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President Johnnie DeBoard's Message

The first Member Involvement Training was held
Aug 21st!

We had a great turn out and listened to our members.
With that being said, we will have a little more training
on programs. If there is something particular you would
like to have covered, please email me. I will do my best
to get it covered at the next trainings.

Thank you to all the auxiliaries that completed your bonds on time, if you
haven't gotten your auxiliary bonded and need help, reach out to Kim Sloan or
Kim Harney. 

Fall Conference is fast approaching and I am looking forward to seeing as
many of you as possible. Remember at least one person from your auxiliary
must attend to qualify for the Outstanding Auxiliary Award. 

Communication is key in our daily lives and a big part of our organization, We
all need to work on communicating better with each other on all levels. Your
Auxiliary, District and Department line officers are all here to help-  you just
have to  ask.

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwaux.org


My phone is always on.

Department Announcements

*Member Involvement Trainings from 9-3
Date and Places:

9/17 at Auxiliary 12098 – 402 E.
Narramore Ave, Buckeye
9/18 at Auxiliary 9907 – 381 N. Central
Ave, Show Low
9/25 at Post 1709 – 409 W. Santa Fe Ave, Flagstaff
12/3 at Post 6790 – 29389 Oakland Ave, Wellton
12/4 at Post 10005 – 1611 Marble Canyon Dr, Bullhead City
12/11 at Post 3584 – 405 W. Main St. Superior
12/17 at Post 8807 – Tonto Basin
2/4 at Post 9400 - 840 E. Purdue Ave, Phoenix
 2/11 at Post 6271 – 233 E. 5th St., Benson
2/25 at Post 1677- 111 E. 2nd St. Casa Grande

Come to any training that works for your schedule. 
Feel free to come to more than one!

**Project Report Forms are up on the webpage. There is one report for each
program. Go to Programs and then scroll down to the program you are looking
for.

***Fall Conference is being held October 1st and 2nd at the Hilton Double
Tree on Priest Dr in Phoenix. Now is the time to make your hotel reservations
as well as send in your money for the banquet. See the flyers below for more
information.

****Deadline for the newsletter-Information for the newsletter needs to be
sent to Kim Harney at least 2 days before the end of the month.



Welcome to the newest Auxiliary 8807 in Tonto Basin.The above picture is of 
the new Auxiliary members with the VFW Post Commander and the Auxiliary
Department President.

National News

Western Conference is in Portland, 
Oregon from

11/3-11/6. Information flyer is below.
Complete packet is on the Department
webpage- www.vfwwauxaz.org under

News/events
Deadline is 10/14

VFW National Auxiliary Mid Year will be a
Mexican Riveria Cruise on Jan 22-27 2023. See the flyer below for more

information. The flyer is also on the Department webpage -
www.vfwauxaz.org under News/events

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwauxaz.org


National Ambassador's Blog
Articles

Below are links to Blog Articles written by the
National Ambassadors. Each month that the
Ambassadors post information on the



National Blog, it will be in the next Department newsletter. These articles will
also be on each program's page on the Department webpage -
www.vfwauxaz.org

Americanism: Remembrance
Auxiliary Outreach: Understanding the VFW's Community Service
Buddy Poppy & National Home: A Formula for Success
Chief of Staff: Extension & Revitalization: Ready, Set, Go!

National Council of Administration
Questions

*After my article regarding the National Council
Meeting in the August Department Newsletter some
questions were sent to the Department Secretary Kim
Sloan. The questions were then forwarded to both of
us candidates for National District 15 Council Member for our responses.
Below are my responses:

1)   Will New Mexico have a vote since they are represented in the same
District? No, only the members of the Department that is scheduled to elect
has the right to vote. In June 2023, it is Arizona’s turn to elect for the 2-year
term and only members of our Department are eligible to vote. In 2025, New
Mexico is scheduled to elect the National District 15 Council Member and only
members in the Department of New Mexico can vote.
 
2)   Who else in Arizona is a Past District Representative that other "interested"
parties might speak with to be better informed? To the best of my knowledge
the Past National District 15 Council Members that are still active in our
Department are Becky Kent, Debi Rankin, Charlene Kozakiewicz, Kim Sloan,
and Kim Harney.
 
3)   What if Arizona or New Mexico did not have a candidate in their term
year? This question raised a lot of questions! That situation is not covered in
the By-laws. In speaking with some of the Past National District 15 Council
Members that I know personally I received a variety of possible answers but no
one was sure about the correct answer, they were simply opinions.
 
I spoke with a staff member at National Headquarters who gave me her
opinion then referred me to the National Secretary Treasurer Ann
Panteleakos.  Her email response follows:
 
“I do not believe this is in the Bylaws or has ever happened before. However,
my guess would be that the other state would need to put in a candidate. We
wouldn't want to leave a state without a representative.
We will include this question in our Bylaws and Resolution Committee meeting
to see if they think we should add it to the Bylaws.”
 
I so appreciate everyone who read the articles and asked questions. If you
have any questions specifically for me please feel free to call me at 520-906-
7363 or email me at vfwkidsrus@gmail.com.

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
https://vfwauxiliary.org/americanism-remembrance/
https://vfwauxiliary.org/auxiliary-outreach-understanding-the-vfws-community-service/?fbclid=IwAR2PxiaAb5HKsx7cDWJXiHF8dE-1DfB8Vp8O0XM11Tlql5Z4cjiMTZBLEQE
https://vfwauxiliary.org/buddy-poppy-national-home-a-formula-for-success/
https://vfwauxiliary.org/extension-revitalization-ready-set-go/
mailto:vfwkidsrus@gmail.com


 
Loyally,
Chrissy Harlan
Candidate for National District 15 Council Member

**Hello members,
 
After the August 2022, article speaking about the National Council of
Administration meeting held in July of 2022. Additional questions were asked.
 
