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Hi friends!
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas next week, we'd like to share with you all of the holiday
fun we've been having here at the National Home. We welcomed the VFW Department of
Michigan's 8th District onto campus for our annual Santa Firetruck Delivery at the beginning
of December. The next day the Cooties came to town to celebrate the 92nd Annual Cootie

1

Christmas Party. Santa Shop opened this week, and families have enjoyed the opportunity to
pursue the many wonderful donations you've all sent in to find that special something for their
friends and family members.
We are also excited to announce that our new Executive Director, Michael Wilson, will be
starting after the first of the year. We are very much looking forward to what the next year will
bring under his leadership.
We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and enjoy our newsletter!
Your friends at the VFW National Home for Children

National Home Board Selects Michael Wilson As New Executive
Director

The Board of Trustees has selected Michael Wilson as
the Executive Director of the VFW National Home for
Children. Michael succeeds Fred Puffenberger, who
retired in October 2021. Michael will begin this new role
on January 3rd, 2022.
Michael is a retired Army National Guard Command
Sergeant Major with many years of leadership
experience in civilian and military organizations.
Michael most recently was the CEO and Principal
Consultant for Pro Leader Consulting LLC, supporting
non-profit agencies and organizations in organizational
leadership and development.
Michael is a veteran of Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom
and has spent much of his time over the last several
years working with veterans and veteran organizations
in efforts to increase veteran services and support throughout the state.
“Veterans and their families are often underserved, and the issues they face while
transitioning home can be difficult,” says Wilson, “it’s been my passion to support them and
increase awareness of their needs within our communities.”
Learn more about Michael on our blog!
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Santa Firetruck Delivery
Every year Santa and Mrs. Claus make their
way to Eaton Rapids, Michigan, to deliver
presents door to door to the families at the
VFW National Home for Children. To see
more photos of their visit, check out our
Flickr album. Thank you, VFW Department
of Michigan, District 8, for helping Santa out
with his deliveries!

The 92nd Annual Cootie
Christmas Party
We were glad to host the Cootie Christmas
party this year! It may have looked a little
different than in years past, but the
outpouring of love from our Cooties was felt
by residents and staff alike. Thank you for
helping our families have a very merry Christmas, and enjoy this video of the event!

Santa Shop
We'd like to thank everyone who donated
items this year for the National Home's
Santa Shop. Every year we set up a shop in
our Auditorium where children can come,
and "shop" for Christmas presents for their
friends and family members.

A National Home Resident Shares Their Family Holiday Tradition
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Help our future shine as bright as our past
and present by becoming a Home Front
Hero this year!
Want to make a consistent and lasting difference in the
lives of military and veteran families? You can start today
by committing to a monthly contribution to the VFW
National Home for Children. As a Home Front Hero, you’ll
help ensure the seamless and consistent delivery of
programs and services to our families, which include
housing, counseling, tutoring, life skills, daycare, and
more.
-It’s easy – Choose to have your monthly gift paid
automatically from your credit card or checking/savings
account.
-It’s flexible – You determine the amount of your monthly donation. You can also email us to
increase, decrease or suspend your gift at any time.
-It’s eco-friendly – Save trees by switching to paperless, automatic donations.
-It saves money – Save the cost of a stamp with every gift you make.

GIFTS FROM YOUR IRA
Are you 70.5 years old or older and do you have a traditional IRA? You can minimize your
future tax burden and make a donation to us from your IRA. If you are 72 years old or older
and have to take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), you can give to the VFW National
Home for Children and save on taxes. Visit this free online tool to learn more.
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