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President Janae's Message

It is hard to believe November is already here and
Thanksgiving is around the corner. As the days
and nights are getting cooler for us in the desert,
we are starting to put away our summer clothes
and getting out our winter clothes. I am sure
those living in the mountains are already switched
out their clothes.

Many of us will be involved in activities for Veterans Day. I hope they will be
successful and remember and honor all our veterans. Don't forget to remember
and honor those in hospitals.

http://www.vfwauxaz.org


Many auxiliaries and posts are working on setting up to pack food boxes and
dinners for our veterans and their families for Thanksgiving. If the Post is doing
dinner for Thanksgiving at the Post and there are veterans who are unable to
drive themselves, please offer to drive them to the Post.  If the Post is not open
for dinner, please offer to have them in your home for Thanksgiving.  Please
remember to do this with a smile .

November is Military Family Month. This is a time to honor and recognize
those families that sacrifice and have challenges in support of their loved ones
who are in uniform.

Mentor moment: Our Patriotic Instructors do so much for us as: 1) See that
the room is in keeping with the Ritual; 2) Instruct the members in the proper
use of and salute to the Flag.3) Maintain a record of all patriotic days and
initiate programs for their proper observance.

Department Announcements

The National President's visit will be
December 11th. See flyer below for
more information.

Department Winter Conference will be
Jan 8th and 9th of 2022 in Phoenix.
See flyer below for more information.

Both flyers are also on the Department webpage - www.vfwauxaz.org under
news/events

National News

*2022 Podium books should be available mid
November from the VFW Store.

*The November issue of the National VFW
Auxiliary magazine has been emailed or
mailed. You can also access it on the
Department page at www.vfwauxaz.org under
news/National VFW Auxiliary magazine.

*​2022 Mid-Year Conference and Celebrating America's Freedom Event  
January 29 - February 3, 2022 in Melbourne and Cape Canaveral, Florida
Registration opens on Sept 1, 2021

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://wwww.vfwauxaz.org
http://vfwauxiliary.org/mid-year-conference-celebrating-americas-freedom-event/
http://vfwauxiliary.org/mid-year-conference-celebrating-americas-freedom-event/
http://vfwauxiliary.org/mid-year-conference-celebrating-americas-freedom-event/


​VFW National Home for Children

News from the VFW National Home for
Children

The VFW National Home for Children just
held the annual meeting of the Life Members. At that meeting, two new
Trustees started their terms on the Board of Trustees – PNP Sandi Kriebel and



Jodie Hollinger. I’m confident that they will both be assets to the Board and the
National Home. 

Fred Puffenberger retired last month with the approval of the Board of
Trustees and a plan in place to manage the day to day operations of the
Home.  Two of the current Directors, Sue Alverson and Todd Marriott will act
as Interim Executive Directors pending the hiring of a new full time Executive
Director.  We hope to have that person in place by the end of the year but will
extend that goal if necessary to have the right person in place.  

We continue to work on gathering information regarding the costs of
maintaining a family on campus. This will give us a better idea of that cost so
that we can do some long range planning and better advise the Departments
about House Funds.  
There are currently about 10 vacant houses on campus with several families in
the process of completing the admission process.  Those vacant houses are all
in the process of necessary upkeep/renovations to get ready for a new
family.  One was ready for move in when I was there and I got to see the
inside.

The Early Education Center had some modifications to the building to better
accommodate and adhere to Covid state requirements regarding the care of
young children.  We were able to tour the building after all the kids had been
picked up.  One little girl’s Dad had just gotten there when we were waiting
outside to get it.   She came bounding out the door and straight in to my arms
for a hug!  She then went around and got a hug from everyone.  What a joy to
know that we are helping her family and she is in a safe and loving place.  

Back to business – the Board of Trustees is in the process of updating Policies
and Procedures that govern the Home, the Board of Trustees, Residents and
Staff.

The new website is up and running and as with all websites is a work in
progress. Check it out at https://vfwnationalhome.org

National Videos

Historian & Media Relations: Facebook
& Video Tips

National Ambassador's Blog
Articles

Below are links to Blog Articles written by the
National Ambassadors. Each month that the
Ambassadors post information on the
National Blog, it will be in the next
Department newsletter. These links will also

https://www.vfwnationalhome.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tz0rcGWXSjw


be on each program's page on the Department webpage - www.vfwauxaz.org

Community Outreach - Plan Ahead to Volunteer with other Organizations
this Holiday Season
Buddy Poppy & National Home - Ways to Educate & Donate
Chief of Staff & Mentoring for Leadership - Is my Auxiliary on Track to
stay Healthy?
Hospital: Honor Veterans and Have a Healthy November
Legislative: Three Ways to be an Effective Advocate
Scholarship: Details and Deadlines
Youth: Fall Service Opportunities for Youth

Department
Secretary/Treasurer

Kim Sloan

Treasurer Tips:
The Treasurer's Report that is given
at the meeting can be corrected if
necessary after the report has been

read at a meeting.  The Treasurer's Report is just that - a
"report".  If there is an error that is discovered later by the
Treasurer or by the Trustees, in the performance of an audit, the
correction should be made by the Treasurer, dated and
initialed.  The Treasurer may even add a note as to when/why
the correction was made.  
The Audit Report CANNOT be changed once it is read and
approved by the Auxiliary at the meeting.  If a previous Audit
Report is found to be incorrect, the correction MUST be made
on the next Audit Report.   
The monthly Treasurer's Report is to be read in full and in
detail at the meeting.  The Auxiliary members are entitled to
know what money has been received and from what source and
they have a right to know what funds have been expended and
for what.   I would say that the Treasurer could combine dues
into one item Dues - by stating for example "We received dues
from 5 annual members totaling $150, 3 new annual members
totaling $120, one new Life Member fee of $86."  
The monthly Treasurer's Report must balance with the Bank
Statement.  Therefore, any Outstanding Deposits or Outstanding
Checks must be listed on the Treasurer's Report.   

