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Easy | Our easy-to-use Jitterbug® phones 

feature large screens, simple menus, powerful 

speakers and Urgent Response buttons. The 

Jitterbug® Flip2 has big buttons and one-touch 

speed dialing while the Jitterbug® Smart4 has 

voice typing, video chat and internet access.

Helpful | Whether you want to learn more about 

your new phone, need a ride or have a health 

concern, we’re here to help. And when you add 

Urgent Response, enjoy peace of mind knowing 

you can count on us, even in an emergency. Our 

kind and knowledgeable, specially trained, 100% 

U.S. based caring team listens and goes above and 

beyond in answering your questions.

Flexible, affordable plans as low as

• Unlimited Talk & Text

• 24/7 access to our caring team

• Fast, reliable nationwide coverage
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• Keep your phone number2
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A
s veterans, we have a solemn duty that is spotlight-

ed this month. On May 27, the nation observes 

Memorial Day, the time all citizens should pause, 

reflect upon and remember those in uniform who gave their 

lives in defense of  the nation.

Many Americans might view the Memorial Day weekend 

as a time off from work to enjoy with their families. As vet-

erans, it is incumbent upon us to instill in all Americans why 

this day is celebrated and emphasize that it is a time to show 

reverence for the human losses in war.

Freedom is not free, and we owe our liberty to those in 

uniform who gave all they had, their lives. Sacrifice is mean-

ingless without remembrance. It is up to those of  us who sur-

vived war to carry that gauntlet.

On Memorial Day, I encourage leaders at all levels of  VFW 

to pay tribute to our fellow veterans who paid the ultimate 

sacrifice. Your example can set the trend for your community. 

Pausing for a few moments of  silence is available to everyone.

Hosting commemorative ceremonies at your Post is a vis-

ible way to demonstrate the importance of  the day. Placing 

flags at gravesites, dedicating memorials and wearing and 

distributing Buddy Poppies are other ways to remember.

You will read in this issue about VFW Posts around the 

country that have helped establish memorials to veterans in 

their communities. These are acts that will live on in histo-

ry, immortalizing those who died and fulfilling one of  VFW’s 

major reasons for existing: remembrance of  those who have 

died in uniform for future generations.

Many of  those we are honoring on Memorial Day were so 

young when they died. Remind your co-workers, your friends 

and family members about these fine Americans. They were 

cut down in the prime of  their youth so that we could contin-

ue to live free. We all owe them so much.

You will notice VFW magazine’s annual “A Final Salute” 

section in this issue on page 34. This is a stark reminder of  

what sacrifice means. It includes the specific names and units 

of  U.S. troops who died overseas during 2023. They served, 

they died for us and their memories demand recognition and 

remembrance.

This is part of  fulfilling the VFW motto of  “No One Does 

More for Veterans.” It has been my honor and pleasure 

during my tenure to carry this message to our lawmakers in 

Washington, D.C. Most recently, I spoke in March before a joint 

hearing of  House and Senate VA committee members which 

outlined VFW’s most pressing priorities for veterans. You can 

read the highlights of  that speech on page 11 in this issue.

The nation and its citizens owe a debt of  gratitude to the men 

and women in uniform who sacrificed their lives for the rest of  

us. Make sure you do your part to remember them as we live free.   

Remember The Fallen on 
Memorial Day

COMMAND POST | FROM THE CHIEF

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

Duane Sarmiento

SCAN TO JOIN 

THE VFW



*Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the 
price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

A.

B.
Centuries ago, Persians, Tibetans 

and Mayans considered turquoise 
a gemstone of the heavens, believing 
the striking blue stones were sacred 
pieces of sky. Today, the rarest and 
most valuable turquoise is found in the 
American Southwest–– but the future 
of the blue beauty is unclear.

On a recent trip to Tucson, we spoke 
with fourth generation turquoise 
traders who explained that less than five 
percent of turquoise mined worldwide 
can be set into jewelry and only about 
twenty mines in the Southwest supply 
gem-quality turquoise. Once a thriving 
industry, many Southwest mines have 
run dry and are now closed.

We found a limited supply of turquoise 
from Arizona and purchased it for 
our Sedona Turquoise Collection. 
Inspired by the work of those ancient 
craftsmen and designed to showcase the 
exceptional blue stone, each stabilized 
vibrant cabochon features a unique, 
one-of-a-kind matrix surrounded in 
Bali metalwork. You could drop over 
$1,200 on a turquoise pendant, or you 

could secure 26 carats of genuine Arizona turquoise for just $99. 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If  you aren’t completely happy 
with your purchase, send it back within 30 days for a complete refund 
of the item price.

The supply of Arizona turquoise is limited, don’t miss your chance to 
own the Southwest’s brilliant blue treasure. Call today!

26 carats  
of genuine  

Arizona turquoise 

ONLY $99

C.

Necklace  
enlarged  
to show  
luxurious 
color

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. STC871-09,  
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.comStauer

®

Call now and mention the offer code to receive your collection. 

1-800-333-2045
Offer Code STC871-09 
You must use the offer code to get our special price. 

Rating of A+

Stauer… Afford  the  Extraordinary .®

 Jewelry Specifications:  
• Arizona turquoise • Silver-finished settings

Sedona Turquoise Collection
 A. Pendant (26 cts)                $299 *     $99 +s&p Save $200

 B. 18" Bali Naga woven sterling silver chain   $149 +s&p

 C. 1 1/2" Earrings (10 ctw)                $299 *     $99 +s&p Save $200

     Complete Set**  $747 * $249 +s&p Save $498

**Complete set includes pendant, chain and earrings.

Sacred Stone of the 

Southwest is on the  

Brink of Extinction
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“Mail Call” features letters from our readers in nine issues per year. If you have ques-

tions, comments or concerns about any subject or article from our most recent issue, 

letters can be emailed to magazine@vfw.org, with the subject line “Mail Call,” or mailed 

to: VFW magazine, Mail Call, 406 W. 34th Street, Suite 523, Kansas City, MO 64111. 

Letters must be no more than 200 words, and VFW magazine reserves the right to edit 

letters for clarity, length and accuracy.

Kosovo Peacekeeping 
Mission
As a veteran who served in Kosovo, I 

greatly appreciated the 25th Anniversa-

ry article you wrote. Most of  the world 

isn’t even aware of  what took place. 

Thank you for bringing attention to it. 

I was excited to read your article and 

share it with my daughter. However, 

when I got to the list of  Army divisions, 

I was disappointed as my company and 

battalion were not listed — the 630th 

Military Police Company, 793rd Mili-

tary Police Battalion out of  Germany. 

We deployed as a part of  Task Force Fal-

con at the end of  June 1999 and helped 

establish what is now Camp Bondsteel.

RYAN CALL

FOWLERVILLE, MICH.

The 34th Infantry Division (Minne-

sota National Guard) was omitted from 

the list of  units that participated in the 

Kosovo Force (KFOR). The 34th was 

the lead of  KFOR 5B in Multinational 

Division-South during the time of  the St. 

Patrick’s Day riots in 2004. I served as the 

Deputy G6 for the KFOR 5B rotation 

in 2004 during that time.  The 34th also 
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

U.S. PEACEKEEPERS

IN KOSOVO 25 YEARS AGO

VFW’S
DAY OF 

SERVICE

VIETNAM WAR

VETERANS DAY

IS MARCH 29

MAIL CALL | LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Black History Month
Thanks for highlighting the contributions 

of  Black veterans in the February issue. 

The veterans who served at Montford 

Point in Jacksonville, N.C. have important 

stories to share.  I eagerly await an oppor-

tunity to hear former combat pilot Vernice 

“FlyGirl” Armour’s inspirational speech. 

Her successful experience is testimony that 

military service changes lives. 

JAMES E. PATTERSON 

WASHINGTON, D.C.

VA Report on Suicide
I am a veteran, and my husband is 

a retired sergeant major from the 

Ranger Regiment, with a combined 

89 combat months in support of  the 

Global War on Terrorism. We are con-

stantly being notified of  yet one more 

friend or comrade who has lost the 

fight to suicide. My husband has offi-

cially lost more to suicide than combat. 

My husband and I attended a suicide 

prevention program, and it saved my 

husband’s life. 

The name of  the program is Save A 

Warrior (https://www.saveawarrior.org), 

otherwise referred to as SAW. It is run 

by Jake Clark, a close friend of  ours. It 

is free to attend, but there is a waiting 

list. You must be committed to sobriety 

during the program, and you must 

be either active-duty, veteran, first 

responder or the significant other. All 

you must pay for is getting there.

AMBER CIACCIO

STATESBORO, GA.

was there when Kosovo declared indepen-

dence as a country in 2008. 

JILL DAVID JENSEN

FOLEY, MINN.
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ONE-TIME, LIFETIME LAWN SOLUTION

SAVE 5O%

© 2024 Zoysia Farm Nurseries

3617 Old Taneytown Rd. 

Taneytown, MD 21787

PLANT IN YOUR EXISTING LAWN.

SPECIAL PACKAGE is ideal for 
planting areas up to 400 sq. feet.

100 ready-to-plant 3x3 inch  
SUPER PLUGS for just $98
including shipping.

AND GET FREE SHIPPING

GUARANTEED TO GROW or 
WeÕll Replace Grass FREE!

SAVE TODAY 
USE CODE 5379

www.Zoysia.com
410-756-2311

LIMITED MAY/JUNE OFFER!

NURSERIES

Scan QR Code



u.S. veTeran ConCealed CarrY veST

VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ HONORS YOU WITH THANKS FOR YOUR WAR SERVICE
FREE War Veteran Patches — FREE “Proud to be a Veteran” Zipper Pull — PLUS Optional Service Branch Patches

FEATURES OVER 20 COMPARTMENTS!

ADD OPTIONAL SERVICE BRANCH*
OR FLAG PATCHES FOR $10 EACH

Our gift with purchase which you may 
choose to affix to your vest

PLUS FREE WAR VETERAN  PATCH! 

Mesh Lining
Vented Back

Right & Left Universal Handgun Padded Inside
Concealment Pockets w/Hook & Loop Closures

16 Front Pockets Including 
2 Front Slash Pockets, Multiple

Zippered and Cargo Pockets

4 Inside Mag Pouches 
w/Hook & Loop Closures

Adjustable Waist Tabs

or, mail to: Veterans Commemoratives Order Center, P.O. Box 572, Valley Forge, PA 19481-0572

i PreFer To PaY aS FollowS:
Enclosed is my check or money order for the Total Due
Charge my credit card for the Total Due
Charge my credit card in two equal monthly payments

CrediT Card: Visa       MasterCard        AMEX        Discover

Card #:_______________________________________   Exp: ____/ _____

Card Security Code:_________   Signature:__________________________

ShiPPing addreSS:   Allow 1-2 weeks for delivery.

Name _______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City_____________________________________ State_____ Zip _______

Phone # (_____)_______________   Email__________________________
(In case we have questions about your order and to advise shipping date)

R8567-VFM-0524

YeS! I wish to order my U.S. VETERAN  CC VEST for just $99.50 as follows.
(And, please send me a FREE WAR VETERAN PATCH and Zipper Pull!)

Color: Olive Drab               Black               Khaki   

Size: S       M       LG       XL       2XL† 3XL†

SeleCT Your Free PaTCh: WW2 Veteran      Korean War Veteran      Cold War Veteran

Vietnam Veteran      Desert Storm Veteran      Afghanistan Veteran      Iraq Veteran    

PlainCloTheS ConCealed CarrY veST (w Free PaTCh): ......................... $    99.50
†Sizes 2XL to 3XL (add $10) ........................................... $_________

Additional Patches (add $10 ea.) .................................... $_________
SERVICE PATCH* choice:   Army    Navy    Marine    Air Force    Coast Guard  

U.S. Flag Patch

Plus Shipping & Handling .................................................. $    19.95

TOTAL DUE: ....................................................................... $_________

To order: Call 1-800-255-3048 or online:www.veTCom.Com
©2024, ICM

Providing outdoorsmen with a
new level of 4-Season Comfort 
& Convenience...

• Tailored in a durable, yet lightweight
Cotton/Poly fabric blend and padded
Right/left CCW inner pockets to
comfortably conceal a firearm.

• Over 20 compartments ingeniously
designed and placed within the vest
to store and access mag pouches
(two on each side,) ammunition clips,
flashlight and other small devices.

• Three slit vented back with mesh
lining and Adjustable side waist tabs
for cool, perfect fit.

• Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you
may return within 30 days for
replacement or refund. So, order
today with confidence.

Sizes from Small to 3XL

Large Rear Cargo Pocket

Choose your officially licensed Service
Branch* and U.S. Flag patches (which
you may choose to affix to your vest)

on the order form below.

Available in Black,
Olive Drab & Khaki

*Service Branch Patches are purchased from Officially Licensed suppliers, which helps support the Welfare of United States Military Service Members and War Veterans.  Since 1987, Veterans Commemoratives™ has Proudly Served U.S. Veterans with Exclusive Honor Products and created Charitable Programs for Military Organizations.

FREE ZIPPER PULL WITH YOUR ORDER!
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NOW HEAR THIS | NEWS YOU CAN USE

A Coast Guard rescue swimmer received the 

Distinguished Flying Cross in December for his “cour-

age, judgment and devotion to duty” during a rescue 

mission in 2021. Aviation Survival Technician 2nd Class 

Spencer Manson received the military’s highest award 

for outstanding achievement during flight at a ceremony 

at the Coast Guard’s Sector/Air Station Humboldt Bay 

in McKinleyville, Calif.

Manson was the rescue swimmer assigned to the Coast 

Guard helicopter MH-65 Dolphin CG6565 when a dis-

tress signal was received at Humboldt Bay at 3:45 p.m. on 

June 19, 2021. Manson’s crew, along with another assigned 

to a C-27J Spartan aircraft from Coast Guard Station 

Sacramento, headed to the scene of  a disabled 79-foot ship 

some 80 miles off the California-Oregon coast.

With 60-mph winds and 20-foot seas thrashing the dis-

abled vessel, Manson’s crew lowered him into the water 

behind the stricken boat. Manson then grabbed a line 

behind it and pulled himself  through the churning sea to 

the vessel. His award citation noted he was “pitched up and 

down and slammed onto the sea’s surface several times.”

Once aboard, Manson helped a crewmember with a 

broken arm and head injuries jump into the sea and swim 

to an awaiting basket to be hoisted into the Dolphin heli-

copter. Manson returned to the scene and helped rescue 

three more people before being relieved by another rescue 

swimmer from Coast Guard Sector North Bend.

“This case was a great example of  a successful, multi-unit 

effort,” said Lt. Ryan O’Neill, a Dolphin aircraft command-

er. “The careful coordination between the two helicopters 

with support from the C-27 allowed us to save all six sailors.”
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Coast Guardsman Receives 
Distinguished Flying Cross

Coast Guard Aviation Survival Technician 2nd Class Spencer 

Manson, right, shakes hands with Coast Guard Rear Adm. 

Andrew Sugimoto after Manson received the Distinguished Flying 

Cross on Dec. 12, 2023, at Sector/Air Station Humboldt Bay in 

McKinleyville, Calif. Manson helped save six people from a sinking 

vessel off the coast of California in 2021.

Purple Heart Vets Wanted for 
Pheasant Hunt
VFW Post 8530 is hosting its annual pheasant hunt from 

Nov. 6-12. Selected veterans will arrive on Nov. 6 and leave 

on Nov. 12.

Travel, lodging, meals, ammunition, shotguns (you 

can also bring your own shotgun), retrieving dogs and 

bird-cleaning services are included. 

Participants must provide a copy of  their DD-214 stat-

ing Purple Heart and honorable discharge designations. 

Participants need to be able to lift and use a shotgun. Those 

with mobility issues can be accommodated. 

Please submit your DD-214 and contact information by 

July 16, 2024.

Send to:

SD Decorated Veterans Pheasant Hunt

c/o Curtis Hamburger

400 E. Commercial Ave. 

Gettysburg, SD 57442

(605)769-0176

or

Email DD-214 with Purple Heart and honorable dis-

charge designations to both email addresses below:

bvander_vorst@hotmail.com 

curtishamburger@yahoo.com 

From left, William Walton, Harvey Reiner, Jerry Kauble, Daniel Woods and 

Michael Silverthorn enjoy last year’s Decorated Veterans Pheasant Hunt 

sponsored by VFW Post 8530 in Gettysburg, S.D. Purple Heart veterans 

are encouraged to apply to the all-expenses-paid trip by July 16 for this 

year’s hunt, which will take place from Nov. 6-12.
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Navy Veteran 

and Mesothelioma 

Survivor Defies 

the Odds

WRITTEN BY TRAVIS RODGERS

Navy veteran Bob is a 

mesothelioma survivor who 

doctors say defies the odds. The 

78-year-old was given 10 months 

to live in 2019. It’s been five years 

since then, and cancer hasn’t 

stopped him from living every 

day to the fullest. 

“Every doctor we’ve seen – 

we’ve seen research scientists, 

we did everything – and they all 

said it’s impossible medically for 

this man to still be alive, so it’s 

just not his time to go,” said his 

wife of 55 years.  

Bob entered the Navy at age 20 in 

1965. His first assignment out of 

boot camp was to scrape paint off 

the landing ship USS Hermitage. 

Bob was unaware the paint 

contained toxic asbestos. 

Veterans are at a higher risk for 

mesothelioma because of the 

extensive use of asbestos in the 

military. Navy veterans have 

the greatest risk of exposure 

from vessels, boilers, pipes and 

even their barracks. Asbestos, a 

carcinogen, can lead to serious 

diseases, including asbestosis, 

COPD and mesothelioma. 

Symptoms may not appear until 

20-60 years after exposure.

The life expectancy of most 

people with mesothelioma is 1-2 

years with treatment. Without 

treatment, survival beyond 6 

months is rare, which is what 

makes Bob’s case so unique.

Declining Health 

Leads to Mesothelioma 

Diagnosis 

Bob first experienced trouble 

breathing in the 1990s, about 

30 years after he left the Navy. 

In 2012, more serious breathing 

issues developed when doctors 

found two masses on his lungs. 

His wife said major issues 

began in 2019. 

Bob underwent eight hours of 

surgery in August 2019. Doctors 

told him he wasn’t a candidate for 

another surgery because of his risk 

factors. He was diagnosed with 

mesothelioma one month later. 

Beating the Odds 

Every Day

While Bob chose to decline 

treatment as a personal choice, 

most mesothelioma specialists 

recommend surgery, radiation 

and chemotherapy to increase 

life expectancy and improve 

prognosis. Veterans with 

mesothelioma may be eligible for 

treatment through the VA.

“Bob hardly complains at all. Even 

when the pain was terrible, I could 

tell by the expression on his face, 

but he has never complained 

about it,” she said. “He’s had lots 

of things wrong with him, but he’s 

still fighting and still doing well.”

Diagnosed With Mesothelioma After 

Asbestos Exposure in the Military?

Call Now

Free assistance for veterans suffering from mesothelioma 

or lung cancer. As the nation’s most trusted mesothelioma 

resource, we have helped more than 20,000 veterans gain 

access to compensation and free health services.

(855) 522-8297 Or Visit www.asbestos.com/vfw/

Bob and his wife credit 

the Patient Advocates at 

The Mesothelioma Center 

at Asbestos.com for 

helping them through 

the entire process. 

Step-by-step guidance on filing VA benefits claims.

Access financial assistance available specifically to veterans.

Connect with the nation’s top mesothelioma doctors.

Visit Asbestos.com for details on our privacy policy and disclaimer.



Not actual patient.

Talk to your doctor or visit PLUVICTO.com

If you have PSMA+ mCRPC, PLUVICTO is the first and only treatment that targets 

PSMA+ cancer cells wherever they are in the body.

A targeted prostate cancer treatment

that can help men live longer

Please see additional Important Safety Information on the next page and Brief Summary of full 
Prescribing Information on the following pages.

Men with PSMA+ mCRPC who received 

PLUVICTO plus best standard of care (BSOC) 

lived a median of 4 months longer: 

15.3 months vs 11.3 months with BSOC alone.

Noncancerous PSMA+ cells and other surrounding cells will 
also be impacted. 

mCRPC, metastatic castration-resistant prostate cancer; 
PSMA+, prostate-specific membrane antigen positive.

What is PLUVICTO® (lutetium Lu 177 vipivotide 
tetraxetan)? 

PLUVICTO is a radiopharmaceutical used to 
treat adults with an advanced cancer called 
prostate-specific membrane antigen–positive 
metastatic castration-resistant prostate cancer (PSMA-
positive mCRPC) that:

• has spread to other parts of the body 
(metastatic), and

• has already been treated with other 
anticancer treatments

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

What is the most important information I should 
know about PLUVICTO?

Use of PLUVICTO involves exposure to radioactivity. 
Long-term, accruing radiation exposure is associated 
with an increased risk for cancer.





Summary of Important Information

What is PLUVICTO® (lutetium Lu 177 vipivotide tetraxetan)?
PLUVICTO is a radiopharmaceutical used to treat adults with an advanced 
cancer called prostate-specific membrane antigen–positive metastatic 
castration-resistant prostate cancer (PSMA-positive mCRPC) that:
•  has spread to other parts of the body (metastatic), and
•  has already been treated with other anticancer treatments

What is the most important information I should know about PLUVICTO?
The use of PLUVICTO involves exposure to radioactivity. Long-term, 
accruing radiation exposure is associated with an increased risk for cancer.

PLUVICTO may cause serious side effects, including:
•  Low level of blood cell counts. Tell your doctor right away if you develop 

any new or worsening symptoms, including:
 •  Tiredness or weakness
 •  Pale skin
 •  Shortness of breath
 •  Bleeding or bruising more easily than normal or difficulty stopping 

bleeding
 •  Frequent infections with signs such as fever, chills, sore throat or mouth 

ulcers

•  Kidney problems. Tell your doctor right away if you develop any new 
or worsening symptoms, including passing urine less often or passing 
much smaller amounts of urine than usual

The most common side effects of PLUVICTO include:
•  Tiredness
•  Dry mouth
•  Nausea
•  Low red blood cell count
•  Loss of appetite
•  Changes in bowel movements (constipation or diarrhea)
•  Vomiting
•  Low blood platelet count
•  Urinary tract infection
•  Weight loss
•  Abdominal pain

These are not all of the possible side effects of PLUVICTO. Call your doctor 
for advice about side effects. You may report side effects to the FDA at 
1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my doctor before receiving PLUVICTO therapy?
Before you receive PLUVICTO, tell your doctor if any of these apply to you:
•  You have low level of blood cell counts (hemoglobin, white blood cell 

count, absolute neutrophil count, platelet count)
•  You have or have had tiredness, weakness, pale skin, shortness of breath, 

bleeding or bruising more easily than normal or difficulty to stop bleeding, 
or frequent infections with signs such as fever, chills, sore throat, or 
mouth ulcers (possible signs of myelosuppression)

•  You have or have had kidney problems
•  You have or have had any other type of cancer or treatment for cancer, as  

PLUVICTO contributes to your long-term cumulative radiation exposure
•  You are sexually active as:
 •  All radiopharmaceuticals, including PLUVICTO, have the potential to 

cause harm to an unborn baby
 •  You should use effective contraception for intercourse during treatment 

with PLUVICTO and for 14 weeks after your last dose
 •  PLUVICTO may cause temporary or permanent infertility

Before administration of PLUVICTO, you should drink plenty of water in  
order to urinate as often as possible during the first hours after administration.

How will I receive PLUVICTO?
•  There are strict laws on the use, handling and disposal of radiopharma-

ceutical products. PLUVICTO will only be used in special controlled 
areas. This product will only be handled and given to you by people who 
are trained and qualified to use it safely. These persons will take special 
care for the safe use of this product and will keep you informed of their 
actions

•  The recommended dose is 7.4 GBq (gigabecquerel, the unit used to 
express radioactivity)

•  PLUVICTO is given approximately every 6 weeks for a total of 6 doses
•  PLUVICTO is administered directly into a vein

•  Your nuclear medicine doctor will inform you about the usual duration of 
the procedure

•  If you have any questions about how long you will receive PLUVICTO, 
talk to your nuclear medicine doctor

•  Your nuclear medicine doctor will do blood tests before and during treat-
ment to check your condition and to detect any side effects as early as 
possible. Based on the results, your nuclear medicine doctor may decide 
to delay, modify or stop your treatment with PLUVICTO if necessary

•  An overdose is unlikely. However, in the case of an overdose, you will 
receive the appropriate treatment

•  If you miss an appointment for an administration, contact your nuclear 
medicine doctor as soon as possible to reschedule

After administration of PLUVICTO, you should:
•  Remain hydrated and urinate frequently in order to eliminate the product 

from your body
•  Limit close contact (less than 3 feet) with others in your household for  

2 days or with children and pregnant women for 7 days
•  Refrain from sexual activity for 7 days
•  Sleep in a separate bedroom from others in your household for 3 days, 

from children for 7 days, or from pregnant women for 15 days
•  The nuclear medicine doctor will inform you if you need to take any special 

precautions after receiving this medicine. This may include special pre-
cautions for you or your caregiver with regard to toilet use, showering, 
laundry, waste disposal, emergency medical assistance, unplanned 
hospitalization or traveling. Contact your nuclear medicine doctor if you 
have any questions

General information about the safe and effective use of PLUVICTO
Talk to your nuclear medicine doctor about any concerns. You can ask your 
nuclear medicine doctor for information about PLUVICTO that is written 
for healthcare professionals.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to 
the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
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V
FW Commander-in-Chief  

Duane Sarmiento addressed 

a joint hearing of  the House 

and Senate VA committees on March 

6 during the 2024 VFW Washington 

Conference.

