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C O N S I D E R R E C E I V I N G T H E

If you prefer to read your magazine on your tablet, computer or

smart phone, the E-Magazine is a great choice. Log in to your

MALTA account and go to subscription preferences if you

want to receive VFW Auxiliary Magazine digitally.

The price for lumber and lumber products (paper) has

increased substantially due to supply chain issues and the

pandemic. Going digital helps you go green and saves the

Auxiliary some “green.”

Your magazine subscription preference in MALTA 

automatically defaults to the printed edition.  

You may choose one or the other. 

National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month

E-Magazine
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There you’ll find information about all our

National Programs and their awards and tons

of supplemental information like sample press

releases and speeches, toolkits, guides, best

practices for social media, certificates and

much more.

We encourage you to familiarize yourself with 

this page and all it has to offer. Take some  

time to look around! This is also where the  

2021 National Convention Book and  

Building on the VFW Auxiliary Foundation live.

Consider sharing items and areas of interest with 

fellow members who may be less tech-savvy.

Note that some resources, particularly contest entry 

forms and brochures, are updated annually. You will 

want to work with the most current version.

GET DIGITAL

Instagram
@vfwauxiliaryhq

Facebook
vfwauxiliary

Pinterest
vfwauxiliary

YouTube VFW Auxiliary
National Organization

LinkedIn
VFW Auxiliary

SOCIAL
get

YOU CAN FIND ORGANIZATIONAL RESOURCES—SO MANY—ON
OUR NATIONAL WEBSITE AT VFWAUXILIARY.ORG/RESOURCES.

RESOURCES PAGE
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members—

Thank you, Auxiliary members, for stepping up and taking on important 

leadership roles within your Auxiliary, District and Department. With the 

election of Officers, we will continue to move our organization forward while 

assisting our comrades to continue to meet the needs of our veterans, their 

families and our communities.

You are all vital pieces of our Auxiliary “puzzle” that when put together, form 

a comprehensive vision of who we are and where we are going. This year of 

Soaring Above & Beyond  speaks to merging our past with our present as 

we guide our organization to future success. 

We will do this by continuing to work together, members with members, and 

as one VFW and VFW Auxiliary family. Together, we’ll be an unstoppable 

force for serving our mission of supporting veterans and service members.

We will continue the Mentoring for Leadership Program while merging it 

with Chief of Staff; two roles, one goal. We realize that promoting a legacy of 

healthy Auxiliaries supported by members who are ready and willing to take 

over leadership roles positions us for many triumphs for our heroes for many 

years to come.

We’ll also continue the Auxiliary Community Outreach Program that is about 

donating time and being visible as volunteers with other organizations in our 

communities. An added focus this year on the 20th anniversary of 9/11 is 

on helping first responders. Find out more about these and all our National 

Programs in the 2021-2022 National Program Book.

My special project, Fund the Future, will grow support of our students 

through Auxiliary scholarships. We want to increase funds and our goal is 

to establish additional awards. Please refer to the Resources page on the 

National website and learn more from the Scholarships Ambassador. This  

is a great opportunity to recognize and reward our youth across the nation.

I encourage every member to continue to work diligently with your VFW 

Post and fellow Auxiliary members, as we can achieve so much when we 

work together and show unity within our own Post homes and within our 

communities. Remember why you joined the Auxiliary and strive to do  

your very best.

Loyally yours,

JEAN HAMIL

National President

Together,  

we’ll be an 

unstoppable 

force for serving 

our mission 

of supporting 

veterans  

and service  

members.
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Now is the  

time to work 

our National 

Programs and 

embrace our 

shared goals.

Dear Members—

We began the new Program Year at our 108th VFW 

Auxiliary National Convention in Kansas City last 

month at an abbreviated but no less significant 

Convention compared to pre-pandemic gatherings. 

While we still could not accommodate the joint VFW/

Auxiliary celebrations we look forward to, we could:

•  Meet in person, conduct business and welcome 

special guests! It was wonderful to see everyone who 

could be there.

•  See Young American Creative Patriotic Art and 

Illustrating America winning entries as well as our first-

ever Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue! national 

anthem contest winner.

•  Reflect on another challenging and rewarding year of 

serving our veterans and service members.

Convention, like much of 2020 and 2021, didn’t 

happen exactly as we imagined it. You’ll see this 

reflected in National Officers’ reports in the  

National Convention Book (also available at 

vfwauxiliary.org/resources for those who could not 

attend in person). But it was still a noteworthy step 

toward Convention, and our organization, as we used 

to know it.

We hope you’re finding this to be true at the local 

Auxiliary level, too.

With the 2021-2022 Program Year underway, now is the 

time to work our National Programs and embrace our 

shared goals.