1.   Will New Mexico have a vote since they are represented in the same
District?
New Mexico will not have a vote for the 2023-2025 term. Each Department
regardless of if they are a single Department or share with another Department
vote for their own candidate in their department, on an odd year and even
years basis. New Mexico elections are for the even years such as now, 2020 -
2022 where Mary (Girl) Sanchez, is in office. Arizona nominates and elects in
the odd years 2023 – 2025.
 
2.   Who else in Arizona is a Past District Representative that other "interested"
parties might speak with to be better informed?
The following active members have represented Arizona for District 15. They
are, PDP’s Debi Rankin, Kim Harney, and Department Secretary Kim Sloan.
Just an FYI…Past council members are NOT retained at National as the
bylaws do not warrant it.
 
3.   What if Arizona or New Mexico did not have a candidate in their term year?
This is such a great question!
And it has a lot of members curious. What would happen if District 15 did not
have a candidate?  Well, the answer is, “National does not have a procedure in
place at this time”. This also brings up the question of, what happens if an
elected member can not for any reason continue their 2-year term? The
questions have been asked, and National will be addressing them soon.
 
In the meantime, we as members have direction and guidance for nominations,
elections, installation, the duties of the office and what is expected during the
2-year term.
 
Section 804D and 804E of our Podium and Bylaws

The elected Offices shall be nominated and elected at the annual
Department convention.
As well as Each National Regional District shall be represented by a
National Council Member who is a member in good standing in an
Auxiliary in the Department currently entitled to representation on the
National Council of Administration.
The Department proceeding the National Convention at which the term is
to commence shall, in the same manner and at the same time as the
Department Officers are elected, elect a National Council member who
shall be installed into office at the National Convention. There are 4 more
bullet points to section 804E which explain the next section below.

 
The Booklet of Instructions (yellow section) page 1

National District Council Term Schedule. It shows us by District number
what state (s) are represented, and for what years and when they have



elections in an odd or even year. This section will be updated in the 2023
Podium Bylaws and Ritual book.

 
 
 Building on the VFW Auxiliary Foundation – 2.0 edition - Guidebook 4,
Article VII, Sec. 710 page 2, provides details for the position even further.

Council of Administration, Composition and Duties of the Council
member.
Information for the newly elected National District Council Members
(NDCMs)
Training for National District Council Members

 
If any member has any more questions, please do not hesitate to ask. I will
answer you! And as always, if I don’t know, I will get you the correct answer.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to answer your questions.
 
Sheila Lee-Eiler

Department Secretary/Treasurer
Kim Sloan

I’ve received lots of questions about two topics
specifically – Debit Cards and Fundraising

DEBIT CARDS 
Members are concerned about the possible

misuse of an Auxiliary debit card.  I think that the resolution gives ample
safeguards but if you’re still concerned about misuse, you can build in more
safeguards in your own Auxiliary.  

Will it work for everyone, not necessarily. But it will not be because the
Auxiliary is allowed to have a debit card.  It won’t work for those Auxiliaries that
don’t trust their officers and members to not misuse it.   It will work if you, the
members, set clear limits; if you the members, put safeguards in your Standing
Rules; if you, the members,  require the Treasurer to explain every use of the
debit card; if you, the members, require more safeguards from the
Trustees.   The best thing to do first is to COMMUNICATE your concerns. 

SOLICITATION OF FUNDS 
The Memo that went out from the National Organization, referred specifically to
Article IX Sec. 915 second bullet.  It is referring to hiring or employing
fundraising organizations or individuals to raise funds for the Auxiliary.  If your
Auxiliary votes and approves to use a “GOFUNDME” campaign, you must
notify the Department President and Department Secretary of that action. You
cannot begin the campaign until it is presented to the Department Council of
Administration and approved by the council.
 
The examples of fundraising organizations are only examples and I’m sure a
complete list of those types of organizations would be extensive.  So don’t
think that they are only referring to the three listed.    



 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Let’s talk again about membership applications.   When I joined, I felt like it was
an honor to be asked to fill out that application.  If I were presented with an
application like some that I receive, I would have thought twice about joining an
organization that did not take some pride in what they presented it to me. 

I understand that applicants can be messy when they’re filling it out.  But the
applications themselves are too light to read, crooked on the page and
outdated. I expect the members of this organization to take pride in being able
to ask someone to join us and to show that pride starting right off with a nice
clean application.  
 
Kim Sloan
Department Secretary Treasurer
Cell Phone: 520.307.7940
Email: auxvfwarizona@msn.com

mailto:auxvfwarizona@msn.com


Happenings at the Districts
(Any events listed without times, please contact the

Auxiliary President for more information)

District 1
District Meetings - start at 11 am:

10/9 at Post 7061 in Parker
1/22 at Post 769 in Quartzsite
4/16 at Post 2357 in Bouse

Other District Happenings-
9/9 - Veterans Stand Down in Parker from 9 - 3 pm
11/19 - Veterans Stand Down in Quartzsite from 9-3 pm

District 2
District Meetings - start at 11 am

10/15 at Post 10227 in Prescott Valley
12/17 at Post 7400 in Cottonwood

Other District Happenings-
9/9- 3rd Annual Williams Stand Down from 9-2 pm
9/16-Yavapi Co Stand Down in Prescott from 8-5 pm
9/17-Yavapi Co Stand Down in Prescott from 8-3 pm

District 3
District Meetings -School of instruction at 9 am with meeting at 10am

10/16 at Post 12098 in Buckeye
2/4 at Post 12098 in Buckeye



4/29 at Post 1433 in Glendale

Aux 1433 (Glendale):
Steak Fry on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 5-7 pm
9/11-Patriot's Day Program - complimentary breakfast to begin at 8:30
am