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
https://vfwauxiliary.org/auxiliary-community-outreach-plan-ahead-to-volunteer-with-other-organizations-this-holiday-season/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VFW_Auxiliary_Programs+%28VFW+Auxiliary+National+Programs+Blog+3%29
https://vfwauxiliary.org/buddy-poppy-vfw-national-home-for-children-ways-to-educate-and-donate/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VFW_Auxiliary_Programs+%28VFW+Auxiliary+National+Programs+Blog+3%29
https://vfwauxiliary.org/chief-of-staff-mentoring-for-leadership-is-my-auxiliary-on-track-to-stay-healthy/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VFW_Auxiliary_Programs+%28VFW+Auxiliary+National+Programs+Blog+3%29
https://vfwauxiliary.org/hospital-honor-veterans-and-have-a-healthy-november/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VFW_Auxiliary_Programs+%28VFW+Auxiliary+National+Programs+Blog+3%29
https://vfwauxiliary.org/legislative-three-ways-to-be-an-effective-advocate/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VFW_Auxiliary_Programs+%28VFW+Auxiliary+National+Programs+Blog+3%29
https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships-details-and-deadlines/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VFW_Auxiliary_Programs+%28VFW+Auxiliary+National+Programs+Blog+3%29
https://vfwauxiliary.org/youth-activities-fall-service-opportunities-for-youth/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VFW_Auxiliary_Programs+%28VFW+Auxiliary+National+Programs+Blog+3%29


Happenings at the Districts
(Any events listed without times, please contact the

Auxiliary President for more information)

District 2

Aux 7400 (Cottonwood):
Every Sunday snacks provided for Bingo
players

Aux 10227 (Prescott Valley):
Nov 5-6th - Distribute poppies
Dec 7th - Battle Buddies Breakfast

Aux 12128 (Williams):
Nov 11th - Veteran Wreath placing in Williams
Dec 7th - Participating in Pearl Harbor Ceremony
Dec 11th - Wreath Placement at Veterans Statue in Williams and at
Williams Cemetery Veterans Cross

District 3

Aux 1433 (Glendale):
Nov 11th - Veteran's day, Flag raising and family day
Dec 4 - 312th AG Postal Unit Family Day - Christmas Party
Dec 11th - Voice of Democracy/Patriots Pen/Teacher of the Year
Banquet
Dec 12th - Children's Christmas Party from 10-1 pm

Aux 12098 (Buckeye):
Nov 6th - Participating in the Buckeye Veterans Day Parade
Nov 13th - Organizing and running the "Remember the Buckeye Fallen
6" VFW and AL Golf Tournament

District 4

District 4 Special Activity – Weezie’s Diaper Bags Fundraiser: We are
collecting Filled diaper bags from our Auxiliaries to be able to provide to the
Phoenix National Guard’s Family Readiness Group.

December 5th - Family Day at the Phoenix National Guard Armory from 10 am -
2 pm (see flyer below) In addition to Phoenix, we are expecting Marana’s
Platoon and Brigade.

Auxiliary 720 (Maricopa):
 Every Friday Jack of Hearts Drawing at 6 pm.
 First Fridays resume September 3rd with food trucks at 5pm and our first
comedy show starting at 7 pm. 
Monthly Auxiliary meeting is the first Saturday of each month at 12 pm. 
Sunday brunch 11 am-2 pm each week. 



Taco Tuesday featuring Navajo Tacos 2-8 pm each week.
Wednesdays are Poker & Darts League Night – serving Pot Roast.
November 5th - Comedy Night at 7 pm

 
Auxiliary 1760 (Mesa):

Nov 20 - Saturday 4:00 pm 100 Turkey give away.
Nov 27 - Saturday Toy Drive at 4:00 pm.
Dec 18 - Saturday 8:00 am Wreaths Across America

Auxiliary 1796 (Black Canyon City):
 Flyers concerning scholarships posted at local library and post office in
attempt to reach home school students, also sending info to area of
Navajo reservation where 2 Aux members grew up.
We are also posting flyers in post office, at library, and on Facebook that
are informational entitled, “Did You Know…”
 Working with the Post to have Friday night meals for the Building Fund
and we try to post on Facebook.
Thursday Tacos in the canteen twice a month for post fundraising.
November 6 - assisting with MAM fundraising event

 
Auxiliary 3513 (Scottsdale):

Sunday Brunch, 50/50 and Jack of Hearts is held Sundays at 1 pm.
50/50 Raffle every Wednesday along with Dinners.
Ongoing Cat Rescue program – https://www.azbw.com/vfw-cat-rescue

Auxiliary 3632 (Tempe):
Ongoing, we have boxes set out at both Tempe American Legion Posts
collecting quarters to fund raise for the Arizona Veterans Home.
Sundays at American Legion Post 138 – Music by Trevor, Meat Raffle,
and Lunch Specials for $5 made by Chef Stolie. Boxes for the Troops
fundraiser.
Thursday, November 11 th we are tentatively planning to participate in the
Tempe Veterans Day Parade with a focus on buddy poppy donations.
 Saturday, November 20, 1-4 pm – Boxes for the Troops Packing Day at
American Legion Post 2, 2125 S. Industrial park Rd, Tempe, AZ 85282.
We are fundraising up ‘til the event and our goal is to be able to send out
100 packages this year. (see flyer below)

Auxiliary 9400 (Sunnyslope):
November 11th we will have a flag raising commemorating Veterans Day
at noon followed by an Open House.
November 13th we will be having a steak dinner for an organization called
1000 man shoot. Public are welcome and the cost is currently TBA.