This edition is a combination of looking forward and looking 

back. You’ll get to know more about our new National 

President, Jean Hamil, and her special project that 

supports the VFW Auxiliary’s scholarship contests. We’ll 

look back on a devastating day in our history 20 years ago 

as we remember 9/11. Learn more about how VA facilities 

across the nation show respect for our veterans with 

Honors Escort, an initiative that focuses on reverence and 

ceremony as part of their of end-of-life protocol.

As always, if you’re doing something unique (above 

and beyond routine business) in your communities to 

support our Programs, tell us about it. Send pictures. It 

could be something we want to develop into a story for 

this magazine. Email ideas to info@vfwauxiliary.org or 

acook@vfwauxiliary.org.

Amanda Cook

Editor-In-Chief
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I 
just wanted to write a letter of thanks to our 

individual VFW Auxiliary members for bringing 

hope and honor to our veterans, military 

families and survivor families throughout 16 

months of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

I chaired Auxiliary Community Outreach in 

Massachusetts in 2020-2021, and every single day 

I saw our members across the country fighting to 

help others when it was hard, things were bleak 

and nothing made sense. They said, “I can” when 

other organizations said, “I can’t,” and we did.  

Finding new ways to fundraise to support our local 

communities, putting on phone banks and card 

writing to check in on our Auxiliary members and 

elderly, driving strangers to doctors appointments, 

the store or for vaccines, and my favorite was 

seeing our youngest member and Eagle Scout and 

his scouting friends creating little libraries in the 

city so kids could access books while our library 

was closed. Every day, our Auxiliary members 

across this country found ways to strengthen and 

brighten their hometowns and our heroes during 

this tough test. I am so proud to stand with my VFW 

Auxiliary brothers and sisters. You did it. You had a 

choice to give up or fight. Bravo on being the light!

KELLY A. DURKEE-ERWIN

Waltham, Mass.

Auxiliary 10334 (Waltham)

This is the space for comments regarding your VFW Auxiliary Magazine. Mail your submissions to National 

Headquarters or email them to info@vfwauxiliary.org, marked "Letter to the Editor." We reserve the right to 

edit letters for length and clarity. The opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor should not be interpreted  

as the opinion of the National Organization. 

Reader's

VOICE

READER'S VOICE

TELL US WHAT  

YOU THINK! 

We all belong to this great 

organization because we are 

passionate about serving 

veterans, service members, 

their families and communities. 

We welcome and value your 

comments, suggestions 

and questions.

The editors of VFW Auxiliary 

Magazine want to know what you 

think about features and articles 

you see in the magazine. 

Please email your letters to the 

Editor to info@vfwauxiliary.org, 

marked “Letter to the Editor,” 

or send them to 

VFW Auxiliary Magazine, 

406 W. 34th St., 10th Floor, 

Kansas City, MO, 64111.
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AUXILIARY

SOUTH CAROLINA

Betty Brewster, 2020-2021 Auxiliary 3433 President, 

Gregory Miller and District 1 Commander, 

Janet Chisolm-Richard.

Brewster (right) and 2020-2021  

Auxiliary 3433 Senior Vice-President Dana Alves 

assemble “Buddy”® Poppies.

When Commander Gregory Miller Jr., 

VFW Post 3433 in Summerville,  

South Carolina, suddenly and 

unexpectedly passed away, Auxiliary 

members worked together to reach his goal to 

create 15,000 “Buddy”® Poppy kits for a total of 

150,000 “Buddy”® Poppies.

Miller, a U.S. Army veteran who served in Bosnia, was 

determined to enlist the help of both the Post and 

the Auxiliary to accomplish his objective. To start the 

ball rolling, he began making “Buddy”® Poppies at 

home with the help of his wife Cody Miller, his mother 

Barbara Miller and sisters Cherrie Gant and Tammy 

Pomichter, all members of Auxiliary 3433. Before  

Miller’s untimely death, the team had assembled several 

thousand flowers. 

To help complete Miller’s project, more than 20 members 

of Auxiliary 3433 volunteered to continue his mission. Judy 

Duncan, then-Auxiliary Junior Vice-President shares, “We 

truly felt the loss of our veteran and Post Commander with 

every “Buddy”® Poppy kit completed. Even with tears, we 

finished and remember him.” 

They wished to honor the man who dedicated himself to 

the Post family and who continues to motivate and inspire. 

Duncan reflects that, “All of us will be looking at the 

“Buddy”® Poppy in a different way in the future.” 

“Buddy”® Poppies are assembled by disabled and 

disadvantaged veterans who are paid for their 

work. Due to the closure of VA facilities during the 

pandemic, there was a shortage in the stockpile of 

“Buddy”® Poppies.  

“We needed assistance to make sure we had 

enough…to fulfill all orders worldwide,” said 

Lynn W. Rolf III, VFW Director of Programs.

