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President Johnnie DeBoard's Message

What an amazing year this has been for the
Department of Arizona. The Auxiliaries have all done
wonderful things and most made 100% in membership.

I want to thank all the Chairmen and Co Chairmen for
always doing a wonderful job promoting your program
and being available to answer any questions a member
may have had. To the line officers thank you so much

for all your hard work - you are all awesome. A huge thank you to all the PDP'S
for the mentoring you have given me throughout this journey.

Although my year as your President is coming to an end, my passion for this
organization isn't. I'm always only a phone call away. I have truly been honored

http://www.vfwauxaz.org


to represent all of you on my travels. 

Bambi, you will do wonderful things for the Department and I will be right by
your side to help in any way you need. Thank you for a wonderful year. 

Hope to see you all at Department Convention. Have a safe and happy
Memorial Day. 

Department Announcements

*This is the last newsletter of the year. The
next one will be emailed on July 1st.

**District President's Training will be held
on May 20th at 10 am in Phoenix. More
information will go out to those elected to that
position after the April Conventions.

***State Convention dates are 6/1 - 6/4. See the flyer below for hotel, banquet
and APPC information.

****The National Convention - 7/22-7/27 will be here in Phoenix and it seems
like we have lots of time to plan but it will creep up on us fast.   The
Department is basically tasked with providing manpower.  Volunteers to give
directions, watch over Patriotic Art items, assist members with registration and
assist with setting up the meeting room. If you have mobility issues, we’ll find a
place for you.   Want to keep moving around, we’ll find a place for you.  Can
only volunteer in the morning, we’ll find a place for you. Only coming for one
day, we’ll find a place for you. Talk with Kim Sloan or Janae Kemery if
interested.

*****Western Conference is Nov 2nd- 5th in Salt Lake City. Conference and
Hotel Registration is now open. Deadline is Oct 16th. Cost of conference is
$175.00 and hotel is $139.00. Click here to download forms. Forms are also on
the Department webpage www.vfwauxaz.org under news/events.

The Department VFW Auxiliary would like to
welcome the newest VFW Post 12222 which is in
Oro Valley. Their first meeting will be May 2nd at 6
pm at the Catalina Elks Lodge. All VFW and
Auxiliary members are encouraged to attend and
welcome our newest VFW members.

Time is running out to make your
arrangements for State Convention

Convention is being held at Scottsdale Plaza
Resort from June 1 through June 4th.

https://vfwut.org/uploads/documents/Western Conference 2023/2023WesternConferenceRegistration,Tour,andInformation(Final).pdf
http://www.vfwauxaz.org


See the flyer for hotel and banquet information
Click here to book your room online. Be sure
to use the group code - 182943 to get the
discounted rate. The flyers are also on the
Department webpage - www.vfwauxaz.org
under new/events.

https://www.scottsdaleplaza.com/?utm_source=google-gbp&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gbp#/booking/step-1?depart=02%2F26%2F2023&arrive=02%2F25%2F2023
http://www.vfwauxaz.org










Sullivan Post/Auxiliary 2459 which is located in
Indiana recently lost their building due to a
tornado. Fortunately no one was hurt as those
who were in the building hid in the walk in
cooler. The Department of Indiana Auxiliary will
be making a donation to the auxiliary to help
them begin to recover. If your auxiliary would
like to send a donation, please make it out to Department of Indiana Auxiliary
and send it to the Department Treasurer Kassandra Osborn, 410 E. Dustman
Road, Bluffton, IN 46714. Thanks.

National News



*This year's Resolutions are behind log in
on the Department webpage at

www.vfwauxaz.org and will be on MALTA
in mid April. They will be voted on at the
2023 National Convention in Phoenix.

Please direct any questions you may have
about the resolutions to your Department

line officers.

**You can now register for National Convention. Go to www.vfwauxiliary.org
and log into your MALTA account. Click on events. Costs is $25 through May

31, 2023 and $40.00 at the convention.

***The Incoming National President's Celebration is on July 28th starting at 5
pm. Deadline to send in your money is July 14th. Flyer is below and can also

be found on www.vfwauxaz.org under news/events.

****The incoming National President's shirt is now available for purchase. Flyer
is below and can also be found on www.vfwauxaz.org under news/events.