Sarmiento began his testimony by 

thanking members of  Congress for 

passing the Honoring Our PACT Act (P.L. 

117-168) in 2022. Sarmiento noted 

that the law is the “most comprehensive 

toxic exposure legislation” ever passed 

by Congress. He said that the PACT Act 

has helped veterans who served in the 

Vietnam War through the post-9/11 

wars.

“The men and women in this room 

are a cross-section of  the VFW, a 

cross-section of  our veteran popula-

tion and a cross-section of  America,” 

said Sarmiento, a Navy veteran. “This 

is why I call upon you as our leaders in 

Washington, D.C., to continue fighting 

for those who served, are still serving, 

and to every day, meet the challenge.”

CLAIM SHARKS

Sarmiento, a Navy veteran of  1991’s 

Persian Gulf  War, testified that after 

the 2022 passage of  the Honoring Our 

PACT Act, VFW witnessed an increase 

in online advertisements from predato-

ry unaccredited companies, or “claim 

sharks,” that target veterans’ earned 

VA benefits.

“They argue that the high fees they 

charge make them more effective in 

assisting veterans than the free services 

offered by VA-accredited veterans ser-

vice organizations,” Sarmiento said. 

“That is false.”

Sarmiento said claims sharks “prey 

upon veterans and disregard the law.” 

He added that those companies need to 

be held accountable.  

“They say that there is no way for 

them to seek VA accreditation — that 

is also false,” Sarmiento said. “Anyone 

BY DAVE SPIVA

ISSUES UP FRONT | CURRENT VETER ANS CONCERNS

VFW Chief Asks Congress to ‘Fight for Those Who Served’
The highlight of VFW’s annual Washington Conference featured a speech from VFW Commander-in-

Chief Duane Sarmiento to House and Senate VA committee members. Combating “claim sharks,” 

stopping veterans suicide, providing retired military men and women earned benefits and helping 

active-duty troops make an easy transition to civilian life topped VFW’s agenda.

P
H

O
T
O

 B
Y

 B
O

B
 K

N
U

D
S

E
N



12 • VFW •  MAY 2024

can seek accreditation, but they refuse 

to do so because they would no lon-

ger be able to charge exorbitant fees — 

especially for work they didn’t do.

“It’s distasteful that these claim sharks 

take money from veterans,” Sarmiento 

continued. “But it’s disgusting that they 

take money from survivors.”

Sarmiento said VFW supports H.R. 

1139 — the Governing Unaccredited 

Representatives Defrauding VA Benefits Act 

of  2023 (GUARD VA Benefits Act) — and 

noted that claim sharks are spending 

“millions of  dollars” to fight the bill 

and similar ones across the country.

“New Jersey and New York have 

already made claim sharks illegal, and 

bills are moving forward through the 

legislatures all around the country,” 

Sarmiento said. “Claim sharks have 

fought our bills in every state and con-

tinue to try to buy influence. But we will 

never give up because we have the law 

and moral high ground on our side.”

TRANSITION ASSISTANCE

During the testimony, Sarmiento tout-

ed VFW’s network of  veterans service 

officers around the world who provide 

free services to help veterans, military 

members and families file a VA disabil-

ity claim.

“Every year,” Sarmiento said, 

“VFW-accredited representatives assist 

approximately 20,000 service mem-

bers with their Benefits Delivery at 

Discharge (BDD) claims before they 

leave the military, meaning they can 

receive benefits almost immediately 

upon separation for free.”

However, Sarmiento noted that 

“accredited representatives” for BDD 

claims are inconsistent.

“That’s why the VFW highly rec-

ommends passage of  the TAP Promotion 

Act (H.R. 3933), which will ensure all 

service members have direct access 

to accredited representatives during 

Transition Assistance Program (TAP) 

classes,” Sarmiento said. “Transition 

is an important milestone in a service 

member’s life, and the VFW believes 

we need to do everything we can to sup-

port that journey.”

Sarmiento noted that recently tran-

sitioned former junior enlisted veterans 

have higher rates of  homelessness, unem-

ployment and suicide than other veterans.

“We must do everything we can 

to help ease that transition, especial-

ly for those who are at higher risk,” 

Sarmiento said. “Trying to stop suicide 

or homelessness is meaningless if  we 

ignore the root causes of  a crisis.”

VETERANS SUICIDE

Sarmiento, during the testimony, said 

VFW supports the Not Just a Number 

Act (S. 928). If  passed by Congress and 

signed into law by President Joe Biden, 

the Not Just a Number Act would require 

VA to examine veterans’ benefits usage 

in an annual suicide prevention report 

to evaluate the relationship between VA 

benefits and suicide outcomes.

“VA’s own research shows that factors 

such as financial stability, housing and 

jobs protect against crisis,” Sarmiento 

said. “But if  veterans have problems 

accessing benefits such as the GI Bill, 

why would they trust VA with their 

health care? After years of  sounding this 

alarm, VFW is optimistic that VA may 

finally be listening, but we can do more.”

RICHARD STAR ACT

Sarmiento said that VFW believes vet-

erans should receive all benefits owed 

to them. The Major Richard Star Act 

(H.R. 1292) would allow retired com-

bat-wounded veterans with less than 20 

years of  service to receive both their 

disability compensation and retirement 

pay with no offset, also known as con-

current receipt.

“Year after year, and Congress after 

Congress, the VFW has advocated to fix 

concurrent receipt, and this year is no 

different because Congress has yet to fin-

ish the work it started — and promised 

to finish — 20 years ago,” Sarmiento 

said. “Our government says it holds vet-

erans in high regard, yet we keep using 

them as a way to save money.”

Sarmiento said that VA disability 

pay and military retirement pay should 

be viewed as “fundamentally differ-

ent” compensations. He said that the 

current law calls it “double-dipping.” 

Sarmiento noted that the Major Richard 

Star Act would fix the injustice.

While the 117th Congress (2021-22) 

gained “overwhelming” bipartisan sup-

port from lawmakers, the bill was not 

sent to President Biden for approval.

“The VFW fears the 118th Congress 

will end with the same result,” 

Sarmiento said. “We must pass the 

Richard Star Act so veterans receive the 

full benefits they have earned through 

their blood and sweat in their service to 

our country.”

OVERSEAS HEALTH CARE

On behalf  of  VFW, Sarmiento called 

on members of  Congress to “under-

take substantial reform” of  the VA 

Foreign Medical Program. Sarmiento, 

a Filipino American, said he knows 

people who live outside of  the U.S. who 

earned VA benefits through their mili-

tary service.

“We have to provide consistent access 

to care and support to veterans over-

seas,” Sarmiento said. “VFW welcomes 

the opportunity to discuss these issues.”

While Sarmiento acknowledged that 

health care around the world will “never 

be the same level of  care” veterans 

receive in the U.S., he said veterans who 

reside overseas often face “indifference 

and apathy” from the U.S. government. 

He noted that “better beaches” are not 

the reason veterans live overseas.

“Many of  these veterans are 

still employees who work for the 

Departments of  Defense or State, sup-

porting American interests and the mili-

tary mission,” Sarmiento said. “Cutting 

off services for overseas veterans should 

be viewed as a national security risk, 

which is why we need to enact common 

sense reforms for veterans living outside 

of  the U.S.”

To watch Sarmiento’s entire testimo-

ny, visit https://www.vfw.org/media-and-

events/2024-vfw-washington-conference.   J

EMAIL dspiva@vfw.org

ISSUES UP FRONT, CONTINUED
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WASHINGTON WIRE | CAPITOL HILL BRIEFS BY DAVE SPIVA

FOR MORE INFORMATION about specific legislation or VA benefits, contact VFW’s Washington Office at 

vfw@vfw.org. A member of VFW’s National Veterans Service staff will respond as soon as possible.

VFW Demands Action on Major Richard Star Act
VFW on March 5 held a 

press conference on Capitol 

Hill to address a critical dis-

parity that has long plagued 

many retired veterans.

If  passed by Congress and 

signed into law by President 

Joe Biden, the Major Richard 

Star Act (H.R. 1282/S. 344) 

would provide medically 

retired combat veterans who 

served less than 20 years in the 

military with full retirement 

and disability compensation.

Currently, only retired 

military members with at 

least a 50 percent VA dis-

ability rating and 20 years 

of  service are eligible to col-

lect full retirement and full 

VA disability pay. Others 

who do not fall into those 

parameters have their 

retirement pay offset by the 

amount of  disability com-

pensation they receive. 

Presently, the Department 

of  Defense gives combat-re-

lated disability pay to more 

than 50,000 retired veter-

ans with less than 20 years of  

military service.

VFW Department of  

Montana Adjutant and 

Quartermaster Tim Peters 

spoke at the press conference and emphasized that there 

is already bipartisan and bicameral consensus around the 

Major Richard Star Act.

“Our veterans cannot afford to continue losing their full-

earned military retirement pay because Congress insists on 

saving money at their expense,” Peters said. “It is time to 

stop talking about this bill and get it done.” 

The press conference had a significant turnout of  VFW 

members from around the world. VFW advocates were in 

Washington, D.C., at the time for the annual VFW Washington 

Conference. Also in attendance were Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.), 

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-Fla.), Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) and 

Tonya Star, the widow of  Army Maj. Richard Star.

At the press conference, Tonya Star encouraged VFW, 

other veterans service organizations and lawmakers to con-

tinue fighting for the passage of  the Major Richard Star Act.

“It was, by far, Richard’s greatest goal to pass this [legis-

lation],” Tonya Star said. “These men and women earned 

their retirements – the hard way. And, Richard made 

myself, along with many of  you, promise to not stop until 

this is done.”

The bill is named in honor of  Richard Star, who had to 

retire early due to terminal lung cancer caused during his ser-

vice in Afghanistan and Iraq. He died on Feb. 13, 2021.

VFW Department of Montana Adjutant/Quartermaster Tim Peters 

speaks at a press conference on March 5 on Capitol Hill about the 

Major Richard Star Act. The legislation aims to permit combat-related 

medically retired veterans with less than 20 years of military service to 

receive full earned retirement pay and disability compensation without 

an offset. 

LEFT: Army Maj. Richard Star, who died in 2021 from cancer related to 

his service.
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WASHINGTON WIRE, CONTINUED

VFW Recommends  
$151.8 Billion for  
2025 VHA Budget 

The Independent Budget Recommendations for the Department 

of Veterans Affairs for Fiscal Years 2025 and 2026 outlines a 

recommended budget for the Veterans Health Administration. It 

totals $151.8 billion for next year, including $90.4 billion for medical 

services to veterans.

V
FW, Disabled American Veterans and Paralyzed 

Veterans of  America released the latest edition of  

The Independent Budget in February, which recommends 

$151.8 billion for the VA’s Veterans Health Administration 

(VHA) for 2025.

The Independent Budget Recommendations for the Department of  

Veterans Affairs for Fiscal Years 2025 and 2026 is an annual report 

that outlines a roadmap for lawmakers to ensure that VA 

receives adequate funding to serve veterans and their fami-

lies. VFW believes that the recommendations noted in The 

Independent Budget will play a crucial role in guiding future 

spending decisions by Congress.

The Independent Budget report noted the absence of  a timely 

budget for the VA, which is exacerbated by the recurring fail-

ure to pass a full-year federal budget for 2024.