District 5

Auxiliary 549 (Tucson):
Dec 19th - Children's Christmas Party from 1-3 pm

Auxiliary 5990 (Marana):
Nov 20th - First Responders Thank You Giving Feast
Dec 12th - Auxiliary dinner at 5 pm

Auxiliary 10254 (Three Points):

https://www.azbw.com/vfw-cat-rescue


3rd Saturday in Dec - hosting a Veteran's breakfast

District 6

Auxiliary 2364 (Pintop-Lakeside):
Nov 11th - Veterans Day memorial (see flyer below)
Dec 19th - working with Aux 9907 - putting together food boxes

Auxiliary 8987 - (Eagar):
Now - Nov 11th - Missing Man Table is rotated at various businesses
Oct - Dec - holding a "Halloween Spirits" Raffle
Nov 25th - Hosting annual Thanksgiving dinner

Auxiliary 9907 - (Show Low):
Nov 11th - Veterans day dinner to be held at Elks
Nov 25th - Thanksgiving dinner
Dec 7th - Pearl Harbor Memorial at Veterans Memorial
Dec 15th - Wrap toys for Christmas
Dec 19th - Shop and pack food boxes for families

District 7

Auxiliary 9972 - (Sierra Vista):
Nov 11th - Participating in Veterans Day parade
Nov 21st - Luncheon for students who participated in VOD/PP contest
Dec 18th - Helping local firefighters bag and tag Christmas gifts

Auxiliary 10385 - (Thatcher):
Nov 11th - Participating in the Memorial parade.
Nov 13th - Nickel Auction - 9:30 - 3 pm (see flyer below)

District 8

Auxiliary 404 - (Mohave Valley):
Nov 25th - Providing free Thanksgiving dinner
Dec 25th - Providing free Christmas dinner

Auxiliary 2555 - (Golden Valley):
Mondays - Tacos & In house pool
Wednesdays - Ladies Pool & Pot luck
Fridays - Burger, Fish or Shrimp dinner
Saturdays - Dinner

Auxiliary 9401 - (Lake Havasu City):
Nov 11th - Veterans Day Parade and Buddy Poppy distribution
October & November - Youth Book donations
October - Karaoke competition
Every Tuesday - Bar Bingo - 6 pm
Every Friday - Dinner 4 - 7 pm and Karaoke from 7 to ?
Every Sunday - Breakfast - 8 am - 11 am
Tuesdays - Fridays - Lunch from 11 am - 2 pm

Auxiliary 9833 (Dolan Springs):



Nov 11 - Lunch
Nov 25th - Thanksgiving dinner
Dec 4th - Auxiliary Christmas Bazaar

Auxiliary 11014 - (Meadview):
Nov 5th-6th - Yard Sale
Nov 11th - Flag Retirement & Flag Raising & lunch
Nov 27th - FFF craftshow
Dec 7th - Flag Raising

District 10

Auxiliary 1677 (Casa Grande):
Nov 4 & 5th - Buddy Poppy Drive 8 am - 4 pm
Nov 6th - Veterans Day Parade
Nov 25th - Thanksgiving Dinner

Auxiliary 3584 (Superior):
Nov 11th - Flag Retirement
Nov 25th - Thanksgiving dinner

Auxiliary 3713 - (Coolidge):
Nov 11th - Veterans Day Flag Raising - 8 am
Nov 19th - Fish Fry - 4:30 pm
Nov 25th - Thanksgiving dinner at American Legion
Dec 17th - Fish Fry - 4:30 pm
Dec 18th - Children's Christmas Party
Dec 25th - Christmas Dinner at VFW

Auxiliary 7968 - (Apache Junction):
Nov 9th - Cake for Marine Corps birthday at bingo
Nov 11th - Having hamburgers and hot dogs after the Veterans Day
parade
Nov 11th - Flag raising at 12 pm
Nov 13th - Participating in the Apache Junction Festival
Nov 17th - Early Bird dinner - free to those who have paid their annual
dues and life members
Nov 19th - Feather Party
Nov 25th - Thanksgiving dinner at 1 pm
Dec 1 - VOD/PP Awards Banquet dinner at 6 pm
Dec 7th - Flag raising for Pearl Harbor day at 12 pm
Dec 16th - Spaghetti dinner
Dec 18th - Feather Party
Dec 24th - Annual Tom and Jerry party at 1 pm
Dec 25th - Christmas dinner at 1 pm
Dec 31st - New Years Eve party

Auxiliary 9399 - (Apache Junction):
Nov 11th - Veterans Day Parade
Nov 13th - Participating in the Apache Junction Festival
Nov 25th - Thanksgiving dinner
Dec 4th - Motown Band



Auxiliary 12043 - (Maricopa):
Nov 11th - Veterans Day Parade

Chief of Staff/Mentoring for
Leadership

Reba Dermody

This is the season of giving!!

At its core, being a mentor is being a
trusted advisor. Being a mentor involves

making yourself available to support and advise someone when they need it,
delivering that support in a way that makes sense to them, and always keeping
that person’s best interests in mind.

Take a minute to think about the best mentor you've ever had.
Now, think of what made them stand out to you. Was it the example they set?
That you felt like they understood your communication style, your working
style, or your goals? That they seemed to always point you to the right
resources or give you the right advice when you needed it?