*****CAFE 2023 will be held at the Golden Spike National Historical Park in
Utah on Sept 18th. Registration is open on MALTA from 6/1-8/18. Room
reservations can be made now. Flyer is below and can also be found on

www.vfwauxaz.org under news/events.

******Mid Year 2024 is a cruise leaving from Florida. Reserve your spot by
June 2023 with a $150 deposit. Reminder of trip is due by November 2023. All
are welcome! Flyer is below and can also be found on www.vfwauxaz.org
under news/events.

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwauxiliary.org
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwauxaz.org


National Ambassador's Blog
Articles

Below are links to Blog Articles written by the
National Ambassadors. Each month that the
Ambassadors post information on the
National Blog, it will be in the next Department newsletter. These articles will
also be on each program's page on the Department webpage -
www.vfwauxaz.org

http://www.vfwauxaz.org


Mentoring - Making a Difference
Scholarship - Keep the Momentum Going
VFS - Focusing on NVS
Youth - Teaching Kids and Teens about History

VFW National Home

The "gray days of winter" are nearing the end here at the
National Home, and we have kept ourselves pretty busy. From
assisting in moving in families from Texas and Utah, to saying

goodbye to a wonderful family who've purchased a house in Georgia, we kept the fires
burning, and the community we call Home has been quite active. Our Valentine's Dance
was a great success, and it was fun to watch the parents and children enjoy shaking off
the winter blues to some dance favorites. 
 
We are growing daily, both in filling homes, and filling hearts. Families are working hard to
increase their skills in relationships, parenting, budgeting, and time management. The
safety and security provided by our Home and its like-minded community makes it easy to
feel like you belong. The transition from a military lifestyle to a veteran/civilian lifestyle is
much smoother when you're supported by others who've made the journey or who are
walking the path with you.  
 
Spring is just around the corner. I can smell the fresh cut grass, and May flowers in bloom
by just thinking of it. There is so much planned for this summer that I can't wait for it to get
here. Thank you for all you do to make this magical place a success. We are blessed and
grateful for all we are able to do to support our Veterans and Families, and that's all
because of you. Happy Spring!  
 
Michael Wilson, SPHR
CSM, Army National Guard (ret)
Executive Director
VFW National Home

 

VFW Auxiliary License Plate Story

Carol Lee McElwain
Dept. Chief of Staff 2022-2023
District 2 Treasurer 3 years
Auxiliary Secretary, Past President 6 years
 
When I heard we could get a license plate for the Auxiliary, there was no
question in my mind of what I wanted. I wanted our Post number as we started
the Auxiliary in August 2014. We worked on getting members and having
meetings to get us ready for not quite 2 years. I joined under the eligibility of
my husband, Vern, Navy Vietnam Veteran; I had a choice however of which I
would join under. My father was a Navy WWII Veteran and oldest son Kirk was
a Navy Dessert Storm Veteran. I felt very proud of all of them. I am so proud of
my Husband and very honored to has his name as my eligible Veteran on my

https://vfwauxiliary.org/mentoring-for-leadership-making-a-difference/
https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships-keep-the-momentum-going/
https://vfwauxiliary.org/veterans-family-support-focusing-on-nvs/
https://vfwauxiliary.org/youth-activities-teaching-kids-teens-about-history/


Auxiliary application. I love having a VFW Auxiliary license plate on my car for
everyone to notice.

Department Secretary /Treasurer
Kim Sloan 



Happenings at the Districts
(Any events listed without times, please contact the Auxiliary

President for more information)

District meetings for the 2023-2024 year will be listed
in the July newsletter

District 1
District Meetings - start at 11 am:



District 2
District Meetings - start at 11 am

Aux 12128 (Williams):
5/13 - Golf Tournament starting at 8 am (flyer below)
6/10 - Gun Raffle with drawing on date listed (flyer below)

District 3
District Meetings -School of instruction at 9 am with meeting at 10am

Aux 1433 (Glendale):
Steak Fry on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 5-7 pm

District 4
District Meetings- start at 10 am

Aux 720 (Maricopa):
All Activities are on hold until repairs at the Canteen are completed