VFW Washington Office Executive Director Ryan 

Gallucci said that those actions have raised concerns among 

the veterans service organizations.

“While this year’s Independent Budget is once again com-

plete, it is now imperative that Congress and VA work 

together, along with veterans service organizations and 

other stakeholders, to make the needs and interests of  all 

veterans a top priority,” Gallucci said. 

“We have co-authored this report and offered budget-

ary recommendations to ensure the timely delivery of  spe-

cialized health care and earned benefits for the men and 

women who served.”

The Independent Budget recommends $90.4 billion for VHA 

medical services. Budget recommendations include:

• $36.8 billion for medical community care 

• $13.6 billion for medical support and compliance

• $11 billion for medical facilities

• $1.05 billion for medical and prosthetic research

The Independent Budget report outlines funding allocations 

and enhancements for VHA programs. This includes, com-

pared to last year’s amount, increases of:

• $2.8 billion to fill clinical and support care vacancies

• $2.3 billion to meet the needs of  newly enrolled veterans 

• $1 billion for long-term care for aging veterans

• $340 million for expanding dental care

• $100 million for virtual health care

The Independent Budget recommends $6.2 billion for the 

Veterans Health Administration for fiscal year 2025 to 

ensure timely and high-quality medical services for veterans. 

This is an increase from last year of  about $500 million. 

The Independent Budget also advocates for increased fund-

ing of  VA infrastructure projects, which totals $6.1 billion 

for 2025. VFW believes the increased budget will address 

safety risks and backlogs. The report calls for additional 

construction management personnel at VA medical centers 

nationwide to effectively manage infrastructure projects. 

About $333 million also was proposed for the VA Board of  

Veterans’ Appeals to support IT system improvements and 

increase efficiency.

To read the full report, visit https://www.independentbudget.org.

VFW believes that the 

recommendations noted in  

The Independent Budget will play 

a crucial role in guiding future 

spending decisions by Congress.



20% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

10% OFF SENIOR &

MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING THAT FITS 

YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for 

details.

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

www.LeafFilter.com/magazine | Promo Code: 382

1-800-525-7803

THE LEAFFILTER SYSTEM

uPVC Frame

Micromesh

New or

Existing

Gutter

Hanger

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE

“Without a doubt 
LeafFilter has 
made my home 
more valuable.” 

Barry S.
– LeafFilter
Customer

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details. *One coupon per household.  No obligation estimate for one year. See representative for full warranty details.

AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IN #RCE-51604, IA #C127230, LA #559544, Suffolk HIC License #H-52229, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, 

#262000403, #2106212946, MD #MHIC148329, MA #176447, MT #226192, MN #IR731804, NE #50145, NM #408693, NJ #13VH09953900, #H-19114, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #41354, TN#7656, UT #423330, 

#10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV#WV056912



18 • VFW •  MAY 2024

P
H

O
T
O

 B
Y

 J
A

N
IE

 D
Y

H
O

U
S

E
/
V

F
W

Members of VFW Post 3442 in Custer, S.D., gather 

together on a Friday evening last October outside the 

Post home located on the town’s main street. In addition 

to serving as a valuable community partner, the Post 

also is the go-to place for fun in Custer.

BLACK HILLS VFW POSTS 

SUPPORT COMMUNITIES

AND OFFER 

TOURISTS RESPITE

Custer VFW Post 3442 and Rapid City VFW Post 1273 are just two examples of the many 

South Dakota Posts active in towns and cities across “The Mount Rushmore State.”

BY JANIE DYHOUSE
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T
his month, VFW magazine con-

tinues its “Destination Post 

Series.” The series will feature 

125 VFW Posts located in sought-after 

tourist destinations. Featured VFW Posts 

are those that make a real difference in 

the communities in which the Posts are 

located. This month’s article takes VFW 

magazine readers to South Dakota.

The small town of Custer is nes-

tled in the valley of the Black Hills. Its 

main street, which is Mount Rushmore 

Road, looks like something that would 

appear on a postcard. There is an array 

of restaurants for nearly every palette, 

shops for the outdoorsman, bakeries, 

souvenir shops and a trading post. 

In the middle of it all sits VFW Post 

3442, which you cannot miss with 

“Old Glory” painted on the front of 

the building. No matter what time of 

day one drives by, it seems the Post is 

always the place to be in this commu-

nity of some 1,600 people. Tourists 

lodging at nearby vintage motels such 

as the Chalet Motel can be seen walk-

ing to the Post in the evenings.

 If you travel east out of town, you 

can drive into Custer State Park. The 

drive north out of town takes you by the 

Crazy Horse Memorial and through 

Hill City and on to Rapid City. You also 

can travel the scenic Iron Mountain 

Road, which is bookended by Mount 

Rushmore and Custer State Park. 

Wooden bridges and one-lane tunnels 

showcase the beauty of Rushmore. Or 

enjoy the drive to Keystone and on to 

historic Deadwood, where you will want 

to stop and check out VFW Post 5969

Members of the Custer VFW care 

for their community in many ways, but 

especially when it comes to the youth. 

According to Post Junior Vice Commander 

Corey Virtue, Boy Scouts sometimes work 

dinners at the Post’s dining hall in the base-

ment and keep the donations.

“When a group of students were rais-

ing funds to head to the nation’s capital, 

the Post gave $500 to each one to help 

with the cost of the trip,” said Virtue, 

who served in 2007 and 2013 in Iraq 

with the 235th Military Police. 

Post Commander Rick Hamm added 
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DESTINATION POST SERIES

SOUTH DAKOTA FUN FACTS

South Dakota’s deposits of Sioux 

quartzite are red and pink in color, 

and some are estimated to be 2 billion 

years old. At Palisades State Park in 

the southeast portion of the state, 

the 50-foot quartzite cliffs and spires 

looming over Split Rock Creek contain 

catlinite, a rare, soft mineral used by 

Native Americans for making calumets 

(peace pipes). The sheer spires make 

the Palisades one of the best climbing 

spots in the state.

Although it is situated in the middle of 

the country, South Dakota has more 

miles of shore than Florida. This is due 

in large part to Lake Oahe, a 231-mile-

long reservoir along the Missouri River 

but also to the many small lakes and 

tributaries of the Missouri. 

• Just 20 miles north of Belle 

Fourche, S.D., is considered the 

geographic center of the entire 

United States, when considering 

Alaska and Hawaii.

• Clark, S.D., is home to a yearly 

mashed potato wrestling compe-

tition during the town’s annual 

Potato Days.

• Spearfish, S.D., holds the world 

record for having the greatest 

change in temperature in the 

shortest amount of time. On Jan. 

22, 1943, the temperature went 

from minus 4 to 45 within 2 min-

utes — that’s a 49-degree change 

in just 120 seconds.

that when high school cheerleaders were 

traveling to Pearl Harbor for a competi-

tion, the Post chipped in to help them.

Virtue, who volunteers at the high 

school to help students build resumes, 

said there is a strong bond between the 

community youth and the Post.

“When students collected items and 

assembled care packages for troops, we 

paid the postage to deliver those packag-

es,” Virtue said. 

Most recently, the Department of 

South Dakota’s Voice of Democracy 

winner this year was sponsored by Post 

3442. Lexi Brandt from Custer High 

School represented South Dakota in 

MOUNT

RUSHMORE
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Washington D.C., in March during 

VFW’s annual Parade of Winners.

‘WE CAN MOVE MOUNTAINS’

Post Quartermaster D.D. Couch said 

Post 3442 is nothing but welcoming, 

which is why veterans and their fami-

lies choose to be a part of it. 

“I have been a member nearly 40 

years,” said Couch, who also is a past 

Department of South Dakota com-

mander. “We had 126 members 40 

years ago. This year, our membership 

stands at 441 so far. Post 3442 has been 

a pillar in Custer for many years. When 

a member is not in this for him or her-

self, we can move mountains.”

A visit to the Post is a bit like the 

1980s sitcom “Cheers,” where every-

body knows your name. If the regulars 

do not know your name, Post leaders 

say they soon will.

Virtue said there have been VFW 

members from other states passing 

through town and enjoy Post 3442 so 

much that they have transferred their 

VFW memberships to the Custer Post.

“Our Post is nothing more than 

For those traveling by car across “The 

Mount Rushmore State,” there is 

plenty to see and do. Here is a small 

sampling of some of South Dakota’s 

most treasured sites. 

Falls Park

900 N. Phillips Avenue

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

(605) 367-7430

World’s Only Corn Palace

604 N. Main Street

Mitchell, SD 57301

(605) 995-8430

https://cornpalace.com

Wall Drug Store

510 Main St.

Wall, SD 57790

(605) 279-2175

https://www.walldrug.com

USS South Dakota Battleship 

Memorial

12th Street and Kiwanis Avenue

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

(605) 367-7141

https://southdakotabattleship.org

Bear Country USA

13820 US-16

Rapid City, SD 57702

(605) 343-2290

https://bearcountryusa.com

Mount Rushmore

13000 SD-244

Keystone, SD 57751

(605) 574-2523

https://www.nps.gov/moru/index.htm

Crazy Horse Memorial

12151 Avenue of the Chiefs

Crazy Horse, SD 57730

(605) 673-4681

https://crazyhorsememorial.org

SOUTH DAKOTA 

MUST-SEE  

TREASURES

NATURAL BEAUTY ABOUNDS

• A trip across South Dakota is not 

complete without a drive through the 

Badlands National Park. With 244,000 

acres, there is plenty to see.

• Situated in South Dakota’s Black Hills, 

Custer State Park offers 71,000 acres of 

wildlife and clear mountain water. Take 

a drive on the Needles Highway for the 

best views.

• The Black Hills National Forest in 

western South Dakota and northeastern 

Wyoming offers 1.2 million acres of for-

ested hills and mountains. Seen from a 

distance, these pine-covered hills appear 

to be black in color.

BADLANDS

Navy veteran Sheri Deatherage, standing last October outside VFW Post 3442 in Custer, S.D., 

talks about what she likes best about being a member. For the physics and science teacher, the 

Post serves as a way of bringing people together.
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YOUR ULTIMATE SILVER DOLLAR SET
150 Years of Iconic U.S. Silver Dollars from the Morgan to the Silver Eagle

GovMint ¥ 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. YSL155-01, Eagan, MN 55121

Asset Marketing Services, LLC d/b/a GovMint is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affi  liated with the U.S. government. Th e collectible coin market is 
unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. Prices, facts, fi gures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change signifi cantly over time. All 
purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of AMS’s Terms and Conditions (www.amsi-corp.com/terms-conditions); to decline, return your purchase pursuant 
to our Return Policy (www.amsi-corp.com/product-return-policy). Keeping your purchase means you agree to the Terms and Conditions. © 2024 GovMint. All rights reserved.

FREE SHIPPING: Standard domestic shipping. Not valid on 
previous purchases.

We’ve done the work for you with this 5-Pc. U.S. Silver 
Dollar Set. Each of these U.S. Silver Dollars is sought-after 
by collectors individually, but this set includes every design 
of U.S. Silver Dollar in American history, issued from 1878 
to 2024! 

Morgan Silver Dollar: First struck in 1878, 
the Morgan has a historic legacy as the coin 
that helped build the American West. Minted 
until 1904, then again in 1921, this 90% silver 
coin with its iconic Lady Liberty design is the 
most collected vintage Silver Dollar in the world. 
Extremely Fine (XF) condition coin included in set.

Peace Silver Dollar: Memorializing peace 
following the end of World War I, the 90% 
silver Peace Dollar was intended as a one-
year only release struck in 1921—but it 
proved so popular with the American people, 
it was struck until 1928, then again in 1934-35. 
Extremely Fine (XF) condition coin included in set.  

Eisenhower Dollar: The last circulating U.S. 
dollar coin, the Eisenhower Dollar, aka the 
“Ike Dollar,” with its design featuring war 
hero President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
backed by an image symbolizing the Apollo II 
moon landing. Struck in silver from 1971-1976, 
the Eisenhower Dollar in this set was struck in 40% silver 
for collectors, and you will receive a coin in Brilliant 
Uncirculated (BU) condition.

Silver Eagle Type 1: The first-ever U.S. Silver Dollar 
minted in 99.9% silver, these coins were first minted in 1986 
following President Ronald Reagan’s signing of the Liberty 
Coin Act into law on July 9, 1985, which authorized the U.S. 

