare@benefithub.com
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships-making-dreams-come-true/
https://vfwauxiliary.org/veterans-family-support-turning-the-corner/


Click here to read about the history of the National
Home

National President's Visit

National President Jane Reape visited the
Department the weekend of January 13th - 15th.
She arrived into Phoenix on Thursday evening
and spent Friday morning with Auxiliary and
VFW members in the Old Town area of
Scottsdale. That evening, she along with
members, paid a visit to the USS Arizona
Memorial Gardens at Salt River (more
information on the Gardens is below). Saturday
started with the Aisle of Flags (thanks to all
those auxiliaries who participated in this event)
and then was spent at Department training,
lunch with the students, the Heal Her Art
program and the banquet for the Voice of Democracy and Patriot Pen awards.
National President Jane spent Sunday morning at Mass before heading for the
airport. Her visit was enjoyed by all those who could attend Winter Conference.

USS Arizona Memorial Gardens at Salt River

This memorial is located at 7455 North Pima Road between Great Wolf Lodge
Arizona and Salt River Fields at Talking Stick. The Memorial Gardens is a 5
acre development that features a piece of the original boathouse of the USS
Arizona that sank at Pearl Harbor in 1941. The Gardens is free to the public.
The Memorial lights come on at dusk each day. Below is more information on
the Memorial or you can go to discoversaltriver.com to read more about the
Memorial Gardens. If you have never visited, it is a wonderful place to see.

https://vfwnationalhome.org/about-us/history/
http://www.discoversaltriver.com




Department Secretary /Treasurer
Kim Sloan

Donations
Below is a screen shot of the donations that can
be made through MALTA.   Note “Donations” –
these are not mandates, they are not
requirements, there is no penalty for not donating, there is no credit for making
a donation.  
BUT consider what your donations do –
             Cancer Aid & Research – your donations fund the grants that are
given to members fighting cancer.   Without your continued donations this
program will run out of funds eventually.  $2 per member based on the June
30 membership is requested, BUT give what you can.  Every dollar helps!
             Health & Happiness – these funds are held by the Auxiliary for
support of the National Home.  The Auxiliary has multiple buildings on campus
that we maintain much like we donate to the Arizona House.    25¢ per
member based on the June 30 membership is requested, BUT give what you
can.  Every penny helps!
             Patriotic Art – These donations are used to fund the scholarships
given out under the Young American Creative Patriotic Art
program.   Ultimately, we would like enough to make this a self sustaining fund,
but we have a ways to go.  Give what you can, Every dollar helps!
             Continuing Education - your donations fund the grants that are given
to members that want to pursue their education.  One scholarship in every
conference is awarded.  Wouldn’t it be nice to give more than one, or to
increase the scholarship amounts?  No specific amount is requested, so give
what you can, Every dollar helps!
             National President’s Special Project – these donations will be used
to fund the Patriotic Art 3D scholarships.  It was decided that it was too difficult
to judge 2D art alongside 3D art, so we’ve started a separate scholarship fund
with separate judging.  Give what you can, Every dollar helps!

 



DELEGATES
District Conventions are all in April this year so delegates/alternates should be
elected at the MARCH auxiliary meeting.  Instructions and Forms will be in the
March newsletter and posted to the website. That Delegate List needs to be
sent to the DISTRICT SECRETARY.

Department Delegates/Alternates should be elected at the Auxiliary APRIL
meeting. Instructions and Forms will be in an upcoming newsletter and posted
to the website.  That Delegate List needs to be sent to the DEPARTMENT
CREDENTIALS CHAIRMAN AND THE DEPARTMENT SECRETARY.  

Delegates/Alternates to the National Convention must be elected at the
Auxiliary April meeting.  Then the Auxiliary Secretary will enter in
MALTA.  MALTA will not allow the Secretary to enter them prior to April 1, so
don’t even try.  