 Every Friday Bake Sale and Jack of Hearts Drawing at 6 pm
 First Fridays with food trucks at 5pm and comedy show starting at 7 pm 
Monthly Auxiliary meeting is the second Tuesday at 6 pm
Sunday brunch 11 am-2 pm each week
Taco Tuesday featuring Navajo Tacos 2-8 pm each week
Wednesdays are Poker & Darts League Night – serving dinner

Aux 1760 (Mesa):
Wednesday Pool Nights at 7 pm
Every Thursday Queen of Hearts at 7 pm
Monthly Auxiliary meeting is the second Saturday at 1 pm

Aux 1796 (Black Canyon City):
2nd Tuesdays is Auxiliary meeting at 6 pm
Wednesday nights- music night at 6pm
Friday "Fun" meals for $8 4:30- 6pm or until sold out
Saturdays- Karaoke from 3-6 pm

Aux 3513 (Scottsdale):
Sunday Brunch is held Sundays at 1 pm
Queen of Hearts and 50/50 every Wednesday along with Dinners at 5
pm
Every Thursday is Fried Chicken at 5 pm
Friday nights- Jack of Hearts and Fish Fry night at 5 pm
Ongoing Cat Rescue program – https://www.azbw.com/vfw-cat-rescue
Second Sunday at 1 pm is monthly Auxiliary meeting

Aux 3632 (Tempe):
Ongoing, we have boxes set out at both Tempe American Legion Posts
collecting quarters to fund raise for the Arizona Veterans Home
Sundays at American Legion Post 138 – Music by Trevor, Meat Raffle,
and Lunch Specials for $5 made by Chef Stolie. Boxes for the Troops
fundraiser
5/6 - Kentucky Derby Party starting at 1 pm (flyer below)

https://www.azbw.com/vfw-cat-rescue


Aux 9400 (Sunny Slope):
Every Saturday- Queen of Hearts at 4:30 pm
5/6 - Kentucky Derby Party starting at 1 pm (flyer below)
5/12 - Navajo Tacos staring at 4 pm (flyer below)

District 5
District Meetings- start at 10 am

Other District Happenings-
5/30 - Gold Star Memorial Monument Dedication at 10:30 am (flyer
below)

Aux 549 (Tucson):
5/2 - Marksmanship Event starting at 7 pm (flyer below)
5/5 - Cinco De Mayo starting at 4 pm (flyer below)
5/6 - Kentucky Derby starting at 3:57 pm (flyer below)
5/13 - Luau starting at 5 pm (flyer below)

Aux 5990 (Marana):
5/7 - Taco Dinner

District 6
District Meetings- start at 11 am

Aux 8807 (Tonto Basin):
Free hair cuts for Veterans the first Monday of each month at the Post
starting at 9 am (flyer below)

Aux 9907 (Show Low):
First Sunday of month - Breakfast at Post

District 7
District Meetings- start at 10 am

Other District Happenings -
5/13 - Free 5K Run/Walk Honoring Gold Star Families Starting at 10 am
(flyer below)

Aux 9972 - (Sierra Vista):
5/12 - Aux crockpot dinner starting at 5:30 pm
5/14 - Post breakfast starting at 8 am
5/19 - Post Steak Fry starting at 5:30 pm
5/28 - Post breakfast starting at 8 am
5/29 - Memorial Day cookout at the Post Starting at 11:30 am
6/11 - Golf Tournament starting at 8 am

District 8
District Meetings- School of Instruction at 10 am with meetings at 11 am

Other District Happenings-
5/5 - Veterans Resource Fair in Kingman (flyer below)

Aux 11014- (Meadview):



Food Bank every Tuesday

District 10
District Meetings- start at 10 am

Auxiliary Community Outreach
Irene Nowacki &

Amy Bennett

A huge shout out and congratulations to all of the
Auxiliaries that stepped out into their communities

and lent a helping hand. Amy and I are very proud of
all that you have accomplished this program year.

We are not done yet though, we still have lots to do. It may be the end of this
program year but we should never stop looking for opportunities to show our
community that we are not only here for our Veterans, but those needing help
with functions and activities. Continue looking for those chances to show that

we are the VFW Auxiliary and we are available to help anywhere we can.

We wish you all the best the rest of this year. Also good luck to the Auxiliary
that has been submitted to National for a possible award for most outstanding
community partnership in the Western Conference to be received at National

Convention this year, right here in our great state of Arizona! How exciting
would it be to have our Auxiliary win this awesome award at home! We can
show just how we Shine Bright for our Veterans and our communities. We

have our fingers crossed and we will be jumping for joy if our Auxiliary wins and
takes home this prestigious award!