Mint to strike America’s new silver bullion 
coin. This gorgeous Silver Dollar features the 
original, revered Type 1 “Heraldic Eagle,” and 
a Brilliant Uncirculated (BU) condition coin is 
included in set.

Silver Eagle Type 2: In honor of the popular 
99.9% silver coin’s 35th anniversary in 2021, the 
Silver Eagle received a new, esteemed Type 2 
“Eagle Landing” reverse design. This is the 
current issued coin by the U.S. Mint. Brilliant 
Uncirculated (BU) condition coin included in set.

SAVE with this Ultimate 
U.S. Silver Dollar Set!

FREE SHIPPING and a BONUS 
presentation case, plus a new and 
informative 150 Years U.S. Silver 
Dollars booklet! Call right now to 
get yours before they’re gone!

Ultimate U.S. Silver Dollars Set Reg. Price $249 - $199 

Save $50.00 (over 20%) + FREE SHIPPING

For fastest service call today toll-free

1-800-517-6468
Offer Code YSL155-01

Please mention this code when you call.

Uncirculated (BU) condition coin included in set.most collected vintage Silver Dollar in the world. 
Extremely Fine (XF) condition coin included in set.

Silver Eagle Type 2:
99.9% silver coin’s 35th anniversary in 2021, the 
Silver Eagle received a new, esteemed Type 2 
“Eagle Landing” reverse design. This is the 
current issued coin by the U.S. Mint. Brilliant 
Uncirculated (BU) condition coin included in set.

 The last circulating U.S. 

backed by an image symbolizing the Apollo II 
moon landing. Struck in silver from 1971-1976, 
the Eisenhower Dollar in this set was struck in 40% silver 

it was struck until 1928, then again in 1934-35. 
Extremely Fine (XF) condition coin included in set.  

FREE SHIPPING and a BONUS 
presentation case, plus a new and 
informative 150 Years U.S. Silver 
Dollars booklet! Call right now to 
get yours before they’re gone!

SAVE with this Ultimate 

$249$249 - $199 

BONUS 
Case!

 SPECIAL CALL-IN ONLY OFFER

150 Years of 

Iconic U.S. Silver 

Dollars

FIVE OF THE MOST 

SOUGHT-AFTER U.S. SILVER 

DOLLARS, IN ONE SET!

Morgan

Peace

Eisenhower Silver Eagle 
Type 2

Silver Eagle 
Type 1

Dates 
will vary

Actual sizes: 
38.1-40.6 mm
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extended family,” Post member Eric 

Lewis said, adding jokingly, “Maybe 

a little more like Cousin Eddie [from 

“National Lampoon’s Chr istmas 

Vacation”].”

Sheri Deatherage, a physics and sci-

ence teacher at Custer High School 

and a Navy veteran, agrees. She is one 

of the newer members to Post 3442.

“I joined because this Post is very, 

very active in our community, and I 

love that we are able to be together as 

different branches of the military and 

get to interact with each other,” said 

Deatherage, who earned her VFW eli-

gibility in 1999 in Kosovo. “We are so 

involved in the community, and it just 

brings a lot of people together.”

Virtue, whose great-uncle was a 

charter member of the Post, and whose 

father was a life member before dying 

from an Agent Orange-related illness, 

said the town of Custer may be small, 

but the Post keeps growing.

“The success of this Post is because 

of the community involvement we see,” 

Virtue said. “But the camaraderie we 

experience here is what I most love.” 

On March 29, VFW Post 3442 cele-

brated 79 years in Custer. 

‘WE OFFER FRIENDSHIP AND 

CAMARADERIE’

Located in downtown Rapid City, 

VFW Post 1273 is a hub of activity. 

Following the Indigenous People’s Day 

Parade in October, the sidewalk was 

lined with visitors trying to get into the 

Post. According to Post Commander 

Ralph Treece, this is common.

“We are like the house where you 

want to hang out,” Treece joked. “We 

want people to come in and see what 

the VFW is all about.”

Treece attributes this to the good 

the Post members do in the community 

and surrounding areas. 

The Post’s Boots on the Ground is 

one example of service. On Oct. 29, Post 

members, along with other organizations, 

worked at the VFW Post to feed, clothe 

and counsel, when needed, 125 individu-

als. Of those served, 50 were veterans. 

Veterans were admitted from 11 

a.m.–2 p.m., and the public was admit-

DEADWOOD VFW OFFERS FUN FOR VISITORS

Since 1876, Deadwood, S.D., has been entertaining visitors. With casinos, 

spas, shopping and fine dining, this historic location offers something for 

everyone. Located in Deadwood is VFW Post 5969. With the distinction of 

being All-American, the Post supports its community in a variety of ways, 

including youth activities and supporting those who need a boost. Situated 

in the center of town, the Post is a hub of activity for those looking for a fun 

place to socialize. 

If you are visiting the Black Hills, be sure to check out VFW Post 5969: 

10 Pine Street

Deadwood, SD 57732

(605) 722-9914

Commander John Datka 

https://www.facebook.com/post5969

ted for the last hour. Donations of cloth-

ing, boots and hygiene products were 

collected during “fill-the-truck” events 

at the Post leading up to the Boots on 

the Ground event. Sleeping bags and 

blankets also were distributed. 

Items not handed out during the 

event were donated to other Rapid City 

veterans’ organizations for distribution. 

The Post members also work closely 

with Cornerstone Rescue Mission just 

a few blocks away. Area Boy Scouts can 

often be found volunteering at the Post 

as well.

“Any event we have with extra food, 

all goes down to the homeless shelter,” 

Treece said. “Always something going 

on for us giving back in the community 

that these guys here have done forever, 

and we have just kept that going.”

DEADWOOD

WE WANT TO 

HEAR FROM YOU

If you have visited any of the 

Posts mentioned in this article, we 

want to hear from you, or let us 

hear from you after you visit. Email 

communications@vfw.org and 

tell us about your visit! We look 

forward to hearing from you, our 

valued readers.
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At about 20 members strong, the 

Post’s Honor Guard stays busy. A VFW 

member since 1973, Marv Czerwonka 

heads up the guard, which averages 15 

funerals a month and travels within a 

60-mile radius. 

The Post offers plenty of fun for its 

members and those passing by on Main 

Street. Monthly pancake breakfasts, 

Friday night fish fries, weekly bingo 

and cookouts are just some of the ways 

members enjoy themselves at the Post. 

Aside from the fun times, Post mem-

bers strive to inform as well. Displays 

showcasing military memorabilia aim 

to do just that. Gas masks, helmets, tele-

grams and even a bugle are encased.

“This is not so much a museum,” 

Treece said, “but we want people who 

come through the doors to understand 

what the VFW is about and where we 

came from.”

For Post Junior Vice Commander 

Chuck Lanning, the Post’s rich histo-

ry is a draw.

“I came to this Post because I was 

involved with the VFW as a child with 

pancake breakfasts and such,” said 

Lanning, who served in the Army twice 

in Iraq and once in Afghanistan. “I think 

that is one of the best things we do here 

on the first Sunday of the month is the 

pancake breakfasts. But I like the history 

here, as it goes back to the 1930s.”

Original prints and artwork hang on 

the walls throughout the Post. In one 

area, barstools have areas of service and 

military branches printed on the back.

“People come in and maybe want to 

sit in a chair that represents where their 

dad served or the branch of military 

their grandfather was in,” Treece said. 

While veterans end up at VFW Post 

1273 for different reasons, a common 

theme keeps them there – camaraderie.

 “The reason this VFW Post in par-

VFW Post 2750 

215 N. Main Street

Mitchell, SD 57301

(605) 996-9490

Commander Lyle Sunderland

https://www.facebook.com/p/VFW-

Post-2750-100063524951881

VFW Post 628

1700 W. Russell Street

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

(605) 338-0869

Commander Hosea Bennett

https://www.facebook.com/Sioux-

FallsVFW

VFW Post 3298

504 S. Wallace St.

Parkston, SD 

(605) 630-0771

Commander Charles McKean

https://www.facebook.com/park-

stonvfw

VFW Post 7319

113 2nd Street SW

Wagner, SD 57380

(605) 481-1338

Commander Carl Roberts

https://www.face-

book.com/profile.

php?id=100080772789794&lo-

cale=ms_MY

VFW Post 4726

321 S. Main

Brandon, SD 57005

(605) 582-3411

Commander Ronald Harris

https://www.facebook.com/

vfw4726

SOUTH DAKOTA 

POSTS MAKING  

COMMUNITIES BETTER

ticular means something to me is that 

it is people getting together and just 

enjoying the camaraderie,” member 

Ken East said. “And it is also about 

veterans taking care of veterans.”

Czerwonka agreed, adding: “VFW 

Post 1273 is about veterans help-

ing veterans to keep things going. We 

make sure their needs are met, and we 

offer friendship and camaraderie.”   J

EMAIL jdyhouse@vfw.org

VFW Post 1273 members meet up 

last October outside their Post in 

downtown Rapid City, S.D., following 

the Indigenous People’s Day Parade. 

Serving the homeless population and 

supporting area scouting endeavors 

are just two ways the Post gives back 

in this Black Hills community. 

RIGHT: Chairs inside VFW Post 1273 

are printed with areas of service 

served and military branches.
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(Continued on next page)

People don’t always do what 
their doctor says, but when sea-
soned veteran emergency room 
physician, Dr. Philip B. Howren, 
says every senior should have a 
medical alert device, you better 
listen up.

“Seniors are just one fall away 
from being put in a nursing home,” 
Dr. Howren said. “With a medi-
cal alert device, seniors are never 
alone. So it keeps them living inde-
pendently in their own home. That’s 
why seniors and their family mem-
bers are snapping up a sleek new 
medical alert device that comes 
with no monthly bills ever,” he said.

Many seniors refuse to wear old 
style help buttons because they 
make them look old. But even 
worse, those medical alert sys-

tems come with monthly bills.
To solve these problems Universal 

Physicians, a U.S. company went 
to work to develop a new, modern, 
state-of-the-art medical alert de-
vice. It’s called “FastHelp™” and it 
instantly connects you to free un-
limited nationwide help everywhere 
cell service is available with no con-
tracts, no deposits and no month-
ly bills ever.

“This slick new little device is de-
signed to look like the pagers doctors 
wear every day. Seniors love them 
because it actually makes them look 
important, not old,” Dr. Howren said.

FastHelp is expected to hit store 
shelves later this year. But spe-
cial newspaper promotional give-
aways are slated for seniors in se-
lect areas. ■

Doctor urges seniors to carry medical alert device
Seniors snap up new medical alert 
device that comes with no monthly bills

The phone lines are ring-
ing off the hook.

That’s because for 
seniors born before 1956, it’s 
a deal too good to pass up. 

Starting at precisely 
8:30am this morning 
the Pre-Store Release 
begins for the sleek new 
medical alert device that 
comes with the exclusive 
FastHelp™ One-Touch E 
911 Button that instantly 
connects you to unlimited 
nationwide help every-
where cell service is avail-
able with no contracts, no 
deposits and no monthly 
bills ever.

“It’s not like old style 
monitored help buttons 
that make you talk to a 
call center and only work 
when you’re at home and 
come with hefty bills every 
month. FastHelp comes 
with state-of-the-art cel-
lular embedded technol-
ogy. That means it works 
at home or anywhere, any-

SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

■ FLYING OUT THE DOOR: Trucks are being loaded with the new medical alert devices called FastHelp. They are now 
being delivered to lucky seniors who call the National Rebate Center Hotline at 1-800-330-4294 DEPT. HELP8114 today. 
Everyone is calling to get FastHelp, the sleek new medical alert device because it instantly connects you to unlimited 
nationwide help everywhere cell service is available with no contracts, no deposits and no monthly bills ever.

It’s just what seniors have been waiting for; a sleek new medical alert device with no contracts, no 
deposits and no monthly bills that instantly connects you to free unlimited nationwide help with just 
the push of a button for a one-time $149 price tag that’s a real steal after today’s instant rebate

Seniors born before 1956 get new medical 
alert device with no monthly bills ever

■ NO MONTHLY BILLS: “My wife had an old style help button that came 
with hefty bills every month and she was embarrassed to wear it because it 
made her look old,” said Frank McDonald, Canton, Ohio. “Now, we both have 
FastHelp™, the sleek new medical alert device that our grandkids say makes 
us look ‘cool’ not old,” he said. With FastHelp, seniors never have to worry 
about being alone and the best part is there are no monthly bills ever.