District 4
District Meetings- start at 10 am

12/4 at Post 9400 in Sunny Slope (this is a change from 11/13)
1/29 at Post 1760 in Mesa
4/23 at Post 720 in Phoenix

Aux 720 (Maricopa):
 Every Friday Bake Sale and Jack of Hearts Drawing at 6 pm
 First Fridays with food trucks at 5pm and comedy show starting at 7 pm 
Monthly Auxiliary meeting is the second Tuesday at 6 pm
Sunday brunch 11 am-2 pm each week
Taco Tuesday featuring Navajo Tacos 2-8 pm each week
Wednesdays are Poker & Darts League Night – serving dinner

Aux 1760 (Mesa):
Every Sunday Nine Ball Tournament at 2 pm
Every Tuesday Trivia Night at 7 pm
Wednesday Pool Nights at 6 pm
Every Thursday Queen of Hearts at 7 pm
Friday Nights Darts at 7 pm

Aux 1796 (Black Canyon City):
Wednesday nights- music night at 6pm
Friday "Fun" meals for $8 4:30- 6pm or until sold out
Saturdays- Karaoke from 3-6 pm
10/22- Cornhole Tournament starting at 11:30 am

Aux 3513 (Scottsdale):
Sunday Brunch, and 50/50 is held Sundays at 1 pm
Queen of Hearts every Wednesday along with Dinners at 5 pm
Friday nights- Jack of Hearts and Fish Fry night
Ongoing Cat Rescue program – https://www.azbw.com/vfw-cat-rescue

Aux 3632 (Tempe):
Ongoing, we have boxes set out at both Tempe American Legion Posts
collecting quarters to fund raise for the Arizona Veterans Home
Sundays at American Legion Post 138 – Music by Trevor, Meat Raffle,
and Lunch Specials for $5 made by Chef Stolie. Boxes for the Troops
fundraiser
11/12- Boxes for the Troops Packing Party from 1-4 pm at American
Legion

Aux 9400 (Sunny Slope):
Every Saturday- Queen of Hearts at 4:30 pm
Auxiliary meeting is first Tuesday of each month at 6 pm

https://www.azbw.com/vfw-cat-rescue


District 5
District Meetings- start at 10 am

10/22 at Post 10015 in Tucson
1/28 at Post 4903 in Tucson
4/22 at Post 549 in Tucson

Other District Happenings-
9/24-Gold Star Family Luncheon

Aux 549 (Tucson):
9/10- At the Hop dance from 6 - 9 pm

District 6
District Meetings- start at 11 am

10/8 at Post 8987 in Eagar
1/21 at Post 8807 in Tonto Basin
4/8 at Post 1704 in Globe

Aux 2364 (PineTop):
9/23-25- Car Show

Aux 9907 (Show Low):
First Sunday of month - Breakfast at Post

District 7
District Meetings- start at 10 am

10/23 at Post 2066 in Nogales
1/22 at Post 836 in Bisbee
4/23 at Post 9972 in Sierra Vista

Other District Happenings-
9/17 VFW Riders POW/MIA at Post 9972 in Sierra Vista
9/24 Gold Star Family Luncheon
12/10 District 7 VOD/PP Dinner at Post 6271 in Benson

Aux 9972 (Sierra Vista):
9/10-Auxiliary Pulled Pork dinner at 5 pm
9/11-Patriots Day event at 12 pm
9/16-Steak fry starting at 5:30 pm
9/17-Birthday Breakfast at 9 am

District 8
District Meetings- School of Instruction at 10 am with meetings at 11 am

10/16 at Post 404 in Mohave Valley
1/29 at Post 11014 in Meadview
4/16 at Post 10005 in Bullhead City

Other District Happenings-
10/22- Stand Down in Lake Havasu from 10-2 pm
2/17- Stand Down in Bullhead City
4/15- Awards dinner- Time to be determined
5/5- Stand Down in Kingman



Aux 404- (Mohave Valley):
3/11-President Johnnie's Homecoming Celebration starting at 4 pm

Aux 2190- (Chloride):
9/16 - POW/MIA event starting at 11 am
10/1 - Underwear luncheon after meeting
11/5- Volunteer and member appreciation luncheon after meeting

Aux 10726- (Parker Dam):
9/11- Flag Raising and Patriot Day Event

Aux 11014- (Meadview):
Food Bank every Tuesday
9/2- Bingo in the MCA Auditorium starting at 1 pm
9/9- Bingo in the MCA Auditorium starting at 1 pm

District 10
District Meetings- start at 10 am
10/16 at Post 1677 in Casa Grande
1/29 at Post 7401 in Chandler
4/16 at Post 3713 in Coolidge

Other District Happenings-
10/15- District Social at Post 7968 in Apache Junction starting at 4 pm
12/10 - VOD/PP 1st Responders Awards at Post 7401 in Chandler
starting at 4 pm
1/21 - Buddy Poppy Ball at Post 3713 in Coolidge starting at 4 pm
4/1-District PDiC/PDiP Dinner at Post 9399 in Apache Junction starting
at 4 pm

Scholarships
Janice Robertson

BACK TO SCHOOL! 
Some kids went back to school in August, and some are going back this
month. Get with the Teachers, Guidance Counselors, Parents, 4-H groups,
Scout Leaders, Sunday School Teachers, JROTC groups and please do not
forget the Home School parents and organizers. Let all of them know of the
wonderful opportunities we have for kids of all ages. 
 
This year’s theme for Voice of Democracy, open to students in grades 9, 10,
11 and 12 is “Why Is The Veteran Important?”.  It is an audio essay, 3 to 5
minutes in length, typed essay, the completed form, and a head shot of
student. Give this to a VFW post before October 31st, 2022. First place at
National is awarded $30,000.  

The theme for Patriot’s Pen- a written 300-to-400-word essay, for students in
grades 6th, 7th, and 8th is “My Pledge to Our Veterans?”. This essay also
needs to have the completed form and a head shot of student given to a VFW



post before October 31st,2022. First Place at National level $5000.