Thank you all so very much for a wonderful program year. See you at State
Convention and National Convention.

Toodles!

Legislative
Jeanne Hampton

What a year it has been! Thank you to all the
Auxiliaries who reported Legislation Activity for
the year 2022-2023. 

Some of the outstanding shared information includes *new* Arizona
Legislation- HB2545 to set aside $1 million dollars for a Veteran Retreat (follow
this on AZLeg.gov)- a number reported legislation round-table discussions prior
to the election, taking the Vote with a Veteran in mind promo, enlarging and
setting up a table to speak to persons- outside the 75’ limit, with
permission, about Veteran Legislation! Very ingenious!

Things I wish I would have known- how wonderful and easy it is to speak with
candidates. When invited to speak to a United States Senator- don’t squeal

http://www.azleg.gov


like a school-girl. (I don’t think Kim Sloan has recovered, yet). DO get to know
Jim Ellars- what a gem the Department of Arizona has for our VFW National
Representative. (Let him know “pictures, or it didn’t happen” and see what you
get!). Media LOVES a conversation. Where there are Legislators, there is
media. Make friends!

Most sincere gratitude to Department President Johnnie DeBoard for believing
in me and asking me 2 years ago to be her Legislation Chairman. I would have
never dreamed it would be so wonderful. Sincere thanks also must go to
Connie Hargreaves for being the patient trailblazer, PDP Melody Judd to
remind me “they work for us”, and National Ambassador Bobbie Goldman for
inspiration and ideas while I impatiently waited for *something* to happen with
the Legislative Conference.

Tips for Auxiliaries- get started now. The clock is ticking, 2024 is just around
the corner and a *new* Election Year. Candidates will start jockeying for
position- let them know the VFW Auxiliary means business on Veteran
issues. FOCUS on Veteran issues- know what is on the ballot- write to your
representatives, be an advocate for Veterans and our Military. ATTEND events
where representatives are present- get photos, SPEAK to them- so many,
especially in Arizona, ARE Veterans themselves. Remind them it is our Honor
to serve our Veterans but it is their DUTY.

Legislation goes hand-in-hand with every Program for the VFW
Auxiliary. When I first took this chairmanship, I was reminded- “Don’t just talk
about “Action Corps Weekly”. My first passion in the VFW Auxiliary was the
POW/MIA section of “Action Corps Weekly”. I didn’t understand all the rest of
the Legislation, but I could readily identify with POW/MIA- and it was cemented
when my Veteran husband was invited to the Legislative Conference in
Washington D.C.  On the way home he attended a funeral for an identified and
repatriated Veteran- missing for nearly 70 years. The Veteran was to be buried
in Columbus, Ohio- Bob went to the local WalMart, purchased a flag, went to
JoAnn’s purchased a shadow box, with his nephew folded the flag (a first for
the nephew) and attended a funeral for a Veteran that only ONE family
member had known- his youngest brother of 11 siblings.

The Programs of the VFW Auxiliary matter. Be an advocate. Be a voice for
those who do not know where to turn or how to find the information they need.
They were willing to give their life for the freedom you know today.

  God bless you all in the work that is still before us to do, together.

Chief of Staff
Carol Lee McElwain

Spring has Sprung and we
   are hoping to see those
       May Flowers soon!
 

Well, we have our newly elected officers getting ready and waiting for Dept.



Convention, then they can assume their new roles.

May is great month to visit your Post. The current and the newly elected
Presidents should visit their Posts and let them know you are ready to work
with them for the coming year. This is a good time to let them know you will be
sending the form for the Auxiliary with information on Community Service that
they are allow to count for the Post. Take along a copy of the form and refer to
the information that the Auxiliary will be forwarding each month.

The Auxiliary and Post getting together is a good way to communicate and
doing face to face is much better than assuming that information is shared with
the Auxiliary and Post.  Maybe set up a quarterly visit with each other. It
doesn’t have to be the President and Commander, it can be a representative
from the Post and Auxiliary. They can get the information needed to pass on
and go to each other meetings. Just remember to contact the Commander and
President prior to the meeting, so they are able to get it on their agenda.