At some point in your life (and, if you're lucky, many times), you're going to find
yourself playing the role of a mentor to someone, somewhere. It can be both
exciting, and a little confusing. What exactly does it mean to be someone's
mentor, and how can you stand out in the role?

With this, the start of the Holiday season ask yourself - How can I thank those
that have helped me with so much? In the last two years of Covid, sometimes
people haven’t been very nice to each other and spoke out in anger. Maybe
now is the time to smooth things over. But how can you do that?
How about just a gift card, or a small gift with a Thank You card. It doesn’t have
to be much. Every little gesture that you do will go a long way.

Now is the time of the season to have a Thank You event within your Auxiliary.
Cake and Coffee or a small potluck before your meetings. Have everyone
come in their favorite fall shirt to the meetings. Doing just a little to say I know
we have been through a LOT and let’s get back together and do the things we
need to do to help our fellow members, Veterans, Active Duty, and their
families.

Just remember - some of your members and families have been through a
LOT these past two years. Put that smile on your face. Ask if you can help.
Give a little of yourself to make others feel good. You might surprise yourself
and you might start feeling better.

If you haven’t sent me your project report for Mentoring. Please do so as soon
as you can.

Membership



Jeanne Hampton

Happy Fall!!
 
Finally, the cooler weather has set in here in the
North-Western part of the State, our Snowbirds
are flocking home for the winter, and what an
AMAZING attendance at Fall Conference!
 
Retention: The numbers are looking better. We
have concentrated for so long on recruiting new
members, remembering our Annual Members, those who already belong
sometimes get overlooked. Reach out! It is not too early to contact family
members with the “great gift idea” of a Life Membership to the VFW Auxiliary
and to potentially begin an Angel Tree or Santa’s Stocking for those who may
wish to secretly gift an Annual Member by paying their dues. 
 
Annual Members may pay their dues, or “Convert to Life” online, safely and
securely, through MALTA- their 2022 membership is instantly updated
available in the palm of their hand- no waiting to be processed.
 
Auxiliary Officers who may be Annual Members can no longer hold an office if
their membership dues are not paid by December 31.
 
Work on getting the dues renewal notices sent to your Annual Members. The
holidays are right around the corner and that is an easy one to check off the
list. Did you know- Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers the Annual Member
dues renewal letters are already written and available to you through
MALTA? All you have to do is print, address an envelope, and send them to
your Annual Members who show as Unpaid. MALTA, Duties, Reports, Dues
Renewal Letters. Take a photo of your Membership Team and add it to your
Membership Program Report on “how” you contacted your Annual
Members. What worked best for your Auxiliary- email, Social Media, phone
calls, texts, mailed notes, flyers? The reports that have been received are
AMAZING! Congratulations to the Auxiliaries that have reached their 50%
retention goal by October 31!!!
 
Since the weather is cooling and we have Veteran and Holiday events in
November and December, consider holding a training on *the important
elements of a VFW Auxiliary Membership Application*. Be familiar with the
location in the Podium Book for the eligible campaigns and medals. Be
knowledgeable with how to obtain eligibility documents and assist in facilitating
the potential member in learning more about their Veteran. Encourage your
Auxiliary to have persons knowledgeable, personable, and welcoming to the
potential new member. Have a fresh stock of Membership Applications in the
hall, on event tables, and at community activities.

Help to make this a fun opportunity for all the members to wish to
participate. Mentor and partner up with a new Member, like a Secret Santa of
old, to guide the new member into the fold with your existing current members.
 
Take a look at the many documents available on the VFWAuxAZ.org site
under Membership or the Resources Page at VFWAuxiliary.org  Invite your

http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://www.vfwauxaz.org


members to become involved. Find out what the Membership wants from
THEIR Auxiliary.
 
MALTA Sign In (vfwauxiliary.org)
MM-Tips-for-Writing-an-Effective-Dues-Renewal-Letter.pdf (vfwauxiliary.org)
MM-Understanding-the-Basics-of-Membership-Eligibility.pdf (vfwauxiliary.org)
MM-Three-Great-Strategies-for-Member-Retention.pdf (vfwauxiliary.org)
VFW-Auxiliary-Recruitment-Booth-Pointers-updated.pdf (vfwauxiliary.org)
 
 
Thank you for YOUR service to Veterans Programs. Together, we CAN do this!
Jeanne Hampton

Membership Goals

National Retain & Gain Award - $50 to each Auxiliary that retains 90% of
their Annual members and reaches 100% plus by June 30, 2022.

Department Circle of Excellence - One of the requirements for this year's
Circle of Excellence is that each auxiliary must retain 90% of their annual
members by 3/31/2022.

The Department has realized that it is difficult to determine whether your
auxiliary has reached 90% retention of your annual members by looking it up
on MALTA. We have created a sheet which gives you this information. It shows
how many annual members you had on June 30, 2021; how many annual
members have paid their dues or converted to life this year and what your
current percentage is. This sheet will be displayed here in the newsletter each
month and it will also be on www.vfwauxaz.org behind log in. Please contact
Kim Harney if you have any questions.

Retention % of Annual Members as of 10.26

https://malta.vfwauxiliary.org/Account/NewLogin
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/MM-Tips-for-Writing-an-Effective-Dues-Renewal-Letter.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/MM-Understanding-the-Basics-of-Membership-Eligibility.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/MM-Three-Great-Strategies-for-Member-Retention.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/VFW-Auxiliary-Recruitment-Booth-Pointers-updated.pdf
http://www.vfwauxaz.org




Legislative
Connie Hargreaves

Hope everyone has a wonderful
Thanksgiving!!