Happenings at the Districts
(Any events listed without times, please contact the Auxiliary

President for more information)

District 1
District Meetings - start at 11 am:

4/16 at Post 2357 in Bouse

Other District Happenings:
2/14 - Valentines Day Dinner at Auxiliaries 2357, 6790 & 8242
3/17 - St. Pats Day Corned Beef & Cabbage at Auxiliaries 2357, 6790 &
8242

Aux 769 (Quartzsite):
2/6 - Legends Show starting at 3 pm (flyer below)
3/10 - Veteran Stand Down in Parker starting at 9 am

Aux 2357 (Bouse):
2/12 - Superbowl party
3/15 - Toga Party

District 2
District Meetings - start at 11 am

4/22 at Post 1709 in Flagstaff

Aux 10227 (Prescott Valley):
2/12 Superbowl Steak Fry starting at 2 pm
4/1 Bowl-a-thon starting at 10 am

District 3
District Meetings -School of instruction at 9 am with meeting at 10am

2/4 at Post 12098 in Buckeye



4/29 at Post 1433 in Glendale

Aux 1433 (Glendale):
Steak Fry on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 5-7 pm
2/14 - Valentine Day Cards
2/18 - Mardi Gras
3/23 - Post 97th Birthday

Aux 12098 (Buckeye):
2/23 - Career Fair
3/4 - Veterans Lift-Up

District 4
District Meetings- start at 10 am

4/23 at Post 720 in Phoenix

Aux 720 (Maricopa):
All Activities are on hold until repairs at the Canteen are completed

 Every Friday Bake Sale and Jack of Hearts Drawing at 6 pm
 First Fridays with food trucks at 5pm and comedy show starting at 7 pm 
Monthly Auxiliary meeting is the second Tuesday at 6 pm
Sunday brunch 11 am-2 pm each week
Taco Tuesday featuring Navajo Tacos 2-8 pm each week
Wednesdays are Poker & Darts League Night – serving dinner

Aux 1760 (Mesa):
Wednesday Pool Nights at 7 pm
Every Thursday Queen of Hearts at 7 pm
Monthly Auxiliary meeting is the second Saturday at 1 pm
11/11 - participating in the East Valley Veterans parade starting at 11 am

Aux 1796 (Black Canyon City):
2nd Tuesdays is Auxiliary meeting at 6 pm
Wednesday nights- music night at 6pm
Friday "Fun" meals for $8 4:30- 6pm or until sold out
Saturdays- Karaoke from 3-6 pm
2/3 - Navajo Tacos starting at 4:30 pm

Aux 3513 (Scottsdale):
Sunday Brunch is held Sundays at 1 pm
Queen of Hearts and 50/50 every Wednesday along with Dinners at 5
pm
Every Thursday is Fried Chicken at 5 pm
Friday nights- Jack of Hearts and Fish Fry night at 5 pm
Ongoing Cat Rescue program – https://www.azbw.com/vfw-cat-rescue
Second Sunday at 1 pm is monthly Auxiliary meeting
2/12 - Superbowl Party all day

Aux 3632 (Tempe):
Ongoing, we have boxes set out at both Tempe American Legion Posts
collecting quarters to fund raise for the Arizona Veterans Home
Sundays at American Legion Post 138 – Music by Trevor, Meat Raffle,
and Lunch Specials for $5 made by Chef Stolie. Boxes for the Troops
fundraiser

https://www.azbw.com/vfw-cat-rescue


2nd Saturdays at 1 pm at American Legion post 2 is Auxiliary monthly
meeting
2/14 & 3/17 - Delivering cupcakes and cards to the Az Veteran's Home

Aux 9400 (Sunny Slope):
Every Saturday- Queen of Hearts at 4:30 pm
1st Tuesday at 4:30 pm is Auxiliary monthly meeting

District 5
District Meetings- start at 10 am

4/22 at Post 549 in Tucson

Other District Happenings:
2/12 - Aux 549, 4903, 5990 & 12054 participating in Grave Beautification
at various cemeteries starting at 10 am
3/15 & 16 - Aux 549, 4903, 5990 & 10254 participating in Tucson Stand
Down

Aux 549 (Tucson):
2/11 - Poker Party starting at 5 pm (flyer below)
3/18 - Paddle Auction starting at 1 pm

Aux 5990 (Marana):
2/10 - Love of Reading
2/19 - Italian dinner starting at 4 pm (flyer below)
3/19 - Corn Beef Dinner

Aux 10254 (Three Points):
2/5 - Vaccine Clinic
2/18 - Poker Ride Steak Dinner
2/25 & 26 - Desert Fest Band & Wrestling
3/25 - Animal Rescue

District 6
District Meetings- start at 11 am

4/8 at Post 1704 in Globe

Aux 9907 (Show Low):
First Sunday of month - Breakfast at Post

District 7
District Meetings- start at 10 am

4/23 at Post 9972 in Sierra Vista

Aux 9972 - (Sierra Vista):
2/10 - Auxiliary crockpot dinner starting at 5:30 pm
2/12 - Superbowl Party starting at 4:30 pm
2/17 - Steak Fry at Post starting at 5:30 pm