Approximately 120 Posts/Auxiliaries contributed to the effort 

ensuring that there were ample poppies to continue supporting 

veterans and the VFW National Home for Children.  MR
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MALTA
DID YOU KNOW MEMBERS 

CAN MAKE FINANCIAL 

GIFTS IN MALTA? 
Simply log in to your MALTA account 
and click on “Make Gift” at the top of 
the page. Then click on the “Make a 
Gift” button under your name and select 
the amount and where you would like to 
designate funds.

OPTIONS ARE:

Cancer Aid & Research, which funds 
Cancer Grants that help members who 
are battling this disease. This money 
supports grants of up to $550—up to two 
per lifetime, per member. Members must 
be in good standing with at least one year 
of membership in MALTA to qualify for a 
Cancer Grant.

Health & Happiness, which goes to the 
VFW National Home for Children—
a community in Michigan that helps 

qualified veterans, service members, their 
families and relatives of VFW and Auxiliary 
members find new beginnings with rent-
free housing, childcare and more.

Patriotic Art, which supports the 
Young American Creative Patriotic Art 
Scholarship Contest that recognizes 
youth for their patriotism and talent. 

Continuing Education funds support the 
Continuing Education Scholarship Contest 
that awards $1,000 to help students in 
need realize their career dreams.  

This Program Year, donations to both 
Patriotic Art and Continuing Education will 
also go toward National President Jean 
Hamil’s special project, Fund the Future. 
Her project aims to award more scholarships 
to more students with your help. 

Find out more about Patriotic Art, 
Continuing Education and Fund the 
Future at vfwauxiliary.org/resources.

HOW TO DONATE

MY MALTA
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SOARING ABOVE  
& BEYOND
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“...I WILL CONTINUE  
TO DO MY VERY BEST  
TO REPRESENT OUR 
MEMBERS, ALWAYS 

LISTENING AND 
MAKING EFFECTIVE 

CHANGES TO  

SERVE THEM...”

GROWING UP IN THE SMALL, CLOSE-KNIT  

COMMUNITY OF CULUOTA, FLORIDA,  

GIVING BACK THROUGH SERVICE WAS THE NORM. 

It is an upbringing that instilled a solid dedication to 

volunteerism in National President Jean Hamil and her six 

brothers and sisters, who, along with their parents, spent 

many hours at the local Post and Auxiliary. Currently, six of 

the seven siblings are Auxiliary members, including three of 

her brothers. Her youngest brother, a veteran who served in 

Operation Desert Storm, made a career in the U.S. Army  

and is now a Lifetime VFW member.

“We came from a small township,” she said, “and 

community involvement 

was very important 

to our members,” 

said Hamil, 

who joined 

National President
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the Auxiliary in the 1980s on the 

eligibility of her father, George 

W. Nunnery, a U.S. Navy Korean 

War veteran. “My parents’ 

dedication to serve in the VFW 

and Auxiliary inspired me. They 

were a team, a united front on 

the Post level and later (they) 

served on the District level as 

Commander and President.”

The Auxiliary has been such an integral part of her 

life, she said, because it is her way of continuing 

what her family nurtured in her years ago.

“It’s my small way of giving back to our veterans, 

their families and members of our community,” 

she said. “My involvement started at the local level, 

then District level. It was truly an honor to represent 

the Department of Florida at the state level. I never 

imagined I would serve at the National level. I was 

blessed with mentors along the way who encouraged 

me and I have learned so much since then moving 

up the chairs. Our National Officers are united and 

serve our members with kindness and compassion.” 

Hamil’s theme, Soaring Above & Beyond, is a 

nod to those wonderful mentors. To Hamil, it 

means merging past and present as we take our 

organization into the future.

“Their knowledge and guidance, 

at every level—though many of 

them have passed on, they’re  

  always with us in our hearts 

and minds.” 

And ultimately, they help shape 

the choices we make for our great 

organization. One emphasis this 

Program Year is on continuing 

Mentoring for Leadership while 

also combining this Program with Chief of Staff.

“As we move forward,” Hamil said, “I will continue 

to do my very best to represent our members, 

always listening and hopefully making effective 

changes to serve them. We must remember our 

past while embracing the present and striving for 

a better future for our members and organization 

as a whole. We have a wonderful history of being 

a caring and compassionate organization. We 

want to build upon it for the future so we can 

continue to serve our veterans, their families and 

our communities.”  AC  

THIS PICTURE: Jean Hamil, center, in 2004 with VFW 

(Ladies) Auxiliary National President JoAnne M. Ott 

and other Southern Conference Department Presidents 

gather at a banquet. BELOW: Hamil and her 

life partner, Vietnam veteran Jim Antoine, 

in 2005.