Pearl Harbor Day is December 7th. This is a great opportunity to set out Voter
Registration and information about Action Corps Weekly. Their timely
information and alerts enable citizens the opportunity to take the voice of
veterans to local, state, and national lawmakers and are open to all patriotic
Americans who care about the military and veterans’ communities.

Set Action Corps signup for those who wish to sign up directly. You can find
the signup sheet at: https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/ActionCorps-
Weekly-Sign-Up-Sheet.pdf. To signup directly online use:
https://www.votervoice.net/VFW/home and click on the Register for Action
Corps on the right.

So far 2021 has been good for Veterans legislative-wise with the passing of
Paws 4 Veterans, an increase in Agent Orange, Burn Pit Presumptive. HR 958
Protecting Moms Who Served Act has passed in the House, now awaiting
Senate approval, that is S796. S1093 is to ease the flow of the VA Claims VA
Staff will assign either Economic Opportunity Benefits Counselor or VA Claims
Counselor, not both. S44/HR 1361 would allow more than one vehicle in a
lifetime for a qualifying Veteran, providing one every 10 years.

Please continue urging our representatives to pass HR 397, Honoring our
PACT Act of 2021 and the Senate Cost of War Act, to establish a framework to
address any toxic exposure, foreign or domestic, or HR 1282/S344 the Major
Richard Star Act where the VA Disability in not taken out of DOD retirement

https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/ActionCorps-Weekly-Sign-Up-Sheet.pdf.
https://www.votervoice.net/VFW/home


pay.

Please check out the information on The Request to Speak (RTS)
system which is a website that allows the public to register opinions and voice
comments on bills as they pass through the Arizona Senate and House of
Representatives committee meetings. With internet access, the RTS system
allows you to voice your legislative opinions online without needing to go to the
Arizona State Capitol.  https://www.acluaz.org/en/request-speak

Remember, there are Primaries in March/April so be ready to attend events,
talk with the candidates, invite them to a non-partisan meet and greet and don’t
just read the headlines or Facebook for your information, participate, ask
questions, learn and vote for who you think is the best to represent Arizona on
all legislative levels.

Please take time before the primaries to read the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Legislative Priorities found at https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/VFW-
Talking-Paper-March-2021.pdf under Programs/Legislation and help the VFW
advocate for Veterans by pestering our legislators with our knowledge and
show that we care about our Veterans and the treatment and respect they
deserve.

Happy Thanksgiving,
Connie Hargreaves
AZ VFW Aux Department Chair Legislation

Scholarships
Janice Robertson

October 31st deadline has come and gone. Hopefully,
you received Some Patriots Pen and Voice of
Democracy Applications. Please be sure all areas are
filled in. Assist the comrades, if they ask, in voting for
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners and get these to the
District Commanders before November 14th. If you have
extra applications please share with other posts in your
district so all entrants may be acknowledged.
Now we, as an Auxiliary, can work harder on our other
scholarships and contests.

Continuing Education Scholarship: Deadline is
February 15th. This is an essay of 300 words or less,
open to any Auxiliary Member (at least 1 year) their
spouse, son, or daughter with a financial need. Entrant
must be 18 years of age.

Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest: (for students in grades 9-12
at time of entry) – 2- and 3-dimensional art. Entry deadline to the local VFW
Auxiliary is midnight on March 31, 2022.

Arizona’s VFW Auxiliary Merit Scholarship: A graduating high school senior
Class of 2022. Deadline is April 1st. Complete Binder of high school transcripts
and all extra-curricular activities and letters of recommendation.

Arizona VFW Auxiliary Educational Grant: Applicant must be a current
member of an Arizona VFW Auxiliary and must be 18 years of age. Deadline

https://www.acluaz.org/en/request-speak
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/VFW-Talking-Paper-March-2021.pdf


for this application and essay is April 1st.

Fund the Future: VFW Auxiliary National President Jean Hamil’s Special
Project will increase the VFW Auxiliary’s Patriotic Art and Continuing
Education Scholarship Funds. The goals are to: Increase the number of
Patriotic Art Scholarships awarded at the National level from 12 to 20.
Ultimately, we’d like every eligible entry judged at the National level to receive
a minimum $500 scholarship. Increase the award amount of the Continuing
Education Scholarship from $1,000 to $2,500.

Veterans and Family Support
Stephanie Morris

November already, where has the year gone? While
we are all getting ready for the coming holidays let’s
not forget the homeless veterans in our
communities. Consider working with organizations in
your community that provide services to the
homeless. Help is needed all year round but during
the holidays the need is greater.    

As a reminder, this is from what I said at the Department Convention in
June: “Contact your local homeless shelters get their wish list and use your FB
page and get your community involved to donate items.  Or if you live in one of
the larger cities there may be groups that deal with homeless veterans, contact
them for their wish list and do the same with your FB page, ask your
community for help, also encourage your members to post to their pages. You
can also contact the VA, they have homeless programs, get their wish list and
again post to your FB page.”

If there are any organizations in your community that provide holiday dinners
to the homeless, volunteer to help serve during the dinner. Or offer to help in
the preparation. You could collect items needed for the dinner. A lot of times
these organizations will ask for help getting all the items needed for the
dinners, for example, hams, turkeys, pies, sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce,
etc. Contact them and see what they are needed.  
I know that the VA has programs for the homeless. Find out what items they
need for the veterans. Check with your VAVS Reps, they will know what is
needed.
 
Reminder about Auxiliary 3632’s 2021 Boxes for the Troops Event later this
month. They are still in need of help with postage and donation of items. Below
are the links to donate money and to purchase from their wish list on
Amazon. They will have a Packing Party on November 20, 2021, from 1:00 pm
to 4:00 pm at American Legion Post 2, 2125 S. Industrial Park Ave,
Tempe. Volunteers are welcome to come help.