District 8
District Meetings- School of Instruction at 10 am with meetings at 11 am



4/16 at Post 10005 in Bullhead City

Other District Happenings-
2/17- Veterans Resource Fair in Bullhead City (flyer below)
3/25 - Troop Box Convoy in Lake Havasu City (flyer below)
4/15- Awards dinner- Time to be determined
5/5 - Veterans Resource Fair in Kingman (flyer below)

Aux 404- (Mohave Valley):
2/14 - Valentine's dinner starting at 5 pm (flyer below)
3/11-President Johnnie's Homecoming Celebration starting at 4 pm

         (flyer below)

Aux 9401 - (Lake Havasu City):
3/25 - Spring Fling starting at 3 pm (flyer below)

Aux 9833 - (Dolan Springs):
2/18 - Celebration of life for Fred Stilt starting at 12 pm (flyer below)

Aux 11014- (Meadview):
Food Bank every Tuesday

District 10
District Meetings- start at 10 am

2/18 -4H Rifle Soot at 720
2/24,25 & 26 - 4H Rifle Shoot at Casa Grande
4/16 at Post 3713 in Coolidge

Other District Happenings-
3/25 - Welcome Home Vietman Veterans Day at Mt. View Cemetery
(flyer below)
4/1-District PDiC/PDiP Dinner at Post 9399 in Apache Junction starting
at 4 pm

Aux 1677 (Casa Grande):
2/1 - Valentine Tree & purchasing Valentines in honor of Veterans
3/11 - County Air Rifle Shoot

Aux 7968 (Apache Junction):
2/17 - Feather Party starting at 5 pm
3/17 - Feather Party starting at 5 pm

Aux 9399 (Apache Junction):
2/3 - Feather Party starting at 5 pm
2/4 - Big Band Swing Memories starting at 4 pm
2/21 - Crawfish boil starting at 4:15 pm (flyer below)

Legislative
Jeanne Hampton

Proposition 130 passed in the November 2022
General Election. This is the % of Veteran Disability



off the Veteran’s State of Arizona Property Taxes-
after meeting certain criteria such as the letter of
disability % from the VA, the application, the Veteran
applying in person, and each county has an
allowance for the Veteran’s income. Visit your County
Assessor’s website or call their office to learn how
this applies to Veterans in your county. Deadline to
apply differs by County- most applications due by
the end of February. A list of each of the Arizona
County Assessor sites and phone contacts has been
added to the VFWAuxAZ.org website under
Programs, Legislation and Proposition 130 Prop130information.pdf
(vfwauxaz.org) 
While preparing this article one was found under the “Be Connected” Arizona
site:
https://azdor.gov/sites/default/files/media/PROPERTY_AssessorContacts.pdf
Look to “Exemptions”. 

In January, the new VFW Priority Goals were announced. Please look to
PriorityGoalsBrochure.pdf (azureedge.net) to learn how the VFW will focus
advocacy for Veterans in the upcoming year.

The 2023 VFW Legislative Conference will be taking place March 5-9, 2023 in
Washington D.C. This is where all the cumulative efforts of the VFW and
Auxiliary are made known to Congress when the VFW storms Capitol Hill to
advocate as a presence as to *why* we should be heard. All the collective
volunteer hours, dollars spent, membership numbers, program activities are an
integral part of that movement and why each should be noted on your VFW’s
Community Service Report.

Just released the VFW Fact Sheet. Everything we do is in effort to advocate for
our Veterans! Learn more at: 2023 VFW Legislative Conference -
VFW Tentative Agenda: Legislative-Agenda-2023-Tentative.pdf
(azureedge.net)

VFW Action Corps Weekly, new edition each Monday, to learn of current
Veteran Legislation and how we, as Auxiliary and VFW Members, advocate for
our Veterans, Military and their families. Act on the “Action Alerts” by clicking
on the notices- a prewritten, VFW approved message goes directly to the
Representatives needing to know the VFW actively supports the Legislation
and is calling the representative to action. Sign up and VFW Action Corps
Weekly will be delivered to your inbox each Monday. Action Center
(votervoice.net)

Thank you to those Auxiliaries that have sent a Legislation Project
Report. Advocacy is why we exist as the VFW Auxiliary. It is easier than you
might think- it IS what we do. If your Auxiliary is interested in how it may have
already completed a Legislation worthy project to report, let’s have a
conversation!