We are always working for our Veterans and their families and communication
is the best way.
 
And as always ……
Remember: Together Everyone Achieves More.
 
Let’s make this a GREAT YEAR!!!!!    
 
This is the last time I will be writing to you as the Dept. Chief of Staff. I want to
thank Johnnie for appointing me to this position and I have enjoyed working
with her and everyone. I hope I have helped at least one Auxiliary along my
journey and they are a Healthy Auxiliary. 

Good luck to the new officers.

Buddy Poppy/National Home
Sue Bancroft &
Sandi Shuman

Yay…it’s May and all of our project reports are
turned in and we can breathe and take a few
minutes to get ready for the upcoming year. A new year, new officers, new
program chairs and hopefully, new volunteers. All these people come together
to make us successful in our efforts to support veterans and their families. 

In a few months the new program books will come to tell us what the priorities
are for this year. This program book will be one of the biggest helps in getting
you started on a successful year.

New officers and new program chairs, please get started learning everything
you can about your new responsibilities. Remember that there are plenty of
people out there to help you, so don’t be afraid to ask questions. An unasked
question may never be answered. Thank you to all of you who have stepped up
to help make 2023-2024 successful.



Enough of that. It’s May and we still are actively working. May is a big month
for the Buddy Poppy/National Home because of the focus on Memorial
Day. Be sure to train your volunteers so that they can answer questions that
will come up. Remember that we are not “selling” Buddy Poppies, but we are
certainly not averse to receiving donations. One of the main questions I hear
every year is “where do the donations for Buddy Poppies go?”. That’s
easy. The Buddy Poppy Program provides financial assistance to local, state
and national veterans’ rehabilitation and service programs. It helps fund our
local relief funds and partially funds the VFW National Home.

There are so many things you can do for Memorial Day with the Buddy Poppy
Program besides holding donation events. It’s a great time to educate
people. Remember that the Buddy Poppy is one the best known symbols of
the VFW. 

More importantly, Memorial Day is a prime time to honor our senior veterans
whether they are in health care facilities, in local senior programs or even in
our own posts. Let’s not forget who we are and why we work so hard.

At this time let’s not forget our VFW National Home. The National Home is
asking for financial assistance in renovating the Veterans Resource Center
which helps veterans and service members access resources they might
otherwise be unable to access. Also, remember the National Home Hotline…
800-313-4200 or help@vfwnationalhome.org. This service is available to all
veterans nationwide.

Thank you for all your hard work this year.

Membership
Brenda &

Doug Kinghorn

As President Johnnie DeBoard’s Membership
Chairmen for the year 2022-2023, we want to
say “Thank you” to all the members of the
Department of Arizona. Because of each and
everyone of you, we were able to reach several

goals this year, one of them reaching over 100 percent in membership. While
attending the MITs (membership involvement training), we met and had great
conversations with every one of you. Your questions and ideas helped other
auxiliaries grow their membership. Continue to grow your membership.
 
Ask your new members to accompany you to this year’s convention, June 1st –
June 4th.
 
From Co-Chairmen, Doug, I would like to thank everyone for helping the
Department, in hitting 100 plus, in membership, and that came out to the MITs.
 
I hope you took the “Welcome Raffle”, idea back to your auxiliaries and gave it
a try.
 

mailto:help@vfwnationalhome.org


Hope to see you all at the Department of Arizona Convention. We will be
having our last raffle, as Membership Chairmen, with a very nice “Thank You”,
door prize to the attendees. The ticket will be pulled while handing out the
Membership awards.
 
Continue to reach out to new members -

Work programs in the community.
Make videos showing what we do and post them on social media.
Invite new members to events and Auxiliary business sessions.
Ask them what they would like to do or if they have any ideas to better
the situation.
Be nice and professional.
Hold membership drives.
Ask if they need anything.
Ask them to help fold or send out member renewals or member packets.
Just simply give them a call, chat with them, get reacquainted and remind
them how vital they are to the organization and veterans everywhere.

     
  100+% Membership

 
Department of Arizona!!!

Thank you!!!

Hospital
Lynn Pierre


Memorial Day is so close and there is so
much we can accomplish for our hospitalized
Veterans. If you are thinking about visiting a
homebound Veteran, perhaps take a prepared
meal. If visiting the nearest hospital or Senior Citizen Center, bring Flags and a
huge smile! 