Their Amazon wish list link is: https://a.co/byQfOpB
And their PayPal link for donations is: paypal.me/3632vfwaux
They are still accepting the names of military serving overseas.
See their flyer later in this issue for additional information.

Americanism
Lynn Pierre

November is National Caregiver Month
and Month of the Military Caregiver. Those

https://a.co/byQfOpB
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/xAPUCmZgE4i2DqDWcG9pUy?domain=paypal.me


of us who do gift baskets might want to
consider a Thanksgiving dinner gift basket
to a Caregiver who might only be looking
forward to cooking, cleaning, and
caregiving this month?  

Perhaps a gift card for those Thanksgiving
groceries or maybe we can spend part of
this holiday visiting the Caregiver and
his/her charge. Again, a spa package is always a thoughtful gift, or if you can
just give some flowers to brighten their day. Any thought is always appreciated.
Those caregivers suffer a great deal of stress. Remembering to make their day
lighter gives you rewards as well as them. If you don’t know anyone nearby, we
might consider sending a treat to the Caregivers at the VA Home, a local
Senior or Memory Home, or someone you know who works in healthcare
caring for people.

Veterans Day is huge! Parades, Community Events, and Post celebrations.
Remember, just giving out bottles of water to support these events is
important. Be sure to include Buddy Poppy® and Flags in those gifts.
Tabletops should include both and if you are lucky enough to join a parade,
consider afloat on a trailer with lots of Flags, (both USA and POW/MIA) as they
are reportable. Be observant on your parade route. If you spot a business,
school, or medical building proudly displaying our Flag(s), please present them
with an Appreciation Certificate from our webpage. Simply pull up the prefilled
form, fill in their name, and get it presented to them.

Don’t forget pictures. Whenever you do something, help with something or
present something, get a picture and post those pictures with our new
#auxiliarypatriotism heading on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, or any other
social media you might be using. Give us the who, what, when, where, and
why of the picture and don’t forget to forward to Kim Harney for our Webpage
and Irene Nowacki as our Department Historian and Media Relations
Chairman.

Most of us will be planning our Christmas events in November. Here’s an idea
– how about a Christmas Tree loaded with Poppies and a bucket with a card
inviting folks to help themselves and leave a donation for local Americans in
need? While we all look forward to Christmas, there are folks out there who
need our help.

If you have other outstanding ideas, let’s let each other know. I am so proud to
be a part of such a driving and creative VFW Auxiliary as Arizona. We know
how to create share, love and respect! Thanks to you all for being AMAZING!

Hospital
Melissa Martin

Veterans are most vulnerable
during this time of year. Those
without a family may feel
lonely. Beginning with a



celebration on Veterans Day to demonstrate our appreciation for their service,
and continuing with contact thru the holidays we can make that special group
of Veterans feel loved all year long.
•       Make holiday baskets to distribute
•       Host a holiday meal at the post
•       Send holiday cards to Veterans at VA facilities,
We are getting in gear to thank our Veterans and celebrate them on Veterans
Day. Parades ceremonies will be held at many VA medical centers, clinics and
community living centers, see if there is a need for Auxiliary volunteers at any
of these places. Due to Covid restrictions, it may be the first time that Veterans
will be out and about. Make them feel comfortable. And show them that the
VFW Auxiliary recognizes them and thanks them for their service and many
sacrifices.

Women veterans are among the fastest growing groups of new VA health care
users of the VA healthcare system, and currently reflect approximately eight
percent of all U.S. Veterans. With Operation Enduring Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom, women comprise a larger percentage of the military (11.3 percent)
than of prior military operations. Only 51.5 % of female veterans have enrolled
in the VA healthcare system. If you know any women veterans that need to get
enrolled for benefits refer them to a service officer that can help them get
signed up.
Happy Thanksgiving everyone hope to see you all soon.

Historian/Media
Irene Norwacki

As we approach the holiday
season let’s not forget all of
those that have helped us get to
where we are now.

Let’s make that history together. Document all that is going on now in your
Auxiliary.
Connect with your members:
Prepare a monthly or quarterly newsletter or e-newsletter for your members
that you can share on your Auxiliary Facebook page. Give them ideas of how
to help with Programs while they are social distancing. This is a great way to
get everyone involved. Who couldn’t use a little extra help with their Program
Activity Reports and Project Reports?

Maintain your Auxiliary Facebook page to share information.
Recognize member anniversaries, birthdays, and volunteer work.
Promote your Auxiliary’s activities and events.
Use the VFW Auxiliary Publicity Guide.
Use a fillable press/media release form for activities/events.
Send a Communications Award to local media for covering Auxiliary
activities/events.

Above all… Don’t forget to take those pictures!! I love to see all that you are
doing and I enjoy sharing it with all of the Auxiliaries. Keep up the great work.



 
Happy Thanksgiving from my family to yours. I am thankful for all of you.

Auxiliary Community Outreach
Bambi Johnson

VFW Auxiliary Community Outreach
Guide - pdf

The Auxiliary Community Outreach Program, which started last year, is our
best way to show members of our communities who we are and what we do. It
is evolving, and that can bring confusion along with it. After being able to be
further Mentored by National officers, we hope this month’s information will
help clarify how your efforts can be reportable under the program guidelines
listed below. 