Historian/Media
Olga Knock &
Dallas Emery

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
https://vfwauxaz.org/uploads/documents/Prop130information.pdf
https://azdor.gov/sites/default/files/media/PROPERTY_AssessorContacts.pdf
https://vfworg-cdn.azureedge.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/PriorityGoalsBrochure.pdf?la=en&v=1&d=20230103T155929Z
https://vfworg-cdn.azureedge.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Media-and-Events/Press-Room/VFWFactSheet.pdf?la=en&v=1&d=20221222T210225Z
https://www.vfw.org/media-and-events/events/vfw-legislative-conference/2023-vfw-legislative-conference
https://vfworg-cdn.azureedge.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Media-and-Events/Events/2023-Legislative-Conference/Legislative-Agenda-2023-Tentative.pdf?v=1&d=20221129T203716Z&la=en
https://votervoice.net/VFW/Register?user=nzvqpqX0_g8Zhb10RlR12Q


While you are taking pictures for your
Auxiliary/Post, do not forget the handy dandy
tool called by many names including, but not
limited to a “thumb drive”. These can be used
(plugged into) your phone to store pictures.
Those same pictures can then be transferred to
a computer for storage, or kept on the thumb
drive to be used in an electronic scrapbook.

Portable history!

Thumb drives are a very inexpensive (cheap) way of gaining additional
storage. They can be used for storing files if you don’t have very much memory
on your computer/tablet/phone. Articles written for newsletters can be saved to
a thumb drive so you have the article with you to show to others. Portable
advertising!

You can download the information/application needed for signing up new
members to a thumb drive so it’s always available. Portable membership!

Most newer printers have the capability to print from a thumb drive. This gives
you the ability to print whatever is necessary from the thumb drive in order to
work more efficiently for your Auxiliary.

Auxiliary Community Outreach
Irene Nowacki &

Amy Bennett

Happy February to all.

It was great to get to see and speak with so many of
you at Winter Conference. If you were not able to make it unfortunately, you

missed out on the opportunity of meeting our National President Jane Reape.

Do not fear though, you will get the opportunity to meet her again when
National Convention is here in Phoenix next year as we watch our very own

Kim Harney move her way up the chairs to that prestigious position.

How are you all doing? Are you getting your reports in? Are you showing that
your Auxiliary is an Outstanding Auxiliary! We are still in need of reports from
quite a few Auxiliaries. So far we have only received 12. If you need any help
please let us know. It is never looked down upon to ask for some assistance.

That is why we are here. We are coming ever closer to our report deadlines.
Please make sure that you are putting in every effort to get them

accomplished. We look forward to receiving your program reports. Keep up the
good work.

 
Happy Valentine’s Day



Hospital
Lynn Pierre

Here is a huge thank you to all the
dedicated VFW Auxiliary members and

volunteers who made the holidays and post-holidays better for our hospitalized
and shut-in Veterans. You are amazing!

As we move into February, we have the opportunity to make Valentine’s Day a
bright one for all as well. This is a fun time to involve our youth in making and
decorating cards, creating Poppy baskets for gifts and/or helping these folks to
read or write.  The smiles they share with you and all your volunteers will make
every effort worthwhile.

Please remember to document every volunteer and the total number of each
person’s hours. The form needed to award these folks who have the
appropriate number of hours donated can be found on the VFW Auxiliary
National page at VFWAuxiliary.org. Please fill out the form completely and
send it to me for processing through National.

It is extremely important that we recognize those individuals who go above and
beyond to help our hospitalized or stay-at-home Veterans and an award
luncheon or party to hand out the service pins is appropriate. Also, if you have
non-VFW Auxiliary volunteers, (which is impressive), there is a separate form
on the National VFW Auxiliary site, (VFWAuxiliary.org) to help get them
service pins as well.
 
As you all move forward, please remember to let me know about those new,
innovative ways you have produced to serve our veterans. Many of our folks
have spent many years in a VA Home or hospital and see the same efforts
from us every year. The challenge this year is to come  up with some
innovative ideas to celebrate our heroes and heroines. Please share those
ideas to help everyone try something new. Again, try to keep or women
veterans in mind and do something aimed at helping them out as well.

Finally, sometimes just a Thank You or Thinking of You card will perk up a
Veteran beyond imagination. It only takes a moment and can mean the world!

