
VFW Auxiliary Department of Arizona  
Honors Escort Program 

 

Please get this information out to all Care Centers, Hospices,  First-Responders,   

Coroners and Hospitals.  

If these folks do not have Flags to be utilized, you may use your Hospital Grant to 
order and give them out.  

If you should come across a program already in place, please let me know.  

 

Honors Escort 

The Honors Escort (Final Salute in some facilities) Program is an opportunity to 
honor each veteran in a respectful and open manner and provides an 
opportunity for a veteran’s family and friends, other veterans, and medical 
facility staff to participate in a display of high regard and reverence for the 
individual at the time of death. It is a brief ceremonial procession for Veterans 
at their hour of death. It honors military Veterans who have unselfishly served 
our Country.  

After pronouncing death, the patient’s family is called and comes in to see their 
loved one. The body is placed on a gurney and is draped with Old Glory, the 
symbol of our freedom. As the body and family are led out of the hospital room, 
care center home etc., to the exit, fellow soldiers come to the doors of their 
rooms. Civilians stand with their hands on their hearts. Veterans give the military 
salute, standing if they are able. In some facilities, Taps is played. 

This is an honor due every Veteran during their last hour. 

 

 