Auxiliary Community Outreach Program Guidelines:
1.    Must volunteer under the guidance of another organization.
2.    Must improve your community.
3.    Must wear VFW Auxiliary attire.
4.    Cannot be held at the VFW Post Home.
5.    Blood drives – must volunteer to help at the blood drive, not to give blood.
6.    Must be specific on the motion. For instance, “I move we assist the local
police with organizing child safety kits next month” or “I move we serve at the
local soup kitchen on the first Wednesday of each month.” If something comes
up between meetings as long as everyone agrees then you can participate and
bring it up at the following meeting to have it approved.
7.    Runs/walks – March of Dimes, Race for the Cure, etc. Running/walking in
the race does not count. Volunteering to hand out water, sign-in participants,
etc. is reportable.
8.    Monies are not reportable under this Program but can be reported to the
VFW for their Community Service Program.
9.    Anything done under this Program can and should be reported to the local
VFW Post to be counted under their Community Service Program.
10. Community Outreach projects are not reportable under any other VFW or
Auxiliary Programs but can and should be reported to the VFW for Post
Community Service.

Think of the process as a checklist…
A.   Meet with another organization that has a desire to do an event or project
to help the community and ask how your members can help.
B.   Make a Motion at your next Auxiliary meeting to PARTNER with one or
more NON-VFW organizations to assist with the event or project
C.   Get the word out to the citizens of your community that your Auxiliary and
your Partners are doing the event or project and welcome any citizens to join
the effort. (use social media, news articles, or flyers)
D.   While volunteering at the event or project, wear Auxiliary attire or Badge,
and share info about the VFW Auxiliary, what we do, why we do it, and, of
course, how they can become a part of our organization if they are eligible!

https://files.ctctusercontent.com/94abe298101/f5b0299d-0d66-4573-9d55-a8a687a3f6f6.pdf?rdr=true


Please call or email me if you need assistance with your project!
While our organization has always been involved with our communities, this
program brings a focus on how we can GROW our organization within our
communities.

The Community Outreach Program is about giving of yourself and your
time. The gift of time to others is priceless!

Youth
Brenda Kinghorn

Here is giving thanks to you and
your families on Thanksgiving
Day.
 
If your Post and Auxiliary are having Thanksgiving dinner for Veterans and/or
the public, ask if the youth group wants to volunteer with you, at the
lunch/dinner. Or if handing out dinners during a drive-thru, they can be the
runners. 
 
Send out a letter to your youth groups, asking them to start collecting food
donations for the auxiliary food boxes.
 
Offer collection boxes to the youth group. I went to a local Uhaul rental
business, and purchased several boxes and added a large flyer with the
information on it, and secured it on the box.
 
Contact schools, ask if it is possible to have a food drive with the students.
 
Start placing donation boxes, for the Food Boxes at collection sites, ie: Post,
school, and workplaces.
                                   
Ask Youth groups to pick up the donations and bring them to the post.
 
Contact the teachers of the younger students, ask them if they would like to
make Thanksgiving placements or paper table coverings for Nursing Homes,
Assisted Living Centers, and for Veterans Day dinner at the Post. Maybe,
thank you letters from the students.

​
Buddy Poppy/National

Home
Rhonda Follett

Welcome to November and make
sure to say Thank you to all our Veterans for serving our great nation. Be sure
to attend your Flag Ceremony on Veteran’s Day.
Have a Wonderful and Thankful Thanksgiving. I will be celebrating with my
family in Reno and will be enjoying the fact we can be together again this year.



I know that the weather is getting a bit chilly but what a great time to hold that
Buddy Poppy Drive and get me your Project Report. Make sure to add the
three pictures of your event.
I gave our District Presidents information to distribute to all our Auxiliaries. I
hope you have received them at your District meeting. One of the most
important items was the fact sheet about who can become a guest at the
National Home and also how to become a Home Front Hero to the National
Home.

I was corrected at my District meeting I had said that the VFW National Home
gets no funding from the Federal Government and that is incorrect. We did
apply and were approved for help.  With that being said, please continue to
support the National Home as we have always done.
I would appreciate you sending me also just one picture of you or your
members at the Buddy Poppy Drive. I will do doing a poster of all at the end of
the year and it will be on display at the Department Convention in June. Just
my way of saying thank you for all you do for our Veterans. I will also be
sending pictures to our National Ambassador Donna Ralston. She has some
wonderful ideas and this is just one.
If you are traveling for the Thanksgiving weekend please be safe and have a
wonderful time and of course don’t eat too much (yeah right). Talk to you in
December.

Uniting To Combat
Hunger

The following information was
shared at Fall Conference.

The forms are below but can also
be found at: www.vfw.org/UTCH

and
www.vfwauxaz.org - under

Programs/VFS or
Resources/forms

I'm sharing the following for the purpose of keeping everyone up to speed on
UTCH as we move into the final quarter of our campaign.
As we continue to march toward our Uniting to Combat Hunger (UTCH) goal of
1 million meals this year, the VFW Foundation has made some exciting
changes to the VFW UTCH grant program. The revision to the grant now
states that for every dollar raised by a VFW Post/Auxiliary in support of the
UTCH campaign, the VFW Foundation will match the FULL amount raised by
said VFW Post/Auxiliary. A minimum of $500 must be raised to qualify for the
unrestricted matching grant, with a hard-cap of $5,000 per Post/Auxiliary.
There is also an added component that considers volunteer hours, for every
hour that VFW Post/Auxiliary members volunteer to address food insecurity in
their community, the Foundation will provide a dollar match in the form of the
unrestricted grant. A minimum of 500 hours must be documented to qualify for
the volunteerism grant.
Beginning on October 1st, the VFW Foundation's UTCH grant program will
follow the guidelines below (grant application - see below):
1. UTCH grants are restricted to VFW Posts and Auxiliaries. Other VFW
entities are ineligible. In order to qualify for the grant,
a) Financial contributions to UTCH must be made online at
www.vfw.org/UTCH, or via check made out to VFW Foundation, designating
UTCH in a cover letter or the memo portion of the check.