Chief of Staff
Carol Lee McElwain
HAPPY VALENTINES

I know each and every one of you is a
Sweetheart. I know this because we all love our
Veterans and support them in every way. I
believe the Veterans in the Posts are proud of
their Auxiliaries when they are given recognition for showing the
support that our Programs are designed to do. 

Maybe, a little housekeeping reminding everyone that we have two

http://www.vfwauxiliary.org
http://www.vfwauxiliary.org


months left in our “year”. Let’s look at the reports that are needed to
achieve those recognitions. Are your PARs being reported in a timely
manner and using the correct form? Are your project reports sent to
the correct chairman for credit? Are you attending trainings and
District meeting and are those being reported to Department? All
these things count for something and if your Auxiliary is doing the
work, then let’s make sure you are getting the credit.

If you have questions or need help just ask, there are so many
people that can help you achieve the credit. Remember there are a lot
of members out there and maybe one or two of them can help, just
ask.
 

Remember: Together Everyone Achieves More.

 Youth
Becky Baldwin

Department Wide Grave
Beautification Day- Sunday 2/12/2023

 
Some Question have come my way in preparation for the Grave Beautification-

Q: How many graves do we need to clean? A: There is no minimum and no
maximum, clean as many as you and your team can do.

Q: Do I need to buy a bunch of cleaning supplies? A: NO! Please review the
brochure and visit https://www.cem.va.gov/hmm/cleaning.asp Most of the
graves can be cleaned with just water and a soft brush like a toothbrush. If
soap is needed the VA recommends liquid Ivory Soap.

Q: There is water listed on the supply list who buys it? A: It is up to the
Auxiliary/District or why not reach out to the community for donations.

Q: We have members that can not bend and kneel to clean how can we
complete this? A: This is a YOUTH project! Your young people should be
doing the actual cleaning. Auxiliary and Comrades are there to help, support,
teach. If your members can not bend, kneel then have them in charge of the
water table or filling out the log.

Q: I am a member of one Auxiliary, but another Auxiliary is doing the cleaning
closer to my home, where do I go? A: Go where you want. It is not about MY
Auxiliary or YOUR Auxiliary; it is about the State of Arizona Auxiliaries showing
our love for our veterans!

 
Love of Reading Week is in February! Reach out to your local schools to sign
up to read a few patriot books to classrooms. Think about donating to the
school or local library. Check out the suggest book list on the department
website.

Buddy Poppy/National Home

https://www.cem.va.gov/hmm/cleaning.asp


Sue Bancroft &
Sandi Shuman

Happy New Year everyone. We’re half way
through our fiscal year and going strong. Thank
you all for all your hard work. 

I’ve received many wonderful Project Reports and I can see that many of you
have very creative minds and excited members that are ready to help. Looking
at the Outstanding Auxiliary Report, I can see that there are many more of you
that have not sent in reports. Now is the time to get it in gear and document all
you have been working so hard on. 

And don’t forget that there will be a National Citation to every Auxiliary that
hosts an activity and/or event that shows how “Buddy” Poppy and the VFW
National Home impact each other. You’ll find the complete criteria in the
National Program Book at vfwauxaz.org under resources on page 21. 

The “Buddy” Poppy/National Home can and should be promoted throughout
the year and either as a separate event or in conjunction with another program
event. Unfortunately, I often hear that Auxiliary members don’t really
understand exactly what the National Home is or how it relates to us locally. 

The VFW National Home is where veterans and/or their families can find help
and remain together keeping the family circle intact. These needs may include
reintegration, post-traumatic Stress, high unemployment and rehabilitation from
battlefield injuries. Sometimes families just need a fresh start. These families
can live there rent-free for up to four years with access to professional care
and on-site child care. Through it all, they are given the help and skills they
need to be able to help themselves.  

It is open to families of active-duty personnel, veterans and descendants of
members of the VFW and VFW Auxiliary. The only thing that is asked is that
they be committed to making changes in their lives to reach their full potential.
Even those not living at the National Home can receive help through their help
lines 24/7. There is so much more to the story so please check it out in the
National Program Guide or by visiting the National Home website at
www.vfwnationalhome.org

For ideas on how to plan your event, you might check other Auxiliary’s
Facebook pages and newsletters. Also, don’t forget to attend your district
meetings to share stories with your Auxiliary sisters and brothers.
Hope to see and hear some great new ideas and projects…and have fun with
it.