11 VFW AUXILIARY MAGAZINEVFW AUXILIARY MAGAZINE11

Help us award more scholarships to more students with 
National President Jean Hamil’s special project that will 
increase the VFW Auxiliary’s Young American Creative 
Patriotic Art and Continuing Education funds. 

THE GOALS:
•  Increase the number of Patriotic Art scholarships 

awarded at the National level from 12 to 20. Ultimately, 
we’d like every eligible entry judged at the National level 
to receive a $500 minimum award.

•  Increase the award amount of the Continuing Education 
Scholarship from $1,000 to $2,500.

Donate to our Young American Creative Patriotic Art 
and/or Continuing Education funds today! You can support 
Hamil’s special project in three ways:

• Donate online in MALTA

•  Send a check by mail with the check earmarked either 
Patriotic Art or Continuing Education

•  Establish a Patriotic Art scholarship. Contact National 
Headquarters if you, your Auxiliary, District or 
Department is interested. See the table below for 
funding amounts.

$500
$750
$1,000
$1,500
$2,000
$2,500

$12,500
$18,750
$25,000
$37,500
$50,000
$62,500

SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT PRINCIPAL NEEDED

SPECIAL PROJECT

FUND THE 

FUTURE
VFW AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIPS

National President's

SPECIAL  PROJECT
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FOR MORE DETAILS:

Find this project’s

informational flyer at

vfwauxiliary.org/resources 

Questions?

CALL HQ: 816-561-8655

EMAIL: info@vfwauxiliary.org

SPECIAL  PROJECT
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I
t could be 8 a.m. or pushing midnight at the VA 

hospital or community living center in your town 

when a dedicated team gets the call. When 

they do, a hush replaces the cacophony of voices 

and announcements, hurried footsteps and wheels 

racing across tile floors. Everyone stops to stand 

at attention or heart salute for the veteran who has 

just passed away.

They are Honors Escort, oftentimes staff, who, in 

addition to their professional roles within the VA 

health system, also provide a special element of 

end-of-life protocol any time a veteran in their 

care dies. While each facility that has an Honors 

Escort might have its own distinctive way of 

interpreting this ceremony (one care facility could 

incorporate a unique condolence speech; another 

a handmade quilt), its purpose is universal. They 

are trained to ensure the veteran’s service and 

sacrifice are not forgotten.

This begins with support for the veteran’s family 

and goes on to include a bedside Flag ceremony 

and then the deceased veteran’s gurney is draped 

with the American Flag and a procession escorts 

him or her from the facility.

Cynthia Davis, VAVS volunteer and Life Member 

of Auxiliary 8509 in Baltimore, Maryland, says 

volunteering at the Loch Raven VA Medical Center’s 

hospice unit is her way of giving back to those who 

have given so much to us.

“After taking care of my brother and watching him 

transition while being surrounded by loved ones, 

I felt our veterans had sacrificed so much for our 

country; this was the least I could do,” she said. 

“My tour of the hospice unit helped me get to know 

patients by reading to them, writing letters and just 

being there. Assisting veterans who were unable to 

feed themselves was a labor of love for me. When 

patients were transitioning, we were instrumental 

in supporting the veterans and their family – if they 

needed a brief period of respite, it was a pleasure 

to step in and sit with their loved ones.”

U.S. Marine Corps veteran George Peterson is 

a program support assistant with the behavioral 

health service line at the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare 

System and worked at one of our national 

cemeteries before he took on a hospital role. He 

also helped get his facility’s Honors Escort going. 

He serves as its lead escort and trains others 

on how to do an Honors Escort detail.

A FINAL FAREWELL WITH DIGNITY AND RESPECT

Honors Escort
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“The Honors Escort (initiative) means a lot to me 

due to the fact that I have seen several veterans 

who have passed away and not received the 

respect that they have earned or deserved,” 

he said. “This program gives the veterans the 

entitlements that everyone should give them before 

and upon passing away. The key element to it is the 

respect that the veteran deserves for their service 

to their country and to their family.”

For Davis, another important piece of this kind of 

volunteering is about ensuring our veterans know 

they have someone who cares about them.

“Being on the hospice unit, I didn’t want our 

veterans to feel alone,” she said. “So, if it meant 

whispering a little prayer, I was willing to do that for 

them. Informing family members when a veteran had 

transitioned that the veteran was not alone provided 

some comfort to the family members.  

The most heartfelt moments came during my 

witnessing of and participation in the Honors 

Escort of the veteran. To see patients, staff and 

visitors line the halls of the center as the veteran 

is wheeled from the facility for the last time is 

indescribable. I saw patients summon all of their 

strength to stand and salute the deceased. 