This is a great time to gather the young ones, visit the Veterans’ Home and
sing or read to them.  The smiles you will produce will be more than
rewarding. Here is an idea many of us don’t think about . . . some of those
hospitalized or shut in Veterans are women. How about a Mother’s Day
Bouquet with Flags and Poppies? 

Speaking of the young ones, Mothers’ Day and Thank You cards are always
welcome and make our Veterans feel appreciated. Many of our young ones
are so creative and would love to put something together for them.  If you can’t
take their cards, someone at the Post will always be sure to get them delivered
to a Facility. 

Memorial Day Celebrations are being planned. Perhaps there is someone who
can provide transportation to an event for a Veteran who otherwise cannot get
out to join us for the Flag Raising, Celebration or meal. Thoughtfulness is



always appreciated and many of our folks are lonely. We will not forget them or
the sacrifice they made for us. 

I am so very grateful for the opportunity to be your Hospital Chairman this year,
and so amazed at what you all have been able to accomplish for our
Veterans! Due to your support, many more Honor Escorts are being provided
as appropriate; many Veterans have enjoyed your company and gifts and so
many of you have stepped up and out! 

Thank you for your undying efforts.  

 Veterans and Family Support
Melissa Martin &

Connie Hargreaves

WOW can’t believe this is the last Veteran
Family Support Article for 2022-2023. What a year of fun and information. 35
Auxiliaries sent in their project reports as of this writing! Two new Auxiliaries
were approved, and they sure stepped up to the plate in support of our
Veterans.

Some of the great things that were sent in:
Dinners for members and Veterans at the Post and Veteran homes
Kentucky Derby Chili Cookoff
Food drives and Pantry’s
Many Stand downs – Stand Up resource fairs
Comfort items for VA Homes, Hospital and assisted living (placed on
roving carts)
Participation in events such as Wheel Chair games, Operation
Homefront, Run for the Wall
Diaper Bags, blankets, clothing collected for Veterans
Christmas, Easter, Valentine lunches or dinner for members, caregivers,
Gold Star, White Star, Blue Star and Silver star mothers and families.
Supporting women and veteran outreach places that support them with
clothing and essential items.
Hosting Veteran concert
Cakes for all branches of service on their Birthday (Army, Navy, USMC,
Air Force, Coast Guard, Space Force)
Heal her Art, Do It Yourself projects, Help Heal Veterans
Adopt a Unit
Adopt a VA Home or Assisted Living Home
Recognize Volunteers and Recognize Caregivers
The providing of information

So many ways our members, Auxiliaries and Posts stepped up to show we
care for our Veterans, their families, and our communities.

One note to take away, many of you waited until the end of the project report
year to send in a project report. (Old habits are hard to break) Just a reminder,



as you do an event or anything for our Veterans, send a project report in right
away and if you took pictures include only THREE of your best for that
event. These are not end of the year reports any longer. We get a better
chance to swap and share at District meeting or MIT training.

Remember, help is just a simple deed away!

 Youth
Becky Baldwin

Happy almost end of the program year. What a great



year Arizona had! We continue to engage and commit
to the Youth of our state. Great Job!

I just want to share some of the projects that came
through on Youth Project Reports this year. Let’s
celebrate together in June.

9 Auxiliaries complete and submitted Grave
Beautification Projects which was forwarded to
National for consideration for a National Citation
and Award. A shout out to my home District,
District 5 for having EVERY Auxiliary in the District participate! Way to
go! 

Auxiliaries across the state really got moving in supporting our schools
having a variety of events! Such as

back to school events including back to school bingo where
students won additional fun school supplies!
donating books to school classrooms, school libraries and
community center for Patriotism through Literacy.
Partnering up with local schools for Trunk or Treats, Holidays
festival and just being in the classroom.
Visiting classroom to teach about flag etiquette and how to fold a
flag.

Not only the events above but Auxiliaries in Arizona also hosted a variety
of Community Events tailored towards youth in their communities. Such
as:

Halloween, Fall, Christmas and Valentines parties and/or Events!
We even had a Mr. and Mrs. VFW Santa Claus (whom are
husband & wife Life Auxiliary Members) that went around making
appearances in local neighborhoods! How cool is that? 

Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue - we had 3 entries into the
contest. These winners will represent Arizona at National Judging.

K-8 Department 1st Place Winner- Leighton sponsored by Auxiliary
2357
9-12 Department 1st Place Winner- Erandy sponsored by Auxiliary
7968

We had some amazing artists submit for Illustrating America - a total of
12 1st place winners came to Department for judging. These winners will
represent Arizona at National Judging.

K-2 Department 1st Place Winner- Etta sponsored by Auxiliary
7061
3-5 Department 1st Place Winner- Ryan sponsored by Auxiliary
3632
6-8 Department 1st Place Winner- Ailis sponsored by Auxiliary
7968

As my 1st year as a chairman ends, I reflect on the fun I had. The fun of
supporting coaching and cheering on the Auxiliaries in this Great State I call
home! Thank you for this opportunity to support you all. 

Scholarships
Janice Robertson

Scholarships are over for this year.



We received only one 3-D Young American
Creative art project, 10 Young American Creative Art projects, 3 Merit
Scholarship Applications, and 2 Continuing Education Applications. Now is my
time to judge the winners. To be announced at Department Convention. See
you there.

But Wait, we are not done. We have the themes for 2023-2024 Patriots Pen
which is “How are you inspired by America?” and the Voice of Democracy
theme is “What are the greatest attributes of our Democracy?” Let’s hit the
ground running this spring and summer and get these out to the students so
they will have more time to prepare. Contests end on October 31st, 2023. Don’t
wait until the school year ends get it out to them now. Applications are on the
vfwauxaz.org website under programs/scholarship. Or you can contact me, and
I will be happy to get you a copy of them.

It has been my pleasure to be your scholarship Chairman this year. I look
forward to next year.
 
See you all at Convention. 

Americanism
Lori Schaeffler

As the 2022, 2023 wraps up, I want to take
the opportunity to recognize and thank the
members of the Department Arizona
Auxiliary for all the hard work and dedication to our veterans and their families
and their communities. I enjoyed seeing all of the Americanism reports this
year, and how many veterans we honored. Many of you included our youth
and as we know we need to teach our next generation that freedom is not free.
Don’t stop! We have much more to do and I’m excited to see you at State
Convention and share the Americanism Program for next year. 
 
May 6th 2023 is the 2nd annual VFW Day of Service which is part of the
VFW’s #StillServing campaign that unites veterans across America around a
common goal — showing the nation the impact veterans make in their
communities. The Auxiliary can team up and do a community project with our
children and other community members. Let’s show the community that the
VFW and VFW Auxiliary are willing to get our hands dirty and help out.
 
Don’t forget to go and register your event on the interactive day of service map,
and receive a special participation, decal or find a local event to join in on and
honor veterans around the country to make a difference.
 
Armed Forces Day – Third Saturday in May. A day to pay tribute to the men
and women currently serving in our nation’s armed forces. Armed Forces
Day, the day was designed to replace separate Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force and Coast Guard Days, but the separate days are still observed,
particularly within their respective services.
 
Run for the Wall (RFTW) will be all over Arizona overnighting May 17th. They

http://www.vfwauxaz.org


will have lunch in Needles CA and Blythe CA before crossing into AZ. They
also go through the White mountains. They will be on Interstate 40 and
Interstate 10 so watch out for motorcycles. These patriots will overnight in
Williams, Flagstaff and Casa Grande. 
 
RFTW comes into Casa Grande 5/17 about 5pm for dinner at The Elks Lodge.
The next morning 5/18 arrival into Marana Az at approximately 730am and
after morning briefing are off to Willcox for lunch
 
This is the 33rd year RFTW has conducted its mission of promoting healing
among all veterans and their families and friends, calling for an accounting of
all Prisoners of War and those Missing in Action (POW/MIA), to honor the
memory of those Killed in Action (KIA) from all wars, and to support our military
personnel around the world. This mission is supported by thousands of citizens
from communities like yours who come out to greet them, who provide donated
gas and oftentimes food, and, most importantly, to demonstrate their patriotism
and support.
 
As they work their way across America, whether from California to D.C or D.C.
to Marseilles, IL., they visit towns and communities, veteran organizations like
the VFW and American Legion, VA Centers and hospitals, schools, Gold Star
families, and civic organizations to help spread the word. They need your help
to promote the healing of those who have answered our nations call; to help
remind our legislators that they need the accountability that was promised; and
most importantly, we need to NEVER FORGET those who sacrificed all for us. 
 