We as an Auxiliary assist the VFW with these 2 scholarships. So Auxiliary, let’s
help our Comrades get as many students as possible to accept the challenge.

Young Creative Patriotic Arts Contest - This is two-dimensional art on
canvas or paper. Open to grades 9, 10,11, and 12 due March 31, 2023.  All
entries MUST be matted in white, if on paper. Original art please. First place
winner at National receives $15,000.

We have a new contest:
3-Dimensional Patriotic Art - I know this was included with the Young
American Patriotic Arts Contest last year, but now it is a contest of its
own. This is the Pottery, Paper Mache sculpture, fabric wood metalwork. Let’s
promote this. Go to pottery stores see if they have high school kids doing any
pottery. Check if the high school has any shop classes. Maybe they do wood
working. Check with the 4-H see what those kids can do. Let’s get this one
going strong. First place winner at National receives $2500.

VFW Auxiliary National Continuing Educational Grant open to all VFW
Auxiliary members, their spouse, son, or daughter due in February of
2023. This is a grant from National in the amount of $1000 in each of the four
conferences and the applications go to directly to National.

Dept. of Arizona VFW Auxiliary Educational Grant open to any Arizona
Auxiliary member due to me by April 1st, 2023. Are there any of you that want
to go back to school continue your education? Applicant must be a current
member of an Arizona VFW Auxiliary AND must be 18 years of age or
older. Maybe we can get new members if they want to go back to school.
Winner of this grant receives $1000.

Dept. of Arizona VFW Auxiliary Merit Scholarship open to any High School
student that is graduating in 2023- son, daughter, sister, brother, grandson,
granddaughter of an Arizona VFW or VFW Auxiliary member. Also due to me
by April 1st of 2023. Winner receives $1000 for this scholarship.

Also, we need to add to the Young American Patriotic Arts, and the 3-
Dimensional Patriotic Art escrow accounts. Let’s get out and do some fund
raising  for the youth of our Nation. 

Please note: We are not required to give a 1099 Income Statement to the
Scholarship winners if we make the checks out to the particular school that the
student will be attending.    If a minor or adult student requests the check in
their name, a 1099 will be issued to the parents or adult student.

Veterans and Family Support
Melissa Martin &

Connie Hargreaves

September is upon us, and it can be a busy
and productive month for your Auxiliaries. 



It is Suicide Awareness month, as well as having many special days like
Patriotic Day, Constitution Day, Judge Carol O’Conner Day and of course
honoring our Gold, White, Silver and Blue Star Mothers and families.

Suicide continues to be a high priority of the VFW and the VA. We still loose 22
or more veterans a day to suicide.

The VFW store has suicide awareness pins for $3.25. Great conversation
starter at events, shopping, or meetings.

Know the signs of suicide and don’t be afraid to talk if you are concerned.
Talking about dying or wanting to die
Talking about feeling empty, hopeless, or having no way out of problems
Mentioning strong feelings of guilt and shame
Talking about not having a reason to live or that others would be better
off without them
Social withdrawal and isolation
Giving away personal items and wrapping up loose ends
Saying goodbye to friends and family

 
If the situation is not that immediate, but you suspect someone is suicidal, talk
to them about it. Mentioning suicide or discussing it is not going to push
anyone over the edge and make them take action. Talk to this person privately,
listen without judgment, and be compassionate. Ask them directly if they are
considering suicide.
 
Also suggest they get professional help and offer them options to make it an
easier step to take. Provide a national suicide hotline number and find out who
they might feel most comfortable talking to, such as a trusted doctor or a
religious counselor. Enlist the help of other loved ones if you are struggling to
get through to someone who seems suicidal.

There are several sites that provide help and activities for Veterans that would
like something to keep their hands and minds busy like
**Help Heal Veterans, a program through the Elks that provide free kits for
Veterans to make items such as moccasins, hot plate holders, billfolds,
construct a cannon or windmill, make a wallet and much more. Hold a pizza
party to introduce these to your local Veterans, get them interested in doing
these projects as a group.
 
**Veterans Voices Writing Project or VFW Sport Clips are other ways to involve
veterans and help them through those lonely or depressed moments and bring
a change in conversation.
 
**The last Sunday in September we honor our STAR mothers and their
families. Have a Ice Cream Social, all you can eat pancake breakfast, spaghetti
dinner and invite your caregivers as well. Make stars or place stars in corsages
using the colors, Gold, Blue, Silver and White. Should they choose to wear one
it may bring awareness and start conversations. Maybe a pink and white apron
name badge for caregivers. What a great way to introduce your post to
November, National Caregiver month.

STAND DOWNS/Resource Fairs are coming up:



https://www.va.gov/homeless/events.asp
or https://www.azhousingcoalition.org/avsa.html
 
Start now gathering your items: Socks, mats, t-shirts etc and set your table
with information about our programs. Gather information from other vendors
and resources at the stand downs to bring back to your Post/Auxiliary to
provide to Veterans, spouses, and caregivers.
 

Listed below is a flyer with some of the upcoming Stand Downs.

Legislative
Jeanne Hampton

https://www.va.gov/homeless/events.asp


 Get out and vote! 
What does it take to actually be an active

voter? 

Look to the AZCleanElections.gov website-
information on every aspect of being an active
voter: From Voter Registration, to location of
polling sites, candidate debate calendar,
curriculum for youth and how Youth can
participate in the process.

Why does this matter? One thing that is
encouraged this year for an Auxiliary Citation
from National is “consistent partnership with

young adult civic and/or political groups”. Both Young Republicans’ by County
and Young Democrats’ by University contact information is listed on the
VFWAuxAZ.org website under Legislation. Contact them. Invite them to an
event to meet other youth. Invite them to speak at the VFW. Ask if you can
participate in a Voter Registration booth. Learn of any fundraising activities
they may have planned and offer to volunteer. “Consistent” = keep in touch
with them after the initial activity.