Membership
Brenda &

Doug Kinghorn

VFW Auxiliary Member Benefits - Have

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwnationalhome.org


you or your Auxiliary members used any of
the membership benefits that are available to our members? 
 

Stars and Stripes Loyalty Accidental Death Insurance
Auto and Home Insurance
Long Term Care Insurance
Medicare Supplement Insurance
Dental and Vision Insurance
Critical Cancer Insurance
BenefitHub
Cancer Grants
 Hearing Plans

 
Personal Benefits -
 

Veteran & Military Support – Anyone with a heart for veterans can count
their membership as an important way to stand with veterans and the
military community on Capitol Hill and in local legislative battles affecting
them.
Networking – Through local and national events, members have the
chance to meet people from all walks of life and many career
backgrounds, creating a vast network of people who are passionate
about veterans, active-duty military and their families.
Friendships – The camaraderie gained from serving together for a cause
that is close to everyone’s heart leads to lifelong friendships and a strong
network of support.
Personal Fulfillment – Longtime volunteers will be the first to tout the
benefits of serving others and the sense of personal fulfillment it brings.
The organization offers multiple avenues for service, such as hospital
volunteering and the adoption of military units.
Personal Growth & Development – We offer multiple ways for members
to acquire skills, such as leadership, fundraising, event planning and
community outreach.
Cancer Grants – After one year of continuous membership, members
who are battling cancer may be eligible for a grant to help cover
expenses.

 
Service Benefits -

VFW National Veterans Service – A network of highly-trained
professionals are available to identify the benefits you may be eligible for
and assist you in filing a claim. These services are available at no cost to
veterans and their dependents.
VFW Auxiliary EMagazine – Published 6 times a year, this magazine will
keep you informed about what members are doing nationwide, as well as
exciting events and national programs.
Insurance Benefits – The VFW Auxiliary sponsors discounted policies for
life, health, accident, long-term care and dental, along with many other
benefit plans.
Discount Shopping – Get access to discounts on products and services
that are important to you – including local offers!
VFW Store – A wide variety of VFW Auxiliary and other patriotic products
are available at www.vfwstore.org.
Financial Services – Credit cards and certain financial services are
available through USAA by calling 1-866-575-2859.

http://vfwauxiliary.amwins.com/content/stars-and-stripes-accidental-death-coverage
http://vfwauxiliary.amwins.com/insurance-plans/auto-and-homeowners-insurance
http://vfwauxiliary.amwins.com/insurance-plans/long-term-care-insurance
http://vfwauxiliary.amwins.com/insurance-plans/medicare-supplement-plans
http://vfwauxiliary.amwins.com/content/dental-plans
http://vfwauxiliary.amwins.com/content/critical-cancer-illness-plan
https://vfwauxiliary.benefithub.com/
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/FILLABLE-Cancer-Grant-Application-8-2018.pdf
https://www.truhearing.com/vfwa/
http://www.vfwstore.org


Americanism
Lori Schaeffler

It is time to get back to the basics and teach our
nation’s future leaders the true meaning of
patriotism. In doing so, we will create awareness
among parents and educators about the importance
of bringing patriotism to the forefront in the
classroom and the community. Have you contacted a school and asked them if
you could?
 
Arizona Department Wide Grave Beautification Day- Sunday 2/12/2023
 
Let’s all partner up with Youth, Americanism, Veterans and Family Support and
other programs   Let’s be TEAM AZ and all work together to make this very
successful event.
 
We all remember the SWAP. Stephen Doherty our National Americanism
Chairman reminded me that it’s time to bring this back up and remind us to
share our ideas. Talk up your ideas the old-fashioned way! Go to a District,
Department or County Council meeting, Conference or Convention and chat
with fellow members about what you did, how you did it, what worked, what
didn’t, and what may work for others in the future!
 
Answer questions, but also exchange ideas for the future that might improve
upon what you’ve done and help them to have the same positive experience
your Auxiliary did.  When you share your Auxiliary’s ideas and another
Auxiliary runs with them, that’s a successful Auxiliary SWAP!
#AuxSWAP #auxiliarypatriotism
Please use the hashtags on social media so we can share our ideas.