 IF BORN BEFORE 1956: Use the rebate coupon below and call this

 Toll-Free Hotline: 1-800-330-4294 DEPT. HELP8114

SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

(Continued from previous page)

time cell service is available 
whether you’re out water-
ing the garden, driving in a 
car, at church or even hun-
dreds of miles away on a 
tour or at a casino. You are 
never alone. With just a sin-
gle push of the One-Touch 
E Button you instantly get 
connected to free unlim-
ited help nationwide with 
no monthly bills ever,” said 
Jack Lawrence, Execu-
tive Director of Product 
Development for U.S. based 
Universal Physicians. 

“We’ve never seen any-
thing like it. Consumers 
absolutely love the sleek 
new modern design and 
most of all, the instant 
rebate that practically pays 
for it and no monthly bills 
ever,” Lawrence said.

FastHelp is the sleek 
new medical alert device 
with the best of combina-
tions: a quality, high-tech 
engineered device that’s 
also an extremely great 
value because there are 
no monthly bills ever. 

Better still, it comes with 
no contracts, no deposits 
and no monthly bills ever 
– which makes FastHelp 
a great choice for seniors, 
students and professionals 
because it connects to one 
of the largest nationwide 
networks everywhere cell 
service is available for free.

And here’s the best part. 
All those who already have 
an old style monitored med-
ical alert button can imme-
diately eliminate those 
monthly bills, which is 
why Universal Physicians 
is widely advertising this 
announcement nationwide.

“So if you’ve ever felt a 
medical alert device was too 
complicated or expensive, 
you’ll want to get FastHelp, 
the sleek new medical alert 
device with no monthly 
bills,” said Lawrence.

The medical alert device 
slugfest was dominated by 
two main combatants who 
both offer old style mon-
itored help buttons that 
come with a hefty bill every 
month. But now Universal 
Physicians, the U.S. based 
heavyweight, just delivered 
a knockout blow sending 
the top rated contenders to 
the mat with the unveiling 
of FastHelp. It’s the sleek 
new cellular embedded 
medical alert device that 

cuts out the middleman by 
instantly connecting you 
directly to highly trained 
911 operators all across 
the U.S. There’s abso-
lutely nothing to hook-up 
or install. You don’t need 
a land line and you don’t 
need a cell phone. Every-
thing is done for you.

“FastHelp is a state of 
the art medical alert device 
designed to make you look 
important, not old. Old style 

monitored help buttons you 
wear around your neck, or 
require expensive base sta-
tion equipment or a landline 
are the equivalent of a horse 
and buggy,” Lawrence says. 
“It’s just outdated.”

Millions of seniors fall 
every year and spend hours 
lying on the floor helpless 
and all alone with no help. 

But seniors who fall and 
get immediate help are 
much more likely to avoid 

getting sent to a nursing 
home and get to STAY 
living in their own home 
independently. 

Yet millions of seniors 
are still risking their safety 
by not having a medical 
alert device. That’s because 
seniors just can’t afford to 
pay the monthly bills that 
come with old style medi-
cal alert devices.

That’s why seniors born 
before 1956 are rushing to 

cash in the whopping $150 
instant rebate before the 21 
day deadline ends. 

So there’s no need to 
wait for FastHelp to hit 
store shelves later this year 
because seniors born before 
1956 can get it now just by 
using the $150 instant rebate 
coupon printed in today’s 
newspaper before the 21 
day deadline ends. If lines 
are busy keep trying, all calls 
will be answered. ■

HOW TO GET IT:

P7366 OF23372R-1

THE BOTTOM LINE: You don’t need to 
shop around. We’ve done all the leg work, 
this deal is too good to pass up. FastHelp 
with the instant rebate is a real steal at 
just $149 and shipping and there are no 
monthly bills ever.

PROS: It’s the sleek new medical alert device 
that comes with the exclusive FastHelp One-
Touch E 911 Button that instantly connects 
you to free unlimited nationwide help every-
where cell service is available with no con-
tracts or deposits. It connects you to the vast 
available network of cellular towers for free 
and saves seniors a ton of money because 
there are no monthly bills ever making this 
deal irresistible. Plus it’s the only medical alert 
device that makes seniors look important, 
not old.

CONS: Consumers can’t get FastHelp 
in stores until later this year. That’s why 
it’s so important for seniors born before 
1956 to call the National Rebate Cen-
ter Hotline within the next 21 days. For 
those who miss that deadline, the sleek 
little medical alert device will set you 
back over $300 bucks.

 IF BORN AFTER 1956: You cannot use the rebate coupon below and must

 pay $299 Call: 1-800-330-9423 DEPT. HELP8114
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FASTHELP IS COVERED BY A 30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE LESS SHIPPING AND A 1 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY. FASTHELP IS A 4G CELLULAR DEVICE. 
FASTHELP WILL NOT BE ABLE TO MAKE 911 CALLS WHEN CELLULAR SERVICE IS NOT AVAILABLE SUCH AS IN REMOTE OR HIGH DENSITY AREAS. WE SUG-
GEST TESTING CELLULAR CONNECTION BEFORE USE. SEE OWNERS MANUAL. FASTHELP USES GPS TRIANGULATIONS TO APPROXIMATE YOUR LOCA-
TION WHEN YOUR DEVICE IS TURNED ON. DR. HOWREN IS A COMPENSATED MEDICAL ADVISOR AND FRANK MCDONALD IS AN ACTUAL USER AND COM-
PENSATED FOR HIS PARTICIPATION. OH RESIDENTS ADD 6.5% SALES TA X. UNIVERSAL PHYSICIANS 7747 SUPREME AVE, NORTH CANTON, OH 44720.

EXPIRES 21 Days from Today’s Publication Date

After Coupon Expires: The FastHelp is $299.00 plus shipping & handling

USE THIS COUPON: To get $150 off FastHelp you must be born before 1956 and call 
the National Rebate Center Hotline at 1-800-330-4294 DEPT. HELP8114 before 
the 21 day rebate deadline ends.

FastHelp, the new medical alert device that instantly connects you to free un-
limited nationwide help everywhere cell service is available with no contracts, 
no deposits and no monthly bills ever.

$150 Off

FastHelpª

One-touch help. Anytime. Anywhere.
With no monthly bills ever.
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P
reserving the legacy of U.S. troops who made the ulti-

mate sacrifice is central to the VFW’s mission and 

existence. Many across the country have united in this 

endeavor to commemorate the valor of those honored and 

recognize the contributions of all who have served in the 

armed forces.

Here are eight memorials dedicated, authorized, refur-

bished or proposed over the last year.

NATIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR MEMORIAL

On Dec. 27, 2021, President Joe Biden signed into law the 

National Medal of Honor Memorial Act (P.L. 117-80). The leg-

islation authorized the establishment of a National Medal of 

Honor Memorial on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.

In 2023, supporters of the monument asked Congress to 

consider approving the National Medal of Honor Memorial 

to be located near the Lincoln Memorial. The location was 

selected to honor President Abraham Lincoln, who creat-

ed the Medal of Honor, according to the National Medal of 

Honor Museum.

House members in November passed the Hershel Woody 

Williams National Medal of Honor Monument Location Act (H.R. 

2717), meaning that if the Senate and Biden approved the 

legislation, the monument would be located near the Lincoln 

Memorial.

The bill was named in honor of Medal of Honor recipi-

HONORING 
VETERANS 
NATIONWIDE

ent Hershel “Woody” Williams, who died on June 29, 2022. 

Williams, who was the last living World War II Medal of 

Honor recipient, earned the highest award for valor while 

fighting in the Battle of Iwo Jima. The Marine Corps veter-

an also is the namesake of the Woody Williams Foundation. 

(See Gold Star Families Memorial Monument.)

As of VFW magazine’s print deadline, a design had not 

been selected for the monument. Learn more about the 

National Medal of Honor Memorial at https://www.mohmuse-

um.org/the-monument.

GOLD STAR FAMILIES MEMORIAL MONUMENT

The Woody Williams Foundation was instrumental in install-

ing more than 130 monuments to honor Gold Star families 

around the country. Gold Star families are those who have 

had a member die while serving in the military.

According to the Woody Williams Foundation, the cre-

ation of the Gold Star Families Memorial Monument is 

intended to:

• Establish and provide a space that Gold Star families 

can call their own in honor of their families.

• Demonstrate to Gold Star families that their com-

munity cares for them and appreciates their sacri-

fice while also honoring the ultimate sacrifice of their 

loved ones.

• Establish and strengthen local Gold Star family  

In observance of Memorial 

Day, VFW magazine show-

cases a selection of eight 

memorials — established, 

recent and forthcoming 

— dedicated to honoring 

the men and women who 

served our country.

BY DAVE SPIVA

Castner Range National Monument, located on Fort Bliss near El Paso, Texas, 

is a former Army training site. In March 2023, President Joe Biden signed a 

proclamation that established Castner Range as a national monument.
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A Gold Star Families Memorial Monument is shown on April 22, 2022, 

in Moundsville, W. Va. The monument is located along the Ohio River 

in northern Appalachia and is one of more than 130 Gold Star family 

monuments developed by the Woody Williams Foundation. 

communities through Gold Star 

family outreach events in each 

monument’s location.

• Educate the public about Gold 

Star families who endure the sac-

rifices made by their loved ones.

As of March 8, 133 monuments 

have been established and 53 more 

are in progress. The Gold Star monu-

ments are located in all 50 states and on 

Guam. Gold Star Families Memorial 

Monument locations are available at 

https://www.woodywilliams.org.

2ND INFANTRY DIVISION 

MEMORIAL

On Oct. 26, the 106th birthday of the 

Army’s 2nd Infantry Division, the 2ID 

Memorials Foundation announced that 

the 2nd Infantry Division Memorial, located in Washington 

D.C., is undergoing modifications.

Originally, the 2nd Infantry Division Memorial was estab-

lished in 1939. It was built and dedicated “to our dead,” 

referring to 2nd Infantry Division troops who were killed in 

World War I. 

The 2nd Infantry Division Memorial was last modified 

in 1962. The alteration was made to include division troops 

who were killed in World War II and the Korean War. The 

latest update will honor those who lost their lives to conflicts 

in Korea’s demilitarized zone. 

The 2ID Memorials Foundation noted that the modifica-

tions will cost $2.7 million and will be finished in fall 2025. 

The project is privately funded.

Learn more about the 2ID Memorials Foundation at 

https://www.2idmemorialsfoundation.org.

USS HALYBURTON MUSEUM

The Oliver Hazard Perry Shipyard, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization, is working with the Navy to bring a decommis-

sioned Oliver Hazard class guided-missile frigate, the USS 

Halyburton (FFG-40), to its proposed home in Erie, Pa.

The Oliver Hazard Perry Shipyard plans to display the 

Halyburton as a museum ship that will be open to the public. 

The organization aims to honor veterans and share the story 

of Oliver Hazard Perry, a Naval officer who is best known 

for his and his sailors’ victory over the British Royal Navy 

during the Battle of Lake Erie in 1813.

“Ships are more than objects to those who serve on them,” 

said organizers of the Oliver Hazard 

Perry Shipyard. “They have a heart 

and soul. Visitors — students, families 

and veterans alike — will feel what life 

was like on board as they tour the ves-

sel, participate in overnight visits sleep-

ing like sailors, and hearing personal 

stories from those who served on the 

Halyburton.”

To learn more about the Oliver 

Hazard Perry Shipyard, visit https://

perryshipyard.org.

The 2nd Infantry Division Memorial in 

Washington, D.C., is shown. The memorial 

is undergoing a modification to honor U.S. 

troops from the division who lost their lives in 

Korea’s demilitarized zone. The project costs 

$2.7 million and will be finished by fall 2025. 
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CASTNER RANGE NATIONAL MONUMENT

In March 2023, President Joe Biden signed a proclamation 

that established the Castner Range National Monument, 

located on Fort Bliss near El Paso, Texas.

The more than 6,600-acre plot of land is a former train-

ing and testing site for the Army from World War II to the 

Vietnam War. Training at the site ended and the Castner 

Range was closed in 1966. Castner Range was home to myr-

iad indigenous people, including Apache and Pueblo peo-

ples, as well as the Comanche Nation, the Hopi Tribe and 

the Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma. 

“The Castner Range area contains more than 40 known 

archaeological sites, including living structures, hearths, 

remnants of pottery and other tools, as well as a myriad of 

petroglyphs and images on the rock faces that make up the 

canyons and mountains of Castner Range,” according to a 

White House press release.