Making Legislation Auxiliary friendly- look to VFWAuxAZ.org The link for the
VFW 2022 Priority Goals is listed- read through the Goals and each “sub
category”. Find 3 you are passionate about: Homelessness, education, women
Veterans, POW/MIA. If there is passion, it is easy to remember to include
“awareness” and how each sub category may be affected or facilitated by
every VFW Auxiliary Program.

In September, there are many Patriotic dates, including September 16- the 3rd
Friday, POW/MIA Day. If your activities include setting of a “Missing Man Table
Ceremony”- that is an example of Legislation AND Americanism. Gold Star
“Family” Day- Honoring Veteran and Active Military family members-
Legislation. Patriot Day- much of the current Legislation is written for “Post
9/11 Military” VA programs.

Awareness and make it personal- on the VFWAuxAZ.org website are printable
“I vote in honor of a Veteran” stickers Avery Templates for Microsoft Word
(vfwauxiliary.org) Have these on hand at any event you attend. Instead of just
placing them on a water bottle as we have done in the past, ask the person if
they are close to a Veteran or have a Veteran family member. Write the
Veteran friend or family member’s name on the “sticker”- then attach it to a
water bottle, American hand- held Flag, piece of candy, bag of cookies or ask
them to wear it as a “name tag”. Make it personal. An unnamed printed sticker
on a water bottle will get tossed. If it has a name of a person they can identify a
purpose for what we are doing. Full circle- this can open the conversation for
potential membership AND to learn if they are a Gold Star Family member
(Blue, Silver, White) and an invitation to have further conversation.

Where do we learn about the progress of Legislation for our Veterans and
current news- “Action Corps Weekly”. Through this publication, sent directly to
your inbox each Monday, the VFW Priority Goals are addressed with real time
Legislation progress and requests for “Action Alerts” to contact your

https://www.azcleanelections.gov/?gclid=CjwKCAjwmJeYBhAwEiwAXlg0AQ4z7jron4A3-7veBgyOOov5kZwhPq2Qse8P4ddHFsaznIp2n8UuDxoCLXAQAvD_BwE
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/I-Vote-in-Honor-of-a-Veteran-Sticker-Template-A.pdf


representatives to assist passing (or blocking) initiatives when they are on the
Congressional floor. Grassroots Efforts - VFW 

Dates to remember: 
October 11 -  last day to register for the General Election.
October 12- Early ballots begin to be mailed. 
November 8, 2022- General Election. 

Consider the candidates. Do they have a stance on issues affecting
Veterans? If incumbent- what is their track record for voting on Veteran issues?
 From the National VFW Auxiliary Legislation Program information,
“Organizations like the VFW Auxiliary exist out of necessity. The military
community needs services that our elected leaders do not always provide….let
our elected leaders know that taking care of veterans is our honor but it is their
responsibility.”

 Vote with a Veteran in mind!

THE PACT ACT PASSES

Click here to read about the PACT Act and VA Benefits

https://vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/#:~:text=The PACT Act is a new law that,the care and benefits they%E2%80%99ve earned and deserve.


Youth
Becky Baldwin

Is that fall I see?
Hopefully us in the “hot” lands
start to feel a cool down with the first day of fall officially September 21st!

Let’s start with a Department of Arizona quiz! How will you integrate youth into
each program? Before you answer let’s think of something Dr. Suess said,
“Sometime the greatest questions are complicated, and the answers are
simple!”



If you answered focus on 1 program a month and combined it with youth, then
you are on the right track! If you answered asking youth to help at events,
bringing them to meetings or anything else you to are on the right track. As you
see there is no right or wrong answer, but the answer is simple! Do not over
think it.

Have you found local youth or a youth group to partner with yet? Google
Arizona’s 4-H club, and Arizona Scouting clubs near you to find the closest
group. Reach out and share how the auxiliary can help them and how they can
help the auxiliary. Many youths within these clubs have special achievements
they need to fulfill for badges or awards.

Now that you partnered with your youth group now what? Simple! Make a
standing motion on your floor to volunteer when ask, “I move that Auxiliary
XXX partner with XXX youth group, on any events they may ask for assistance
with”. Many times groups get last minute request, and this let you be available.
Now remember any spending of money must be approve. This motion only
covers helping; think Community Outreach on this one.

Upcoming Holidays:
Labor Day 9/5
Patriot’s Day 9/11
POW MIA 9/17

Upcoming potential school events- Reach out to your local schools on how you
can help.

School Parent Teacher Conferences 
Back to school (for those districts that start after Labor Day)

I am always available to help, and I want to come to support! Please share any
youth related events with me, I would love to support you! I also have a Youth
Facebook Group, where we can share ideas and more join me at VFW
Auxiliary Dept. of AZ Youth Program (2022-2023)-- Facebook Group

“You will never be bored when you try something new. There’s really no limited
to what you can do!” – Dr. Seuss

Chief of Staff
Carol Lee McElwain

“This year lets work on the TEAM
approach to making our Auxiliaries health
and strong.”
  
I hope you have starting using our T from
last month’s newsletter. 

This time let’s look at Everyone.  Webster Dictionary describes this as every
person or things of those named/to remind every one of the members. 

The Auxiliary meeting is a good place to start this TEAM letter. Make sure you

https://www.facebook.com/groups/416382673295426


are including all members. Remember not everyone is willing to
volunteer. Include those that do not volunteer by asking them directly. Some
times that make members feel they are needed. There are always things for
everyone to do at the Auxiliary meetings, events and programs.  There are
things that each Auxiliary needs to be Healthy and including everyone can
make sure all the reports, programs and attendance needed are achieved.