They would love to have you come out to meet or join them anywhere along
the Southern Route of RFTW as they work their way across this great country
of ours; showing Patriotism is alive and thriving across the USA

Memorial Day – May 29th
to commemorate those who died in the war by decorating their graves. It was
declared “Memorial Day” by federal law in 1967, by which time the
remembrance had been extended to honor all Americans who died while
serving in America’s armed forces. 
 
Many people celebrate Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries and memorials;
volunteers place American Flags on every grave in national cemeteries.
Memorial Day, originally celebrated on May 30, now designated on the last
Monday in May, is a day sacred to all war veterans. By honoring the nation’s
war dead, we preserve their memory and thus their service and sacrifice. All
U.S. Flags should be displayed at half-staff during the day.

Historian/Media
Olga Knock &
Dallas Emery

Hello Auxiliary Sisters and Brothers,
 
We wanted to let you know it has been a

sincere honor and privilege to serve all the Auxiliaries that make up the



Department of Arizona VFW Auxiliary and we want to thank President Johnnie
DeBoard for allowing us to serve on her staff as the Historian/Media Relations
Chairman for VFW year 2022-2023. 

We really enjoyed seeing the reports come in, what all the Auxiliaries have
done over the year to serve our veterans, and how all of you did so by living up
to President DeBoard’s theme “Shine Bright for our Veterans”. The projects the
Auxiliaries participated in over the year and how you documented your
successes are a true inspiration. Your efforts reflect great credit upon your
Auxiliary, District, and the Department of Arizona VFW Auxiliary.
 
We would also like to thank everyone for all that you did as it was enlightening
to see what others are doing to support our programs. The knowledge shared
at meetings, on Facebook, and through your reports brought about a lot of
positive discussion for other Auxiliaries to try throughout the state. We wish all
of you nothing but success in your future endeavors not only as Auxiliaries but
as individuals who support our veterans day in and day out. Your efforts are
greatly appreciated by all and a true inspiration heading into next year.

We look forward to seeing you all at the convention.

Mentoring
Chrissy Harlan

Last month each of our auxiliaries was to elect officers for
the 2023-2024 term. Are all of your offices filled? If so,
Congratulations! If not, you need to find out why no
members were interested in holding that office.  Maybe
they were not sure what holding that office entailed.
 Maybe the perceived expectations were too much for
them.  

Per the National Bylaws most of the officers below President include
statements such as “assist the President”, “under the direction of the
President”, “as the President may require”, etc.   Statements such as these are
a bit ambiguous. How many times have we heard someone say “oh don’t worry
about being Senior Vice President because you won’t have to do
anything”? What does your auxiliary really expect of each officer? When
mentoring members on the duties of the offices be honest. 

Now that your officers have been elected it is every members responsibility to
help them. Past officers and seasoned members have the responsibility to
mentor the new officers. Mentoring does not mean telling them what to do and
how to do it. It means counseling them and offering ideas to help make your
auxiliary successful. I highly recommend organization and planning meetings
to mentor and be mentored.

I am so very proud of the members of this Department for the wonderful job
you did in Mentoring for Leadership this year. I hope everyone learned some
new things this year and that we all spread that knowledge on to others.



Program Activity Reports
Melody Judd

melodyfaye@frontier.com

The PAR form can be found at www.vfwauxaz.org
under Resources/Program Activity Reports.

Auxiliaries have an option of what form they would
like to fill out, PDF or Excel that is emailed to me or
use the google doc (my favorite) that I get once you
have answered the question and hit the finish button.

Each month, the updated Monthly PAR recording sheet will be behind the login
on the Department webpage at www.vfwauxaz.org. Go to Login/Members
Only, sign in and then click on Program Activity Report.

A black x means that the PAR was done using this year's form, and a red x
means that the auxiliary used an old form from a previous year. For an auxiliary
to receive the “Arizona Outstanding Auxiliary Award” they must use the current
2022 -2023 PAR FORM.

The Uniting to Combat Hunger - Spring 2023 fillable form can be
found on the Department webpage - www.vfwauxaz.org under
resource/forms

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
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