There are many ways to honor veterans beyond telling them “thank you for
your service “. Listed below I have shared a couple of ideas:

Tell your children and grandchildren about the veterans in your family. My
son constantly asks his Dad to share his Army stories with his
friends. Believe me, it works as it opens a line of communication for
others to share.
Invite Veterans, active duty, military, first responders and their families to
your post.
Remember we have the presidents day coming up. It’s a great time to
share some history of what presidents day means. Have some board
games ready for the children and adults. And of course, some fun treats.
Ask the veteran to share with you a song that really resonates with them,
possibly have it played. It opens a new friendship when you really listen
to what they have to say and remember to say thank you.
Present a certificate of appreciation or recognition to a local business or
one to the neighbors that display their American flag. Present a
certificate in recognition of those displaying the POW MIA flag. They will
be honored to be recognized for being a patriotic American.



And of course always wear your red shirt on Friday and wear patriotic
clothing. You can never have too much pride for your country

Scholarships
Janice Robertson

Happy Valentines Day!

Congratulations to the winners from Arizona: Voice of Democracy, Vivian
Chang from District 10 Post #7401 and Patriots Pen, Avery Hicks from
District 8 Post #9833.   They will both make Arizona Proud!

Warning!! Deadline approaching. Warning!!

VFW Auxiliary National Continuing Educational Grant open to all VFW
Auxiliary members, their spouse, son, or daughter due on February 15th
2023. This is a grant from National in the amount of $1000 in each of the four
conferences and the applications go to directly to National. Please if any
Auxiliary member is interested in continuing their education get these
applications to Headquarters as soon as possible.

Please keep encouraging our youth with their Young American Creative
Patriotic Arts projects. We have 2 contests they can enter. Deadlines for
these are March 31st to a sponsoring VFW Auxiliary and April 15th (Just like
our taxes) to Department. Please get them to me at PO Box 728 Bouse, AZ
85325 or call me at 928-580-8872. We can make arrangements to get together
if you do not wish to send them through the mail.
Students may enter both contests. But a complete application form needs to be
filled out for each entry.
Young American Creative Patriotic Arts, This is two-dimensional art on
canvas or paper. Open to grades 9, 10,11, and 12 due March 31, 2023. All
entries MUST be matted in white, if on paper. Original art please. First place
winner receives $15,000.
Young American Creative Patriotic Arts Contest 3-Dimensional Art. This is
our new contest. So let’s get promoting or better yet, let’s get participation in
this contest. It is also the National citation on our program reports. National first
place gets $2,500.

Dept. of Arizona VFW Auxiliary Educational Grant - open to any Arizona
Auxiliary member due to me by April 1st, 2023. Are there any of you that want
to go back to school continue your education? Applicant must be a current
member of an Arizona VFW Auxiliary AND must be 18 years of age or
older. Maybe we can get new members if they want to go back to school.
Winner of this grant receives $1000 from Department.

Talk to High School Seniors and Home schoolers. See if they want to apply for
this year’s Merit Scholarship.
Dept. of Arizona VFW Auxiliary Merit Scholarship - open to High School
student that is graduating in 2023- son, daughter, sister, brother, grandson,
granddaughter of an Arizona VFW or VFW Auxiliary member. also due to me
by April 1st of 2023. Winner receives $1000 for this scholarship.

Also, we need to increase the Young American Creative Patriotic Arts, and



the 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art escrow accounts. Let’s get out and do
some fund raising for the youth of our Nation.

Please send me your project reports. I do not have very many at this time. We
do the job we need to get the credit.

Veterans and Family Support
Melissa Martin &

Connie Hargreaves

February is here and we are coming to the
end of our reporting year. So far, 15 have
sent in project reports. Please remember that this is no longer end of the year
reports, after your event or program, write a paragraph, attach pictures if you
have them and send in your report. This way it should only take 10-15 minutes
to complete your project report instead of having a bunch to do at the end of
March.

Interesting point, at a recent Health Fair for Veterans and community, I asked
why there promotional material still used the long crisis/suicide number instead
of 988, I and her co-person at the table were taken back by her answer. “Why
would we use that, it’s only for Veterans”. Wow, the person was from a local
hospital. Only 38% of people know about the new number to make it easier to
reach out for help. Please continue to put that number out, maybe put it on the
back of your business cards on your next order.

There are many pages, podcasts, videos and zoom education for our veterans
on www.va.gov Please take time to go through this site to see what is offered
to veterans and active duty; education, classes, jobs, health news, caregiving
information. It is a plethora of items to help veterans and their families.