My feeling is that no veteran should pass away 

alone. I volunteer with compassion and receive 

enjoyment doing for others. It’s the least we

can do for them because we don’t know their

trials and tribulations while they were stationed 

in the service.”

Find more about Honors Escort in the 2021-2022 

National Program Book’s Hospital Ambassador pages. 

“Reach out to your local VA facility and find out 

if they have an Honors Escort Program,” said 

Hospital Ambassador Robyn Kuznik. “If not, speak 

with Volunteer Services about starting one. At 

non-VA facilities, including assisted living facilities, 

nursing homes and local hospitals, there is an 

opportunity to educate staff about how to pay 

respect to veterans who depart while in their care. 

Share what the VA does and give examples of 

how Honors Escort can be modified for their 

facility.” VA facility chaplains and palliative care 

staff may also be good resources.   AC

HONORS  ESCORT
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One day. Two numbers. 
Thousands of  lives lost.
The deadly terrorist attacks on 9/11, now 20 

years ago, that killed so many in a matter of 

hours in 2001 also led to long-term serious health 

conditions among the brave first responders who 

risked their lives that day. The attacks propelled 

the U.S. into the War on Terror deploying more 

than 2 million service members, some of them 

more than once. And some of whom never 

returned home to their families.

We will never forget —the friends and loved 

ones we lost, our heroes that day and in the 

military campaigns that followed who saved lives, 

sometimes sacrificing their own to do so. 

September 11, 2001, became a jagged inflection 

point that fractured our collective timeline: There 

was a way of life before 9/11, and life as it is now. 

It changed travel, government and how the world 

handles security. It incited decades of conflict. This 

tragedy also united our citizens and elicited even 

more respect for our service personnel.

2001, POST–9 /11:
Past National President Diana Stout, who led the 

Auxiliary the year of 9/11, described a time in the 

aftermath when troops and veterans were revered.

“The most amazing thing was the renewed 

patriotism throughout the country,” Stout said.  

“The horrific event gave our organization the 

opportunity to demonstrate what our members 

have always believed, the importance of our 

troops, our veterans and their families.”

9/11 was an impetus for many Auxiliary members 

to rally together and support their communities, 

service members and first responders and their 

families through volunteerism. 

9/11
Remembering
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“Our members were amazing,” Stout said. 
“They raised almost $300,000 for VFW calling 
cards so our troops could call home. They aided 
many military personnel and 
their families, welcomed troops 
home and did whatever their 
communities needed. Throughout 
the year we were able to thank our 
members for how much they were 
doing and show them the value of 
their efforts.”

Accounts of these acts of service 
are recorded in the National 
magazine and in the book, 100 

Years for Our Veterans.

From Vermont to Kansas to 
Texas, members held blood 
drives, raised funds for the New 
York City’s Fireman’s Fund, 
held prayer meetings for and 
donated money to the families of 
those who perished on 9/11. In 
October 2001, more than 15,000 
people gathered for a VFW- and 
Auxiliary-sponsored patriotic rally 
held in Liberty Park, New Jersey. 
The event served as an outlet for 
Americans to show their support 
for troops fighting the terrorists 
responsible for 9/11.

THE DAY OF THE ATTACKS, 
WASHINGTON, D.C.:
For Cortina Barnes, who served 
as Auxiliary National President 10 
years after the attacks, 9/11 began 
with clear, blue skies and air crisp 
with a hint that autumn was right 
around the corner. 

“It was promising to be another 
one of those heartbreakingly 
gorgeous days that just begged 
you not to go to work and do 
something fun instead. But 
September, as the Director of 
Budget at the Air Force Pentagon 
Communications Agency, meant 
you could not just take a day off,” 
she said. “So, at 7:30 a.m. I picked up my coffee 
and headed to my offices on the fifth floor, ‘D’ ring. 
At that time, I headed a team of 11 civilian and 

military budget analysts, and we had a job to do. 
That day that began as an ordinary morning ended 
as a day I will never forget.”

Her division was in an area with 
windows that looked out to the 
next ring of the building. There 
were no televisions or an intercom 
system because the space had 
not yet undergone a renovation, 
so she and her team were 
unaware of what had happened 
in New York.

At approximately 9:37 a.m., the 
entire building shook following a 
thunderous boom.“The Pentagon 
is a five-sided ‘little city.’ Twenty-
thousand people work there every 
day. How can a building of this 
size shake? My first thought was, 
was this an earthquake, or have 
we been hit by a bomb?”