As of VFW magazine’s print deadline, Castner Range 

is closed to the public. To learn 

more about Castner Range National 

Monument, visit https://www.castner-

range.org.

MILITARY WORKING DOGS 

TEAM NATIONAL MONUMENT

A ceremony to commemorate the 10th 

anniversary of the establishment of the 

Military Working Dogs Team National 

Monument took place on Oct. 27 at Joint 

Base San Antonio-Lackland in Texas.

The event highlighted the contributions of past and current 

military working dog teams. Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland 

is the world’s largest training center for military dogs and 

handlers, according to a press release from the Air Force Air 

Education and Training Command.

The monument features a 9-foot-tall bronze dog handler, 

four bronze statues depicting military working dogs and a 

“Not Forgotten Fountain.”               J

EMAIL dspiva@vfw.org

The USS Halyburton (FFG-40) transits the Gulf of Aden in January 

2013. The Oliver Hazard Shipyard organization is working with the Navy 

to transfer the decommissioned guided-missile frigate to Erie, Pa. The 

organization plans to install a new museum ship. 
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A multiservice color guard posts colors during 

the Military Working Dog Teams Monument’s 

10th Anniversary commemoration ceremony 

on Oct. 27, 2023, at Joint Base San Antonio-

Lackland in Texas.
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VA HAS 10 MILLION NAMES IN ONLINE 

LEGACY MEMORIAL DATABASE

VA announced in November that nearly 10 million vet-

erans have been added to the department’s electronic 

Veterans Legacy Memorial.

The Veterans Legacy Memorial began in 2019 and 

started as an online memorial for those interred in VA 

national cemeteries. The online database now features 

about 5 million additional profiles of veterans who were 

interred at non-VA cemeteries.

According to VA, the Veterans Legacy Memorial now 

honors the memory of veterans interred in:

• VA national cemeteries

• VA-grant-funded cemeteries

• 27 Department of Defense-managed cemeteries

• Two National Park Service national cemeteries

• Thousands of private and other non-VA cemeteries

“The Veterans Legacy Memorial gives all of us a way to 

pay tribute to our nation’s veterans and service mem-

bers, long after they’re gone,” VA Under Secretary for 

Memorial Affairs Matt Quinn said. “We encourage all 

Americans to visit VA.gov/Remember and help commem-

orate these heroes who honorably served our nation.” 
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Four new and ongoing local  

memorials were unveiled in 

2023 to recognize veterans  

and their families around  

their communities.

BY ISMAEL RODRIGUEZ JR.

VFW POSTS HONOR 

HOMETOWN HEROES

F
or nearly 125 years since its 

inception, one of VFW’s priori-

ties has always been the remem-

brance of veterans who died fighting 

for their country.

As the oldest combat veterans orga-

nization in the nation, VFW’s efforts to 

commemorate the sacrifices of these vet-

erans have led to war memorials sprout-

ing across the country, from small towns 

to large metropolitan cities.

Commemorated through an array of 

permanent markers that include mono-

liths, cemeteries, streets and memori-

al parks bearing their names, honoring 
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Past VFW Post 3482 Commander Greg 

Schlieve, who spearheaded the project for 

the Jerry Taylor Veterans Plaza and has 

overseen the development since the first 

walls were installed in 2014, stands along 

one of its 22 current granite walls on Aug. 3, 

2023, in Sunnyside, Wash.

veterans has always been a tenet of 

VFW’s existence.

Here are a few examples of memorials 

created in 2023 through the help of local 

VFW Posts, whose memorials honor 

those who fought to protect and preserve 

the existence of the nation’s values. 

‘I HOPE WE CAN SERVE AS  

AN EXAMPLE’

What began as an idea in June 2022 

culminated in the first Vietnam War 

Veterans Monument in Oakland, Ill.

Donated by VFW Post 3637 mem-

bers to honor all local Vietnam War vet-

erans, the large granite monument was 

unveiled at Oakland’s town square on 

May 27 to a large crowd that attracted 

local and state dignitaries to the town of 

900 residents. 

Engraved on it are the names of 147 

Vietnam War veterans, which include 

three local women and Pfc. Donnie Joe 

Clough, who was killed in action on 

Sept. 9, 1969. A rifleman with F Co., 

2nd Bn., 5th Marine Regt., 1st Marine 

The City of Murrieta, Calif., dedicated the latest 

installment to its growing Veterans Memorial at 

Town Square Park following its annual Veterans 

Day Parade on Nov 11, 2023. It added a Vietnam 

War monument to its already standing World War 

II and Korean War monuments.
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Div., Clough is also the namesake of 

Memorial Highway 133, which runs 52 

miles from east to west in Illinois. 

“I hope we can serve as an exam-

ple for other small towns to honor their 

veterans,” Post 3637 Service Officer 

Jim Taber said. “As we all know, the 

Vietnam veterans did not come home 

to flag-waving parades, etc. This is our 

way of honoring them forever.” 

JERRY TAYLOR VETERANS PLAZA

The Jerry Taylor Veterans Plaza in 

Sunnyside, Wash., has blossomed into 

one of the largest memorials for veter-

ans in the Northwest since its first two 

walls were installed in 2014. 

Spearheaded by past VFW Post 

3482 Commander Greg Schlieve, the 

Jerry Taylor Veterans Plaza is now 

halfway complete, with 22 of its pro-

jected 42 granite walls installed, each 

engraved with plaques of veterans from 

the northwest part of the country.

“It is very important to us that indi-

vidual soldiers be recognized for their 

service to our country,” said Schlieve, 

a Vietnam War veteran who deployed 

in 1969 with C Co., 5th Bn., 7th Cav., 

1st Cav. Div. 

Schlieve, who overlooks the proj-

ect, added that the goal is to install two 

walls every year to honor more and 

more veterans. Each year, he collects 

orders from local veterans and families 

who want to order plaques for them-

selves or their loved ones. 

Each year, the new walls are unveiled 

in a special ceremony that Schlieve, 

along with Post 3482 and his Legion 

Post 73, coordinate and run along-

side the town of Sunnyside for those in 

attendance.

“Our Post’s Honor Guard is there, 

and we ring the bell as names are read 

off at the end of the ceremony, along 

with the wife of one of our mem-

bers’ wives who played “Taps” for us,” 

Schlieve said. “It is a special ceremony.”

VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL WALL

During its Veterans Day parade last 

November, the city of Murrieta, Calif., 

unveiled the latest installment to its 

growing Veterans Memorial at Town 

Square Park. 

“It joins our World War II and Korean 

War monuments, which are all done in 

black granite with photographic imagery 

specifically chosen by teams of veterans 

who served in each of these wars,” said 

Bob DeCubellis, a member of VFW Post 

4089 in nearby Temecula, Calif. 

THE GOLD STAR FAMILY 

MEMORIAL MONUMENT

Many local and Georgia Gold Star 

families served as honorary guests at 

the Veterans Park in Bremen, Ga., for 

the unveiling of the Gold Star Family 

Memorial Monument.

In conjunction with Vietnam War 

Veterans Day on March 29, 2023, the 

unveiling ceremony welcomed VFW 

Post 7402 members from Bremen and 

other state and local dignitaries for the 

unveiling of the first monument of its 

kind in the state. 

“This was a Woody Williams 

Foundation Gold Star Family Monument, 

which our Post helped fund,” said 

Kenneth Koch, a VFW Post 7402 mem-

ber. “At the ceremony, retired Col. Wayne 

Waddell, a POW in North Vietnam for 

five years and eight months, was a keynote 

speaker at the ceremony.”      J

EMAIL irodriguez@vfw.org

From left: VFW Post 7402 Commander Richard Attaway; Col. Wayne Waddell, USAF retired; 

Kenneth Koch; and Gunnery Sgt. Lyndon Smith, USMC retired stand in front of the Gold Star 

Family Memorial Monument following its unveiling ceremony at Veterans Park in Bremen, Ga., 

on March 29, 2023. 

The Vietnam War Veterans Monument was 

donated by VFW Post 3637 and unveiled 

during a ceremony on May 27, 2023, at 

their town’s square in Oakland, Ill.
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VFW’s Buddy Poppy continues to serve as a reminder of those 

who have sacrificed their lives on behalf of the nation.  

BY JANIE DYHOUSE

‘We Keep  
This Sacred 

Promise Alive’ 
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T
he VFW became the first veter-

ans service organization to dis-

tribute poppies as a tribute to 

fallen World War I veterans. Since 1922, 

the VFW has conducted poppy drives, 

making the red flower of remembrance 

the official flower of the VFW. 

Just two years later, on May 20, 

1924, the VFW was granted trademark 

rights for the name Buddy Poppy under 

the classification of artificial flowers. 

To this day, no other organization, 

firm, or individual can legally use the 

name Buddy Poppy.

VFW Posts take pride in Buddy 

Poppy distribution, especially around 

the Memorial Day holiday. In commu-

nities around the world, VFW mem-

bers stand in front of businesses, on 

street corners or other high-traffic areas 

for pedestrians. Donations given in 

exchange for the Buddy Poppies fund 

Posts’ veterans relief services, and a 

portion also goes to the VFW National 

Home for Children.

“It is important for us as the VFW to 

commemorate our war dead during the 

sacred time of Memorial Day,” VFW 

Programs Director Lynn Rolf said. 

“We live by the old saying ‘Honoring 

the Dead by Helping the Living’ and by 

distributing the Buddy Poppy, we keep 

this sacred promise alive and well.”

VFW updated its Buddy Poppy dis-

tribution last year with the release of 

a new poppy tin tab. The VFW Store 

sells both versions for distribution by 

VFW Posts. Visit https://www.vfwstore.

org for more information and to place 

an order.

VFW magazine would love to see 

photos of your Buddy Poppy events. 

Please email photos with identifying 

information to magazine@vfw.org.    J

EMAIL jdyhouse@vfw.org

VFW Post 2210 Commander Dennis M. Grass 

and VFW Post 2210 Auxiliary Americanism 

Chairman Sharon Giesler donate VFW Buddy 

Poppies last fall to Ste. Genevieve Elementary 

and Bloomsdale Elementary schools in Ste. 

Genevieve, Mo. The Buddy Poppies were 

presented to the students during their Poppy 

Day at school. 

BUDDY POPPY 

PROCLAMATION IS 

AVAILABLE ONLINE

To enhance VFW Buddy Poppy cam-

paigns, VFW has a proclamation 

available. It urges citizens to show 

their full support for the VFW Buddy 

Poppy and to wear the red flower in 

gratitude to the men and women 

who have died in uniform.

To obtain a fillable Buddy Poppy 

Proclamation to provide to your city 

government for possible use, visit 

https://vfw.org/community/com-

munity-initiatives/buddy-poppy. 

Online readers of VFW magazine 

can click here to directly access 

the proclamation. 



Tough time understanding your VA benefi ts? 
Don’t know which benefi ts you’re entitled 
to or why you got rejected?
Millions of retired and active-duty service members miss 
out on critical VA benefi ts every day because the system is 
too confusing. Those days are over with Veterans Benefi ts 
for You: Get What You Deserve.

This NEW book is your easy-to-understand, 
comprehensive, step-by-step “how to” road map. Direct from 
a VA insider, you get clear answers and expert guidance 
on getting the benefi ts you deserve — including hidden 
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  And more!

Thanks to the Veterans Benefi ts for You: Get What You 
Deserve, you’ll know exactly which VA benefi ts you’re 
eligible for, discover benefi ts you didn’t know about, and 
fi nd out how to get your benefi ts faster — without the 
confusion or rejection. Hurry! Order your FREE COPY 

today with our special off er. Supplies are limited.

Claim Your FREE OFFER — Save $25!

See website for terms, conditions, and eligibility for this off er.

Call:

Online:

(800) 897- 4552
VetBenefi ts611.com/VET2

“Veterans need 

this book!”
— Robert L. Wilkie, 

10th Secretary of Veterans Aff airs 

Get the VA Benefi ts 

You’ve Earned

ATTENTION: ALL VETERANS 

Get the VA Benefi ts Get the VA Benefi ts 

For almost three years, Paul served as the undersecretary 

for benefi ts in the Department of Veterans Affairs. As 

undersecretary, Paul led a team of 25,000 people with 

an operating budget of $4 billion, administering $120 

billion in benefi ts annually. He serves on the board of 

directors of Vets2Industry, a nonprofi t helping veterans 

pursue a career in the private sector.