Trainings, District Meeting, Conferences all need a member from each Auxiliary
to attend. You can ask those that are interested in attending any of these
things and make sure they feel and know they are doing something that the
Auxiliary needs.   

Remember: Together Everyone Achieves More.

Hospital
Lynn Pierre

Honors Escort Program

I wanted to help you all get this information out
to all Care Centers, Hospices, First-Responders,
Coroners and Hospitals.
If these folks do not have Flags to be utilized,
you may use your Hospital Grant to order and
give them out.
If you should come across a program already in place, please let me know.

The Honors Escort (Final Salute in some facilities) Program is an
opportunity to honor each veteran in a respectful and open manner and
provides an opportunity for a veteran’s family and friends, other
veterans, and medical facility staff to participate in a display of high
regard and reverence for the individual at the time of death. It is a brief
ceremonial procession for Veterans at their hour of death. It honors
military Veterans who have unselfishly served our Country.

After pronouncing death, the patient’s family is called and comes in to see their
loved one. The body is placed on a gurney and is draped with Old Glory, the
symbol of our freedom. As the body and family are led out of the hospital
room, care center home etc., to the exit, fellow soldiers come to the doors of
their rooms. Civilians stand with their hands on their hearts. Veterans give the
military salute, standing if they are able. In some facilities, Taps is played.

This is an honor due every Veteran during their last hour.
This information is printable from our webpage: vfwauxaz.org under
Programs/Hospital.

Secondly, Patriot’s Day is coming very soon! Please remember to let us all
know how you are recognizing all the poor souls who lost their lives that day,
as well as First-Responders.
Sunday, September 25th is Gold Star Mothers’ Day – please think about how
to recognize all Stars that day. Blue for Active Service, Silver for wounded or ill

http://www.vfwauxaz.org


due to service and White for Suicide.
Always wear that Suicide Pin to help start conversations and support those
affected. Have the new Veterans Suicide Prevention line handy, 988!!

With Labor Day approaching, be sure to print the Hospital Volunteer flyer
available online and get it out to folks you see. Here’s a great chance to
combine programs and recruit junior volunteers. Remember, hospital
volunteers can be anyone, not just Auxiliary members. Our young ones can
learn so much simply by visiting a Veteran or participating in one of those new,
great ideas we are producing to assist hospitalized Veterans!

Have an amazing September!

Americanism
Lori Schaeffler

 
Patriot Day is Thursday, September 11th this
year, and it is not only remembered here in

America but all over the world. The images of
9/11 will always be with each one of us as we

all remember what we were doing that tragic morning as terrorists took over
planes and attacked us on our home front. No one could forget the terrifying
and heartbreaking stories and images captured by the news footage of the

day.  In the wake of the World Trade Center collisions, many brave men and
women from the emergency services risked their lives to try to help rescue

victims of the attacks, and of them 411 lost their own lives attempting to fight
fires and rescue people.

We will remember the 2,977 that lost their lives that tragic day.
 

This is also a day that we honor our First Responders; our EMT’s, Police
Officers, Firefighters, Military Personal all over the world. Daily, our First

Responders are running into the face of danger as we are running away. So as
you start your day on 9/11 take a moment of silence for those that were lost
that day. As you go throughout your day make it a point to thank those First

responders who put their lives on the line for us everyday.
Consider doing a ceremony at your post or out in the community. Invite the

community to assist the VFW in remembering this day

POW/MIA Recognition Day
On September 16, 2022 Americans across this country, will hold POW/MIA
ceremonies and are encouraged throughout POW/MIA Recognition Week,

culminating with countless events and the national ceremony in Washington,
DC, on Recognition Day. Support for these missing Americans and their

families are deeply felt. America’s POW/MIAs should be honored and
recognized, rather than memorialized, with the focus on the need to account as
fully as possible for those still missing, alive or dead. Strong, united support by
the American people is crucial to achieving concrete answers, and now is the

time to start planning for this year’s ceremonies. The American people can
make the difference.

To get media coverage: Contact local and state newspapers, magazines,



military, church and school publications at least four weeks prior to Recognition
Day. Send information via Email, Social media and if possible, contact a

journalist who has written articles on the POW/MIA issue. Write letters to the
editor, outlining scheduled events and encouraging community participation

and consider having a dinner at your post.

Contact your local fire and police departments, schools and local businesses,
requesting display of the POW/MIA flag at all appropriate locations. Check

your local office of the U.S. Postal Service to ensure they have a flag and plan
to display it, as required by law, at least six mandated days: Armed Forces

Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, Recognition Day, &
Veterans Day), if not 24/7. Re-dedication ceremonies may also be held for

flags that are already on display, an ideal event to honor POW/MIAs from all
wars. Vigils can include Candlelight Ceremonies, reading of individual names
from the state or 50 names representing one missing man from each of the 50
states. Congressional involvement in such events also signals interest in and

support for all POW/MIA

Partner up with your Auxiliary Veterans and Family Support Youth Chairman
and make this a special event

Historian/Media
Olga Knock &
Dallas Emery

Be The Keeper of The Memorabilia

Whether you are the keeper of your family’s history,
or the Auxiliary Historian your work is important. It
WILL matter to someone in the future.

The history that you keep track of now may be needed by a person who wants
to join the Auxiliary. It might help a grandchild to know the history of their
grandparents who may have been members of the Post or Auxiliary. It may
help future members to understand how/why things are done the way they are.

It is always fun to look back at different times through pictures. It is more
enjoyable to know who the people are. Always try to label the pictures with
names/dates and tell what is happening. Active membership changes, so be
sure to let future members know who is in the pictures that they are viewing.

Another way to keep track of valuable history/knowledge is through newspaper
articles. When you get articles published in the paper, be sure to cut them out
and keep the copies. You can get articles published if you are pro-active by
contacting reporters at your local paper.