Then came the screaming.
“People were running down the 
hallway and banging on office 
doors to ‘Get out, get out!,’” she 
said. “Without an intercom system, 
this was the only notification we 
had. There was no evacuation plan. 
There had been no emergency 
drills. It became chaos as 20,000 
people all tried to escape the 
building at the same time using 
small stairwells that were two 
people wide. As we neared the 
windows looking out on the inner 
courtyard of the Pentagon, we 
could see the rolling black smoke 
coming towards us. That’s when we 
thought, ‘Oh, no, the building’s on 
fire! There had been a bomb!’ We 
didn’t know then how wrong that 
was. With the crush of people all 
trying to escape at the same time, 
anxiety was high. Even though we 
were all trying to hurry as fast as 
we could, there was no pushing 
or shoving – we all tried to help 
each other. When we finally got to 
an outer door, the Pentagon police 

were yelling for everyone to get away from the 
building as quickly as possible.” 

COVER  STORY
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Everyone was trying to find out what had 

happened. Barnes needed to, and did later that 

night, account for her staff after they became 

separated in the tumult of evacuating. But she 

would learn that 

she knew people 

at work who did 

not survive when 

flight 77 crashed 

into the Pentagon. 

In the wake of the 

Pentagon attack, most cell phones were useless. 

The networks were overloaded. All subway 

transportation stopped. When a U.S. fighter jet 

roared overhead, she said, “Everyone jumped. 

Was this the beginning of World War III? Was this 

going to be the Pearl Harbor of our generation? 

No one knew.”

Life became a new normal. Barnes and her team 

returned to a building that had been professionally 

scrubbed of soot, ashes and debris. They received 

grief counseling.

“We persevered and went back to work,” she said. 

“We wanted to show the world that we would not 

be defeated.”

The events of 9/11 gave us many lessons, she said, 

and changed our way of life. America became more 

guarded and secure. 

“But the events of September 11, 2001 also did 

something more. They united us as a country. It 

seemed people became more patriotic. There were 

American Flags being flown everywhere. There was 

a feeling of community and togetherness. And, at 

least for a little while, it seemed we truly were ‘one 

nation under God.’” 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2011:
The 9/11 Memorial is dedicated at the sight in New 

York City where the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers 

once stood. Family members can find the names 

of their lost loved ones etched in bronze there. As 

America marks the 10th anniversary of 9/11, U.S. 

President Barack Obama delivers a message of 

strength and unity, as reported by ABC News.

“Nothing can break the will of a truly United 

States of America,” he said. “These past 10 years 

underscore the bonds between all Americans. We 

have not succumbed to suspicion and mistrust. 

The determination to move forward as one people 

will be the legacy of 9/11. It will be said of us that 

we kept the faith; that we took a painful blow and 

emerged stronger.”

PATRIOT DAY—SEPTEMBER 11, 2021:
Auxiliaries across the nation will pay tribute to those 

we lost because of 9/11. Many have honored these 

first-responders, soldiers and veterans on an annual 

basis whether it is organizing an annual community 

walk to raise awareness or delivering gift baskets 

and notes of thanks to firefighters and police.

We will not forget the devastation of 9/11. And we 

can honor this day in our history by emulating this 

word: unity.

“It is my hope that on this Patriot Day, we first 

pause and remember those who died in the attacks 

20 years ago,” Barnes said. “Then, let us rekindle 

our feelings of love, teamwork, community and 

patriotism. Let us remember that, as Americans, 

we have shared love of our country and allegiance 

to our Flag.”

Looking back on 9/11, we realize now we have  

so much to be grateful for, said National President 

Jean Hamil.

“It was a very traumatic day for our county,” she 

said. “We are reminded that we should not take 

for granted our love of family and country. We’re 

reminded of the freedoms we may have taken 

for granted. Since 2001, our service members 

answered the call to serve with so many lives lost 

and so many still surviving with disabilities and 

PTS. We must remember, and we must continue to 

help the families involved.”  AC

COVER STORY

TOP PHOTO: Auxiliary and Post 4127 members in Homestead, Florida, pay tribute  

to 9/11 with their community Freedom Walk that they’ve organized annually for  

15 years. BELOW: Auxiliary and Post 4278 members in Camas, Washington, deliver  

thank-you snack baskets to first responders on 9/11; a gesture that began 19 years ago.



D E A D L I N E S :
M A R C H  3 1

Entries received  
by local VFW Auxiliary

A P R I L  1 5

Entries received  
by Department (state)

M A Y  5

Entries received by  
National Headquarters

PATRIOTIC  ART

This Program Year there are 
12 National awards totaling 
$33,000 for the Young 
American Creative Patriotic 
Art Contest. We’ve added 
the $1,000 M. Blanche 
Child Department of Kansas 
Auxiliary 1650 Scholarship and $500 Rosemary 
Mazer Department of New Jersey Scholarship.

With National President Jean Hamil’s special 
project, Fund the Future, we hope to establish 
more scholarship awards for Patriotic Art and 
Continuing Education.  