Reach out also to your local care facilities and non-profits that provide
information for information and preparation for losing your loved ones. Death
does not always give a warning and your financial stability can change
desperately or cause hardship do to surviving member needs. Have that
discussion no matter what age, young or old. Reach out also and tell someone
you care, you love them and be that friend that cares.

Swap ideas. Start an unmet needs fund for your members. It doesn’t have to
be based on the restriction of Department or National. You know the needs
your members may face at change of disability, loss of loved one, loss of job,
loss of vehicle, damage due to nature of the home or just needing help to
access your home. Have a fund raiser, do a dinner to raise some restricted
funds. Create your rules for what you want to pay, how you provide the funds
to them, any restrictions you wish to place and maybe include an emergency
amount in your standing rules. Remember, your membership must vote and be
involved in the planning. 

Also, look at Arizona Charities information and application and the VFW
Unmet Needs program which is applied for on the VFW website by the
Veteran. Please note there is a difference whether before and after 2001 as

http://www.va.gov


well as to what it can or cannot be used on.

Please go to vfwauxaz.org for wording on 40 day challenge. At the start of
Lent, February 22nd and for the next 40 days, take an item you no longer use
out of your closet, drawers or storage boxes and place it in a large garbage
bag. At the end of lent, (40 days) take it to a local shelter. Also, you can do the
same with toiletries, soap wrapped in washcloth, underwear, and socks. Place
one item a day in the bag and utilize at local facilities both with veterans and
your community members and at Resource Fairs. Better yet, set it up at your
Post with their permission.

Please remember your caregivers, support them and let them know there is
help in the community and online if they need it.

#Happy Valentine's Day

http://www.vfwauxaz.org


Mentoring
Chrissy Harlan

In the words of the National Mentoring for
Leadership Ambassador Stephanie Krueger, “it
is time for all of us to step up, if we have not
already done so, and help at least one member
navigate the waters of our organization”.

Whether you consider yourself a Mentor, a Mentee or even both, informal
mentoring is a great way to spread the word of our organization. Another word
for informal mentoring is NETWORKING. 



Networking is simply talking and when we network with other Auxiliary
members at District and Department meetings and events, we spread our
knowledge and also gain knowledge and ideas from others. 

Networking puts Mentors and Mentees together in a relaxed atmosphere were
they can share. I challenge you to go to your next District meeting, one of the
remaining MIT’s and the Department Convention. While there, sit with
members from other auxiliaries during the meeting and at lunch or during
breaks. Ask questions about what works for them and share what works for
your auxiliary. If you do this, I guarantee that you will learn something even if
you have been a member for 50 years and you will likely mentor someone else
at the same time.! New ideas happen every day.

Has your auxiliary had an activity to show members how to find Mentees and
train them? Suggest a fun event to identify Mentors and Mentees that will lead
to information sharing and offer to assist with it. A few auxiliaries in our
Department have done game shows such as Jeopardy, Family Feud and
Clue. 

To identify Mentors and Mentees, try dividing members into teams that consist
of seasoned members, lightly seasoned members and newer members on
each team. Some auxiliaries are awarding prizes for the winning team or gifts
to all that participated. Make it fun and educational. If your auxiliary has not
planned a Mentoring for Leadership event yet speak up ang get one planned.

Set up an event to assist Mentees in MALTA and help them navigate the site
to find information on all kinds of topics. Get them logged into the Department
site at www.VFWAUXAZ.org and show them where to find things there.

Mentoring is a circle with no end. We were all once new and someone taught
us the ropes, we grew in the auxiliary and began mentoring others who grew
and began mentoring others,…
 
Set your auxiliary up for success for many years to come. Don’t wait; mentor
someone today.

http://www.fvwauxaz.org


Program Activity Reports
Melody Judd

melodyfaye@frontier.com

The PAR form can be found at www.vfwauxaz.org
under Resources/Program Activity Reports.

Auxiliaries have an option of what form they would
like to fill out, PDF or Excel that is emailed to me or
use the google doc (my favorite) that I get once you

have answered the question and hit the finish button.

Each month, the updated Monthly PAR recording sheet will be behind the login

http://www.vfwauxaz.org


on the Department webpage at www.vfwauxaz.org. Go to Login/Members
Only, sign in and then click on Program Activity Report.

A black x means that the PAR was done using this year's form, and a red x
means that the auxiliary used an old form from a previous year. For an auxiliary
to receive the “Arizona Outstanding Auxiliary Award” they must use the current
2022 -2023 PAR FORM.

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
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