The best way to keep track of memorabilia is to use a type of scrapbook. That
can be a physical book or a digital book or a combination. Do what works best
for your Auxiliary and you as the Historian.



Auxiliary Community Outreach
Irene Nowacki &

Amy Bennett

Have you volunteered for any projects within
your community yet?

The weather is changing slightly and it is a great time to reach out to small
businesses and your city to see if they are in need of any help in general to get
things done. Showing that you are interested in your community and helping
out will get the word out that the VFW Auxiliary is here to help.

Just a refresher, Community Outreach is not to be reported under any other
Auxiliary Programs.

Auxiliary Outreach participation by members is completely under the direction
of the sponsoring organizations. We are the Volunteers. Partnerships are to be
approved by vote of the Auxiliary and recorded in your minutes. 

Auxiliary Outreach can be performed by an individual or a whole group.
Your Post home can be used as a meeting point only if the event is completely
under the control of your sponsoring partner and all other requirements of the
program have been met, then you can volunteer and report the partnership.
You must wear something that signifies you are a member of the VFW
Auxiliary in order for the project to be accepted - Hat, Name badge, shirt, jacket
etc.

The holiday season is fast approaching. There are a lot of organizations out
there that are looking now for volunteers. Let’s show our communities just how
wonder the VFW Auxiliary is.

If you need any help determining if what you are proposing to do will qualify for
Auxiliary Outreach, please feel free to contact either Amy or myself and we will
help you.



Mentoring
Chrissy Harlan

Mentoring is important for all of us as
none of us knows everything. Even after
30 - 40 years of service to this
organization we sometimes have to research the By-Laws or Ritual, refer to
Roberts Rules of Order, ask other members, and even contact National
Headquarters.

It is the responsibility of all of us to share the knowledge we have with other
members.  It is also our responsibility to help members find their place in the
Auxiliary. We should find out what they are passionate about and nurture that
passion. 

If you are an Officer or Chairman at any level of this great organization it is
your responsibility to help find and mentor your replacement.
Where do we find mentees? They are all around us! New members, new
officers and new chairmen all need some form of mentoring. As programs
change yearly even seasoned members need mentoring. 

The National By-Laws and Ritual are updated after resolutions are passed at
the National Convention and the By-Laws are reviewed by committee every 3
years. It is hard to keep up!  The more we share our knowledge with others,
the stronger the Auxiliary will be.

Mentoring should be relevant, interesting and fun.  Some mentoring is informal
such as answering a questions for someone.  Some mentoring  is in more of a



formal setting such as a meeting or training session.
Create a mentoring team in your Auxiliary.  Visit or get together with other local
Auxiliaries.  Share what you know and learn what others know.
 

National Awards available for Mentoring For Leadership:
Members:  Citation awarded to the first, second and third place member in
each Department who is instrumental in fulfilling the role as a mentor/leader.
Three nominations from each Department Mentoring for Leadership Chairman
are due by April 30, 2023, to the National Mentoring for Leadership
Ambassador Stephanie Krueger. Nomination form (required) available at
vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Citation will be mailed directly to the member.
Auxiliaries:  Most unique activity or training in the Auxiliary to show members
how to find and train mentees.
• Citation to every Auxiliary that has an activity or training in the Auxiliary to
show members how to find and train mentees. Criteria and entry form
(required) available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Auxiliaries must send the
entry form to their Department Mentoring for Leadership Chairman by March
31, 2023.
The Department Mentoring for Leadership Chairman must send a copy of all
submitted entry forms to National Headquarters by April 30, 2023.
Citations will be mailed directly to participating Auxiliaries from National
Headquarters.
• Citation and $25 to one Auxiliary in each of the four Conferences with the
most outstanding activity or training in the Auxiliary to show members how to
find and train mentees. Winners will be announced and awards presented at
the 2023 National Convention in Phoenix, Arizona.

The Department Mentoring for Leadership Chairman must sign and send a
copy of the completed Department-winning entry form to the National
Mentoring for Leadership Ambassador by April 30, 2023 for judging.

Membership
Brenda &

Doug Kinghorn

Understanding the Basics of Membership Eligibility
 
             One of the fundamental differences between the VFW Auxiliary and
other veterans service organizations (VOSs) is our eligibility requirements.
 
In order for an individual (as outlined on the VFW Auxiliary Eligibility Wheel) to
be considered for membership, his/her eligible veteran:         
 

Must have honorable service in the U S armed forces (Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard)
Must have served in any foreign war, insurrection or expedition as
reflected by one of the following:

1. A VFW authorized campaign or service medal of the United States.
2. Receipt of Hostile Fire or Imminent Danger Pay, as verified by a copy of a

Leave and Earning Statement (LES) issued by U S Armed Forces.
3. Service in Korea for 30 consecutive/60 non-consecutive days after June

30, 1949.
 

http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/resources
http://vfwauxiliary.org/resources


The eligible veteran and the prospective VFW auxiliary member must have a
familial relationship within two generations; step, half and adopted family
members meet the “two generations” standard set forth by the IRS. However,
aunts, uncles, nieces, and nephews of the eligible veteran do not meet the
“two generations” standard and are therefore not permitted to join the VFW
Auxiliary.
 
Proof of the veteran’s service to establish eligibility for membership rests with
the applicant. The local VFW Auxiliary's Investigating Committee is responsible
for assuring the eligibility of every person accepted for membership. A careful
check of eligibility (as outlined in Section 101 of the 2022 VFW Auxiliary
Bylaws) at the time a person joins will help to avoid any future concerns.
 
Information on a veteran’s service record can be obtained by contacting the
National Archives and Records Administration at – 1-866-272-
6272 or www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

Buddy Poppy/National Home
Sue Bancroft &
Sandi Shuman

Welcome to fall in our beautiful state. Aah…finally it should start to cool down
and give us a chance to get out into the community to share the wonderful
story of the Buddy Poppy Program and how it supports our veterans and the
National Home. There will be so many opportunities to utilize your Buddy
Poppy/National Home displays.

