UNITING TO COMBAT HUNGER GRANT
2021-2022 FISCAL YEAR
In 2018 the VFW joined forces with Humana and Feeding America® to establish the Uniting to Combat Hunger
(UTCH) campaign. As of September 2021 the initiative has raised the equivalent of more than 2 million meals to
address food insecurity in America. Beginning October 1, 2021, Uniting to Combat Hunger will sharpen its focus to
address food insecurity among military families and veterans. To reward the efforts of VFW Posts and Auxiliaries
that support the campaign, the VFW Foundation has the Uniting to Combat Hunger Grant. Posts and Auxiliaries
may qualify for an unrestricted grant by meeting the following criteria:
1. For every $1 raised by a VFW Post/Auxiliary to support Uniting to Combat Hunger, the VFW Foundation
will provide a $1 match in the form of an unrestricted grant to the VFW/Auxiliary Post. A minimum of
$500 must be raised to qualify for the matching grant.
2. For every hour that VFW Post/Auxiliary members volunteer to address food insecurity in their community,
the Foundation will provide a $1 match in the form of an unrestricted grant to the VFW Post/Auxiliary. A
minimum of 500 hours must be documented to qualify for the matching grant.
3. Posts/Auxiliaries are encouraged to partner with their local Humana associate(s) on UTCH activities.

UTCH GRANT GUIDELINES
1.

UTCH grants are restricted to VFW Posts and Auxiliaries. Other VFW entities are ineligible. In order to
qualify for the grant,
a. Financial contributions to UTCH must be made online at www.vfw.org/UTCH, or via check made
out to VFW Foundation, designating UTCH in a cover letter or the memo portion of the check.
b. Volunteer hours must address food insecurity in your community. Volunteer activities may
include, but are not limited to: serving meals at a homeless shelter, conducting a food drive,
packing/sorting food at a food pantry, etc.

2.

A Post and its Auxiliary may each apply for a UTCH grant, but donations and volunteer hours will only
count toward one request. If a joint request is submitted, grant funds will be split evenly between the
Post and Auxiliary.

3.

Volunteer hours and financial contributions to UTCH may be combined in the grant application. For example, a VFW Post/Auxiliary donates $500 to UTCH and documents 500 volunteer hours served at a local
soup kitchen. They are eligible for a $1,000 grant to be split evenly between the Post and its Auxiliary.

4.

The grant that the Post or Auxiliary receives from the Foundation may be utilized by the Post or Auxiliary
for any purpose, so long as it is in accordance with VFW or Auxiliary By-laws. The maximum amount for a
UTCH grant back to the Post or Auxiliary is $5,000.

5.

This is a retroactive grant; applicants will submit their requests after their projects have been
completed. VFW Posts and Auxiliaries must document financial contributions and volunteer hours; for
example, a copy of the VFW Foundation receipt for the UTCH grant, photos or screenshots of qualifying
volunteer event, etc. The exact donation amount and number of volunteer hours must be specified on
any such documentation. Supporting documentation must be provided at the time of submission.

6.

The VFW Foundation reserves the right to make changes to the application procedure at any time.

Please see the next page for the application form. If you have questions or need additional information, please
contact Jason Couch at 816-968-1174 or at jcouch@vfw.org.

VFW Foundation
UTCH Limited Matching Grant Application Form
(Applications accepted on or after 1 October 2021)

Record your responses in the spaces provided. You must complete all fields to be considered for this
grant. Where indicated, use personal phone numbers, not a general Post phone number.
Post or Auxiliary Number _____________
Is the applicant a VFW Post ___, VFW Auxiliary Post ___, or is this a joint request? ___
Please provide the address of your Post home:
Street Address _______________________________________________________________
City _________________________ State ____ Zip ________
Post Phone Number ______________________
Grant Contact Person Name ______________________________
Grant Contact Person Position (Member or Officer Position) __________________________
Contact Personal Phone Number _____________ Email ____________________________
Post Commander’s Name _____________________________
Personal Phone Number ________________ Email Address __________________________
Post Quartermaster’s Name ___________________________
Personal Phone Number ________________ Email Address _________________________

Amount of Donation to Uniting To Combat Hunger ________________
Volunteer hours completed ________________ Corporate Supporter __________________
*We strongly recommend partnering with a local affiliate of Humana, if there is no branch in your area you can
find a list of eligible supporters at www.vfw.org/grants-supporters

Corporate Supporter _____________________________________________________
Supporter Contact Person Name and Position _________________________________
Supporter Phone Number _______________________ Supporter Email ______________________

VFW Foundation
UTCH Limited Matching Grant Application Form
(applications accepted on or after 1 October 2021)

Describe your project, including details of partnership with Humana associates (if applicable):

If you are including volunteer hours in the application, please describe volunteer activities and include
copies of pictures, media coverage, screenshots of social media posts, etc. to document the activity:

Signature of Post Quartermaster ____________________________ Date Signed _________

Once you have completed the above fields, please print and scan this form. You will then need to send
this completed form, along with proof of donation to your Feeding America local food bank, in an
email to jcouch@vfw.org. Applications will not be accepted via regular mail or fax.