The Patriotic Art Contest, established in 1979, 
recognizes up-and-coming artists grades 9-12 while 
encouraging patriotism among youth. Two- and  
three-dimensional works are accepted. For complete 
details and to see 2021 winning entries, visit 
vfwauxiliary.org, Scholarships. 

Get the word out to your community about 
this great scholarship opportunity. Access  
vfwauxiliary.org/resources for a printer-friendly 
application, fillable media release, 
informational flyer, helpful hints and more.

PA T R I O T I C  A R T 
creative

2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2

Y O U N G  A M E R I C A N 
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ending October 2027. 
Home District 4 for six-year terms, both 
National Home District 3 and National 
will take place for open positions in 
elected by the membership. Elections 
to certify the election of two trustees 
The purpose of the Annual Meeting is 

ANNUAL MEETING

PURPOSE OF THE 

lbloomer@vfwnationalhome.org

517.663.7023

Eaton Rapids, MI 48827

3573 South Waverly Rd.

Executive Secretary

LYNN BLOOMER 

For more information, contact:

and Bylaws, Bylaw Article 1, Section 5.
accordance with the VFW National Home for Children Articles of Incorporation 
be held in Eaton Rapids, Michigan at 9:00 a.m. (EDT), on October 23, 2021 in 
The VFW National Home for Children’s Annual Meeting of the Corporation will 

OCTOBER 23, 2021

ANNUAL LIFE MEMBER MEETING

West Virginia
Maryland, Ohio and 
District 4 includes  

Delaware and Pennsylvania
District 3 includes  

ELECTION BALLOTS

SAVE THE DATE

Mark your calendars and join National President Jean 

Hamil for her President’s Celebration, 2022 Mid-Year 

Conference and CAFE in Florida. 

Meetings and events are scheduled January 29 

through February 3 on the Space Coast with 

Mid-Year in Melborne and CAFE in Cape Canaveral 

at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex on 

February 1. Hamil’s celebration is on January 29, 

postponed from its regularly scheduled time following 

National Convention.

Find more information at vfwauxiliary.org, Events.

MID-YEAR  
CONFERENCE 
9th Celebrating America’s  
Freedom Event
Cape Canaveral, Florida
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HQ MEMO

We want to hear about some of your exceptional 

stories of providing “Unwavering Support for 

Uncommon Heroes®.”

What is your Auxiliary doing that is truly changing 

the lives of veterans, service members, their 

families and communities for the better? Are you 

working on something that you haven’t heard of 

another Auxiliary doing?

We’re also always looking for Member Spotlight and 

My Veteran content as well as great vintage photos 

for Our History.

If you believe your idea could touch the lives  

of others and improve our organization, we  

may want to share it with more than 450,000  

of your fellow members in an upcoming issue  

of VFW Auxiliary Magazine.

Don’t feel like you have to handle the writing; just 

share your thoughts and if it is something we can 

pursue, we’ll develop it into a story. Some ideas 

are best-suited for the magazine, while others work 

better for our other communications outlets, like 

Facebook or the E-Newsletter.

DETAILS

KEEP IN MIND

STORY IDEAS?

Please note: We do not publish articles/photos 

featuring routine business (installations, for example), 

nor can we print milestone anniversaries or birthdays 

(with so many members, if we published one, we 

would have to publish all, and there is not room for 

this content in our 24-page publication.) Creative 

writing and poetry submissions will not be considered.

Send ideas to info@vfwauxiliary.org with “Magazine 

idea” in the subject line or address mail to “Letter 

to the Editor – Magazine Idea” at 406 W. 34th St., 

10th Fl., Kansas City, MO 64111.

20

TELL US ABOUT IT. 
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Count Jacques de 

Sayes; Lucy Monroe, 

VFW (Ladies) Auxiliary 

National soloist; 

Alice Donahue, VFW 

(Ladies) Auxiliary 

National President 

and Max Singer, VFW 

Commander-in-Chief 

pose below the  

Statue of Liberty on 

October 28, 1941.

A      
s with many events immediately following 

the terrorist attacks of September 11,     

2001, the Auxiliary’s participation in 

the Statue of Liberty Birthday Celebration, held 

annually on October 28, could not take place as 

planned. Due to limits on travel and the temporary 

closure of Liberty Island, what would have been 

the Auxiliary’s 65th year observing Lady Liberty’s 

birthday was canceled. Instead, the  

VFW and Auxiliary hosted the United 

for Liberty Rally, at Liberty State 

Park, New Jersey overlooking New 

York Harbor. 