September is so busy with wonderful opportunities to get involved. Bet you
didn’t know that September 5th is International Day of Charity and September
8th is International Literacy Day. Don’t forget that September 10th is World
Suicide Prevention Day. All of these are opportunities to get involved with our
youth, our veterans and our communities.

September 11th is a prime day to get involved with other community
organizations to mourn our fallen first responders. It is also a great time to
support veterans and share our story.
September 16th is National POW/MIA Recognition Day. Our post comrades
and auxiliary members will be joining together to honor our missing, but not
forgotten. 
Don’t forget our Gold Star mothers and fathers on September 25th. There are
many ways for all of our auxiliary programs to honor and support them. A small
gift bag with mementos and a Buddy Poppy is great gifts. 

October will bring back our snowbirds and community activities will start up
like gangbusters. There are so many to ways offer our services and share the
Buddy Poppy/National Home story. It is a strong and beautiful story. Don’t
forget social media, newspapers and community newsletters. Bottled water,
snacks and prizes are always appreciated at these activities. Spread the news!

November gets us all started on holiday planning. Be sure to remind all your
auxiliary brothers and sisters that you would like to help and share in their
programs and projects. 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/


Veterans’ Day gives parades, picnics and many ways to remember our
veterans. Don’t forget those veterans in nursing facilities. A small flag and a
copy of the Buddy Poppy story are great gifts, but the visit will be the most
cherished gift of all. We need to remind them that they are honored and not
forgotten. This is a great chance to get youth groups involved and to share the
honor with our post comrades.

Yes, fall is a very busy and exciting time. We look forward to hearing about all
the wonderful projects you come up with. You’re all so creative that every year
we hear about many wonderful ideas. We look forward to stealing some of
them.

VAVS Updates

VAVS Region 3 Tucson
 

I’ve had request for contacts for some of the
programs at the Tucson VA, so I’ve included
them in this article.  The main number for
the VA is 520.792.1450.
 
 
The Veterans Crisis Line has had a number change to 988. This is the number
to be used in crisis and the caller would choose “1” for Veteran. This is much
more user friendly than the old system and is still in the process of being
upgraded.
 
PATRIOT PANTRY - Kelly Bowman, Chief, Nutrition & Food Service & Genny
Welch, Clinical Dietitian
Here is a more complete list of the specific food items the Patriot Pantry can
use:
Low-sodium canned vegetables
Sugar free canned fruit
Canned meat
Pasta sauce
Noodles
Canned fish
Peanut butter
Dried fruit
Single serving cereal
$15-$20 grocery gift cards
 
BABY BASKETS - Tammy Rascon, Maternity Care Coordinator 
Here is the link to the baby shower Amazon Wish List:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/dl/invite/9AB7ULq?
ref=cm_sw_em_r_un_un_vagQIe5LIn5b B
 
COMMUNITY LIVING CENTER-  Lisa Lemons, Restorative Nurse Coordinator
At the last meeting Lisa explained her job is to help Veterans at the bedside
and get them involved in activities that help them heal faster. The patients and
staff have taken a liking to karaoke and dancing daily. There is also a weekly
dance routine put on by the staff for the patients
She also heads up the gardening program.  Staff work with the grounds crew



to get as much supplies as the VA can provide before reaching out for
donations.
Thanks for the thousands of birthday cards the Auxiliary has donated. The
team is working on starting a birthday program to celebrate patient’s birthday
with them.

The CLC is in need of:
General gift cards for groceries and hardware stores
Large bags of bird seed
Hygiene items; aftershave, electric razors
Comfort animals
Thin jackets or sweaters (men’s)
Triangle sun sails for shade in the garden areas
 
 
YOUTH SERVE - Rob Lester, Voluntary Services Specialist
If you have youth that would like to volunteer for this program, give him a call.
 
CANTEEN (VESPA) FUNDS – Randall Craft., Canteen Chief
There is an account set up between CDCE (Voluntary Service) and the
Canteen where a percentage of purchases are collected and used for patient
programming needs at CDCE’s discretion. This is a 50-year partnership
between the Veteran Service Organizations (VSO), Veteran Health
Administration (VHA), Veteran Canteen Service (VCS), and CDCE. It was set
up to encourage and promote local activities for Veterans at local VA hospitals.

If you want to donate supplies for to the VA consider contacting Randall, to see
if the canteen can provide them. When items are purchased through the
Canteen, a percentage of between 5% to 20%, depending on the program, will
go into the VESPA account. At the end of the year, CDCE can choose how to
use the money toward patient programming. If your Auxiliary would like to
purchase canteen coupon books for Veteran patient needs you can do so thru
the canteen and CDCE would receive 10% from coupon books purchases to go
toward the VESPA account. Donations such as water, snacks, canteen coupon
books for $1 or $5 increments, and other items can be purchased from the
Canteen.
 
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO FOR OUR VETERAN PATIENTS AND
THEIR FAMILIES! 
 
Kim Sloan, VAVS Representative
Cell Phone: 520.307.7940
Email:  auxvfwarizona@msn.com              

mailto:auxvfwarizona@msn.com






Program Activity Reports
Melody Judd

melodyfaye@frontier.com

The new PAR is out. Please begin using it for your
monthly or quarterly reporting. The form can be
found at www.vfwauxaz.org under
Resources/Program Activity Reports.

Each month, the updated Monthly PAR recording sheet will be behind login on
the Department webpage at www.vfwauxaz.org. Go to Login/Members Only,

sign in and then click on Program Activity Report.

mailto:melodyfaye@frontier.com
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
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VFW National Auxiliary Mid Year on Jan 22-27,2023
Deposit due by Nov 13, 2022
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