National Home News for Our Friends at
Your Organization
Dear Mr./Ms. ,
As I sit here attempting to share with you my reflections
of the year 2020, my first instinct was to type the word
“YUCK”. I suspect that my instinctive reaction to the
year 2020 is consistent with most of yours as well. It’s
clearly been a turbulent, chaotic and dark year for us
all. One to forget, but likely always memorable.
Now that all my negative thoughts have drained through
my fingertips and on to this page, let’s move on!
I share with you that even in the blurriness and chaos of 2020 our staff and
residential community still found light. When you think about it, our very existence,
our reason of being, our ability to serve our veterans and their families is the very
embodiment of light.
Our veterans and their families through the uncertainty and perils of their
sacrifices have lived through many a day of uncertainty and chaos. The wisdom
of our founders 96 years ago envisioned a community where those uncertainties
and perils of sacrifice could be replaced with opportunity and hope. A repayment
for those who sacrificed to secure and protect the freedoms we are blessed to
have today.
So in 2020 here we are, continuing to live out our mission.
Through the gloominess of this past year our staff envisioned, created and
executed our family services in ways never imagined before. Our families with a
deep appreciation, engaged and embraced these ways knowing with a certainty
that we were still here doing what we do.
In fact we have received unsolicited appreciative comments from our residents
who have shared that they do not know where they would be without the
generosity of our donors who support the homes and services they receive. On
behalf of our residents, our staff and our Board of Trustees, I thank you for
allowing us to do what our founding fathers started 96 years ago.
Yes, 2020 has been a foggy, stormy year on all of us. To me, like a bad dream
that I could never awake from. While it may not completely be over I know, we
know, it never beat us. We are stronger, smarter and as caring as ever.

Thank you my friends for allowing us through your prayers, and generosity of gifts,
to be the beacon of hope and inspiration to these very deserving families. Yes,
you are indeed our light.
Regards,
Frederick Puffenberger
Executive Director

What's Happening at the National Home
A Christmas Like No Other
Despite the challenges of
2020, nothing could keep
Santa from visiting the
Children of the National
Home.
Though unfortunately we
were unable to be together
this year for the Annual
Cootie Christmas Party, we
reflected fondly on the
memories of this annual tradition of Christmas cheer.
Thankfully Santa and Mrs. Claus from VFW District 8 of Michigan could count on
the trusty Firetrucks from the National Home's fire barn and nearby Onondaga
Fire Department to assist them in delivering gifts to the eagerly awaiting children
of the National Home.
Thank you! It’s your support throughout the year that makes these magical
Christmas memories possible for our residents.

Have you taken a virtual tour of the National Home?
Because we have been unable to open up the beautiful National Home grounds
for tours this year, we have created this virtual tour of the VFW National Home for
Children.

96 Years of History. 96 Years of Changing Veteran Family's
Lives.
Yesterday we celebrated our 96th birthday! 96 years of helping military and
veteran families and it all started with Mrs. Pollett and her six children. Learn
about the history of the National Home by watching this video!

In December 2020, 43 parents and
65 children lived in our community in
Eaton Rapids, Michigan.
The National Home's neighborhood
is open to the families of active-duty
military personnel, veterans and
relatives of VFW and VFW Auxiliary
members. The family can be one or
both parents with one or more children.
If you know a family that could use our services, please encourage them to call
800-313-4200 or contact us through our website.
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