Diana Stout, National President  

of the VFW (Ladies) Auxiliary in  

2001-2002, noted the increase 

in patriotism and the desire 

of Jim Goldsmith, then-

National Commander-

in-Chief of the VFW to 

“recognize the importance 

of the liberty we enjoy 

in the United States and 

demonstrate we were not 

afraid. With New York being 

the site of such horrific 

carnage, Jim wanted us to do 

our part to show who we are to 

the rest of the world, that the 

United States was united and 

would not be bullied  

by terrorists.”   

On October 27, 2001 Stout, 

Auxiliary National Line  

Officers, Goldsmith and more 

than 15,000 attendees  

celebrated our freedom and supported our troops 

under the watchful eye of the Statue of Liberty 

and the backdrop of a forever-changed Manhattan 

skyline. The patriotic rally featured entertainers 

including Toby Keith, high-ranking military and 

government officials, and a recorded message from 

U.S. President George W. Bush. Goldsmith also 

spoke at the event, inspiring the crowd with his 

message: “Our will isn’t broken. It isn’t even bent.” 

The annual birthday celebration for Lady Liberty 

returned in 2002 and was held through 2011. 

Although the celebration was planned for 2012, 

damage caused by Hurricane Sandy made it 

necessary to cancel that year. Now the Auxiliary 

celebrates America’s freedom annually at national 

monuments and patriotic locales at CAFE.  MR

In 2003, Auxiliary 

donations provided 

a grove of trees 

to be planted on 

Liberty Island 

in memory of 

victims of the 9/11 

terrorist attacks.

VFW (Ladies) Auxiliary National President Diana Stout and VFW Commander-in-Chief Jim Goldsmith join performers 

and military personnel onstage in singing “God Bless America” during the United for Liberty Rally finale.
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Your purchase from the VFW Store supports veterans, military service members and their families!Prices valid through 8/31/2022

Ordering from the VFW Store is easy...

Order online: vfwstore.org
Order by phone:  1.833.VFW.VETS (1.833.839.8387)
Order by fax: 1.816.968.1115
Mail: VFW Store, 406 W. 34th Street, Kansas City, MO 64111

No. Product/Description/Size Qty Price
_____ _____________________________ _____ ______

_____ _____________________________ _____ ______

_____ _____________________________ _____ ______

Product Total $           ______

MO Residents only

add 8.85% sales tax ______

Shipping & Handling ______

Total $ ______

VFW Post/Aux #______________________________________________

Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City __________________________State__________Zip______________

Phone__________________________________________________________

Email___________________________________________________________

CREDIT CARD         MC       Visa        Discover        AmEx

Card # _________________________________________________________

Exp. Date (MM/YYYY) _______________________________________

Signature _____________________________________________________

Shipping & Handling
Up to $10.00................
$10.01 to $25.00.........
$25.01 to $50.00.........
$50.01 to $75.00.......
$75.01 to $100.00.....
$100.01 to $200.00...
$200.01 to $300.00...
$300.01 & Over..........

$4.00
$7.00
$9.00

$12.00
$15.00
$17.00
$19.00
$24.00

Product Total $

MO Residents only
add 8.85% sales tax

Shipping & Handling

Total $

AUXILIARY BLANKET 
80/20 cotton/polyester 
fleece. Contrast jersey 
binding at edge. Measures 
50 x 60".
1975 $32.00

PATRIOTIC KNIT CAP Navy blue 
with white USA and red stripes 
plus coordinating pom.
Made in the USA.   7236  $12.95 

M
ADE IN

ROLLING TOTE Locking pull-up handle with
in-line skate wheels. Multiple pockets. Spacious
main zipper compartment. Not for checked
luggage. 13½ x 18 x 8".
1134 Teal $43.95
1129 Black $43.95

PATRIOTIC PEARL SET
Freshwater pearls 7-8 
mm in red, white and 
blue. The 18" necklace 
and 7½" bracelet can 
be linked to create a 25"
necklace. Earring studs 
are 14K white gold 
filled.
1784  $48.95

ROYAL BLUE T-SHIRT 100%
cotton. Imported; decorated in
USA.  Unisex sizing.
7597    M-XL $9.95

2XL $12.95
3XL-5XL   $15.95

NEW

NEW! BLUE HEATHER 
JERSEY AUXILIARY CAP 
Cotton jersey. Six-panel, 
medium profile structured 
cap; fabric strap with two-
piece hook-and-loop closure.    
7232   $13.95

TEAL JOURNAL
Front pocket fits 
most cell phones.  
Elastic pen holder, 
ribbon bookmark, 
document pocket 
on inside back 
cover. 80 lined 
pages. 5½ x 8¼". 
Debossed VFW 
Auxiliary.
1203  $15.95

NECKLACE, EARRINGS 
AND BRACELET
Rhodium plated with 
full-color enamel charm. 
1682 Necklace, 19” $16.95
1683 Earrings, 2¾” $16.95
1681 Bracelet, 8” $9.95
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we lost.
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