http://http.www.vfw.org/UTCH
http://www.vfwauxaz.org
http://vfw.org/UTCH


b) Volunteer hours must address food insecurity in your community. Volunteer
activities may include but are not limited to: serving meals at a homeless
shelter, conducting a food drive, packing/sorting food at a food pantry, etc.
2. A Post and its Auxiliary may each apply for a UTCH grant, but donations and
volunteer hours will only count toward one request. If a joint request is
submitted, grant funds will be split evenly between the Post and Auxiliary.
3. Volunteer hours and financial contributions to UTCH may be combined in
the grant application. For example, VFW Post/Auxiliary donates $500 to UTCH
and documents 500 volunteer hours served at a local soup kitchen. They are
eligible for a $1,000 grant to be split evenly between the Post and its Auxiliary.
4. The grant that the Post or Auxiliary receives from the Foundation may be
utilized by the Post or Auxiliary for any purpose, so long as it is in accordance
with VFW or Auxiliary by-laws. The maximum amount for a grant back to the
Post or Auxiliary is $5,000.
5. This is a retroactive grant; applicants will submit their requests after their
projects have been completed. VFW Posts and Auxiliaries must document
financial contributions and volunteer hours; for example, a copy of the VFW
Foundation receipt for the UTCH grant, photos or screenshots of qualifying
volunteer event, etc. The exact donation amount and number of volunteer
hours must be specified on any such documentation. Supporting
documentation must be provided at the time of submission.
6. The VFW Foundation reserves the right to make changes to the application
procedure at any time. If you have questions or need additional information,
please contact Jason Couch at 816-968-1174 or at jcouch@vfw.org.
Thanks,
Ronald P. Williams
Ronald P. Williams, Veteran
Veteran Community Executive
Veterans Channel/Strategic Alliances
Humana, Arizona
2231 E. Camelback Rd #400
Phoenix, AZ 85016
C 520-312-3748
rwilliams20@humana.com







VAVS REPORTS



News from the Prescott VA
Medical Center

There is no new news from the
Prescott VA

News from the Tucson VA
Medical Center

Here are ways that Districts 5 and 7 can support the Southern Arizona VA
Medical Center.

Fisher House
The Tucson Fisher House is celebrating 5 years of serving veteran
families!  The Fisher House is open and ready to welcome veteran family
members and we need you to spread the word. 
Current Needs -

    Slipper Socks
     Chap Stick
      Individual travel size hand lotion (NOT soap, shampoo, etc)…just
hand lotion

 
VA Homeless Program

The Homeless Program will take all of your collection of hotel hygiene items
(soap, shampoo, conditioner, lotion, coffee condiment packets)

CLC
Thank you for all your support!  The garden is thriving and the canopy is much
appreciated.
Current Needs -

         Gift Cards for Garden/Bird supplies (Walmart, Lowe’s, Home
Depot)
           Ladies Blouses – all sizes, clean and gently used. Female patients
are tired of wearing tee shirts.
           Diabetic Socks
           Mechanical Animals i.e. Stuffed Bunny found on Amazon – these
are used to soothe dementia patients

Hospice in Patient Unit
Patriotic pillow cases – The Hospice unit wants to make the end of life
experience more “home” like and comfortable by giving each patient a patriotic
pillowcase. The pillow cases will then be offered to the family of the
veteran.  Please make them standard pillow size.   
 

Blind Rehab Unit
The Blind Rehab Unit is currently averaging 20 veteran patients. The are using
bingo as an activity and are looking for bingo prizes – canteen books, water
bottles, fun prizes.
Other Current Needs -



          Trivia Games
           White Tee Shirts Sizes Med to 4X to tie dye
           Paper Plates / Plastic Utensils
           Bike Helmets – Adult Size Large

 
Patriot Pantry

Current Needs: Grocery Gift Cards, Canned Goods
 
Special Holiday Request – 200 Holiday Gift Bags no larger than 9” X 11” 
As soon as I get the Christmas Gift List, I’ll get it out to all the Auxiliaries in
Districts 5 and 7.  The deadline for Christmas gift items is December 18 so the
staff can coordinate and distribute. 
 
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO FOR OUR VETERAN PATIENTS AND
THEIR FAMILIES! 
 
Kim Sloan, VAVS Representative              







Program Activity Reports
Melody Judd

melodyfaye@frontier.com

There are small changes to the report. Starting in
August, your auxiliary must use the new form in
order to get credit for the Circle of Excellence. The
new fillable form can be found at

https://vfwauxaz.org/uploads/documents/ProgramActivityReport-fillable.pdf or

mailto:melodyfaye@frontier.com
https://vfwauxaz.org/uploads/documents/ProgramActivityReport-fillable.pdf


you can use the new PAR - Google Form.

Each month, the updated Monthly PAR recording sheet will be behind login on
the Department webpage at www.vfwauxaz.org. Go to Login/Members Only,

sign in and then click on Program Activity Reports.

http://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfysjEVlgAkKkuDRgq1_UnNIeITK4GXsloetDcTxYE6A4EYTA/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.vfwauxaz.org








































The 2022-2023 Department President Johnnie DeBoard's shirt is now
available for order. Order by the end of April to get yours by Department
convention. If you would like to see the shirt before you order, she will
have sample shirts at Winter Conference. The shirt order form can also
be found on the Department webpage - www.vfwauxaz.org -
resources/forms

http://www.vfwauxaz.org