For almost three years, Paul served as the undersecretary 

directors of Vets2Industry, a nonprofi t helping veterans 

pursue a career in the private sector.

This Book Is Written by Paul R. Lawrence, Former 
Undersecretary for Benefi ts U.S. Dept. of Veteran Aff airs

Sales tax included where applicable. Your trial subscriptions come with a convenient automatic renewal. At the 
end of your trial subscription, we will notify you. If you want to keep the publication(s), do nothing and we will 
renew your subscription using your credit/debit card on fi le and charge you $49.95 for one year (12 issues) 
of The Franklin Prosperity Report and $42.95 for one year (12 issues) of Health Radar. And then every year 
thereafter at the lowest renewal rates then in effect. There is no risk, you can cancel within the fi rst six months 
for a full refund of the unused portion of your subscription. 
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AUSTRALIA
MARINE CORPS

• Cpl. Spencer R. Collart, Marine Medium Tiltrotor Sqdn. 363, 

Marine Rotational Force — Darwin, Arlington, Va.

• Capt. Eleanor LeBeau, Marine Medium Tiltrotor Sqdn. 363, 

Marine Rotational Force — Darwin, Belleville, Ill.

• Maj. Tobin Lewis, Marine Medium Tiltrotor Sqdn. 363, Marine 

Rotational Force — Darwin, Jefferson, Colo.

GERMANY
AIR FORCE

• Tech. Sgt. Lionel Rhone Jr., 569th U.S. Forces Police Sqdn., 

Anderson, Ind.

• Senior Airman Christopher Rocha, 86th Security Forces,  

El Paso, Texas

ARMY

• Dexavion Sanders, 367th Maintenance Co., Mississippi Army 

National Guard, Memphis, Tenn.

• Staff Sgt. Travon Walker, 2nd Cav Regt., Richmond, Va.

JAPAN
AIR FORCE

• Capt. Terrell K. Brayman, 21st Special Operations Sqdn., 

Pittsford, N.Y.

• Staff Sgt. Jake M. Galliher, 43rd Intelligence Sqdn., Pittsfield, 

Mass.

• Maj. Jeffrey T. Hoernemann, 21st Special Operations Sqdn., 

Andover, Minn.

• Senior Airman Brian K. Johnson, 21st Special Operations Sqdn., 

Reynoldsburg, Ohio

• Tech. Sgt. Zachary E. Lavoy, 1st Special Operations Sqdn., 

Oviedo, Fla.

• Maj. Eric V. Spendlove, 1st Special Operations Sqdn.,  

St. George, Utah

• Staff Sgt. Jake M. Turnage, 21st Special Operations Sqdn., 

Kennesaw, Ga.

• Maj. Luke A. Unrath, 21st Special Operations Sqdn., 

Riverside, Calif.

NAVY

• Operations Specialist 3rd Class Romario Clennon, USS Ralph 

Johnson, Atlanta, Ga.

KUWAIT
AIR FORCE

• Maj. Stephen Khou, 32nd Weapons Sqdn., Philadelphia, Pa.

ARMY

• Spc. Jayson Reed Haven, B Co., 1st Bn., 118th Inf. Regt., 218th 

Maneuver Enhancement Bde., Aiken, S.C.

MEDITERRANEAN SEA
ARMY

• Chief Warrant Officer 2 Shane M. Barnes, 1st Bn., 160th Special 

Operations Aviation Regt. (Airborne), Sacramento, Calif.

• Chief Warrant Officer 3 Stephen Dwyer, 1st Bn., 160th Special 

Operations Aviation Regt. (Airborne), Clarksville, Tenn.

• Staff Sgt. Tanner W. Grone, 1st Bn., 160th Special Operations 

Aviation Regt. (Airborne), Gorham, N.H.

• Sgt. Andrew P. Southard, 1st Bn., 160th Special Operations 

Aviation Regt. (Airborne), Apache Junction, Ariz.

• Sgt. Cade M. Wolfe, 1st Bn., 160th Special Operations Aviation 

Regt. (Airborne), Mankato, Minn.

NORTH SEA
NAVY 

• Chief Gunner’s Mate Caprice L. Pryor, USS Rampage (DDG-61), 

Chicago, Ill.

QATAR
ARMY

• Staff Sgt. Felix Berrios, 25th Signal Bn., 160th Signal Bde., Army 

Network Enterprise Technology Command, Houston, Texas

REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
MARINE CORPS

• Lance Cpl. Nicholas Maurice Dural, U.S. Embassy in Brazzaville, 

Lafayette, La.

THAILAND
ARMY

• Maj. Andrew Cotter, 17th Field Arty Bde., I Corps, DuPont, Wash.

Editor’s note: If there are other troops missing from this memori-

al listing, send their name, unit information, hometown and cause of 

death to magazine@vfw.org.

VFW magazine presents this memorial listing in tribute to 27 U.S. troops who died 

overseas in 2023. All of the following fatalities happened in non-hostile incidents.

A FINAL SALUTE



DESIGNED FOR HOME 
OR ON-THE-GO
Inogen® Portable Oxygen Concentrators

With its reliable, pulse-dose based Intelligent Delivery 
Technology®, Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators are 
powered to provide medical grade oxygen delivery all 
day, every day.

or visit Inogen.com.
800-605-3218

Call us toll-free at

114-day risk-free trial- Return within 14 days of purchase for a full refund of purchase price

PM230518 EN_EX_USA
Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden 
without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective 
owners or holders.

USES: The Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrator provides a high concentration of supplemental oxygen to patients requiring respiratory therapy on a prescriptive basis. It may be used in home, 
institution, vehicle, and various mobile environments. DO NOT USE IF: This device is not intended to be used in any way other than described in the indications for use. Do not use in parallel or series 
with other oxygen concentrators or oxygen therapy devices. This device is to be used as an oxygen supplement and is not intended to be life sustaining or life supporting. ONLY use this product 
if the patient is capable of spontaneous breath, able to inhale and exhale without the use of a machine. The conserving, or pulse dose, oxygen delivery technique used by this device is contraindicated 
in persons whose breathing during normal resting would be unable to trigger the device. Proper device triggering, setup and operation must be confirmed by an experienced clinician or other 
respiratory professional. Not for pediatric use. Not for use by tracheotomized patients. WARNINGS: The device produces enriched oxygen gas, which accelerates combustion. Do not allow smoking 
or open flames within 2m (6.56ft) of this device while in use. If you feel ill or uncomfortable, or if the concentrator does not signal an oxygen pulse and you are unable to hear and/or feel the oxygen 
pulse, consult your equipment provider and/or your physician immediately. If you are unable to communicate discomfort, you may require additional monitoring and or a distributed alarm system 
to convey the information about the discomfort and or the medical urgency to your responsible caregiver to avoid harm. Use only spare parts recommended by the manufacturer to ensure proper 
function and to avoid the risk of fire and burns. To avoid danger of choking or strangulation hazard, keep cords away from children and pets. TALK TO YOUR HEALTH CARE PROVIDER: The oxygen flow 
setting must be determined and recorded for each patient individually by the prescriber, including the configuration of the device, its parts, and the accessories. It is the responsibility of the patient 
to periodically reassess the setting(s) of the therapy for effectiveness. The proper placement and positioning of the prongs of the nasal cannula in the nose is critical for oxygen to be delivered.

114-day risk-free trial- Return within 14 days of purchase for a full refund of purchase price
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T
he VA last year announced new 

burial allowance rates for vet-

erans who have died in nonser-

vice-related incidents since October.

VA announced several updates to 

burial benefits aimed at providing sup-

port to veterans and their families. 

These updates, according to VA, reflect 

the department’s commitment to hon-

oring U.S. veterans around the world.

TRANSPORTATION EXPENSES

In the past, VA covered costs for trans-

porting remains to eligible national ceme-

teries. Now, this benefit has been extended 

to include transportation expenses to state 

and tribal veteran cemeteries.

“[For service-related deaths], VA 

will pay up to $2,000 toward burial 

expenses for deaths on or after Sept. 

11, 2001, or up to $1,500 for deaths 

prior to Sept. 11, 2001,” according to 

VA. “If the veteran is buried in a VA 

national cemetery, some or all of the 

cost of transporting the deceased may 

be reimbursed.”

For nonservice-related deaths, VA 

will pay a $948 burial allowance and 

$948 for a plot if the veteran died on or 

after Oct. 1, 2023. If the veteran died 

between Jan. 5, 2023, and Oct. 1, 2023, 

VA would pay an $893 burial allowance 

and $893 for a plot. Learn more about 

allowance rates at https://www.va.gov/

burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance.

PLAN ‘END-OF-LIFE 

BENEFITS’ NOW 

VA Under Secretary for Benefits Joshua 

Jacobs noted in a VA press release that 

in fiscal year 2022, VA delivered more 

than 84,000 burial benefits to families.

“Expanding burial benefits means 

we are able to ensure veterans are hon-

ored in their final resting place and 

assist their family, caregivers and sur-

vivors during the difficult time of their 

loved one’s passing,” Jacobs said.

VA’s national cemeteries provide 

benefits for traditional casket or crema-

tion burials. For eligible veterans and 

family members, VA national cemetery 

burial benefits include:

• Opening and closing of the 

gravesite

• Inscribed headstones or markers

• Burial flag

• Award of the President ial 

Memorial Certificate

• Perpetual care of the gravesite

For those being placed in private 

cemeteries, benefits only include:

• Headstones, markers or medal-

lions for the gravesite

• Burial flag

• P r e s i d e n t i a l  M e m o r i a l 

Certificate

VA also may provide burial allow-

ances to assist with a family member’s 

burial and funeral costs for those eligi-

ble. VA encourages veterans to consid-

er their “end-of-life benefits” provided 

by the department. To learn more, visit 

https://www.va.gov/plan-ahead. More 

information about VA burial bene-

fits can be found at https://www.va.gov/ 

burials-memorials.      J

EMAIL dspiva@vfw.org
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VA Expands Burial 
Benefits for Veterans

VA in October raised the burial and plot allowances for 

veterans who died in nonservice-related incidents.  

The department also asks veterans and families  

to plan ahead for VA’s “end-of-life benefits.” 

BY DAVE SPIVA

Gravestones are shown on Aug. 30, 2023, at the 

Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood, Ill. VA 

reported that the department delivered more than 

84,000 burial benefits during the 2022 fiscal year. 



State Residents hit Jackpot with ‘Old Vegas’ Casino Rolls
Next 21 days only: Casino Rolls loaded with old rarely seen American 
Eagle Ike Large Dollar Coins just like the old Casino Slots paid out

American Eagle Casino Roll Handout: All those who beat the deadline get a free U.S. 

Government Issued Lady Liberty Presidential Dollar Coin never to be minted again

“It’s like hitting the jackpot on an old 
Vegas Slot Machine decades ago” said 
Mary Ellen Withrow, retired 40th Trea-
surer of the United States of America and 
Executive Advisor to Lincoln Treasury.

That’s because for the next 21 days 
readers can get these rarely seen ‘Old 
Vegas’ Casino Rolls.

These full 15 count ‘Old Vegas’ Casino 
Rolls are filled with historic American 
Eagle Ike Large Dollar coins like the 
ones from 1976 and earlier that were 
used decades ago in slot machines in 
the world famous Casinos.

It’s amazing that these Old Vegas Casino 
Rolls are up for grabs. Just holding one in 
your hand reminds you of walking down 
the Vegas Strip in the glory days of Elvis, 
Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis 
Jr., Peter Lawford and Joey Bishop. It just 
makes you feel good.

Today’s callers need to remember these 
are not ordinary rolls of coins you get at 
a bank or credit union. These ‘Old Vegas’ 
Casino Rolls contain old American Eagle 
Ike Large Dollar coins commemorating the 
Rat Pack days of the early 1970’s when Las 
Vegas Casinos were all the rage. These rolls 
are now being released from the private 
vaults of Lincoln Treasury, each with 15 
U.S. Gov’t issued American Eagle Ike Large 
Dollar Coins dating back to 1976 and earlier. 

We won’t be surprised if thousands 
of people claim the six roll limit before 
they’re gone. That’s because after the rolls 
were sealed with these U.S. Gov’t minted 
American Eagle Ike Large Dollar Coins, 
each verified to meet a minimum collector 
grade quality of very good or above, the 
dates and mint marks are unsearched to 
determine collector values and the rolls are 
now securely sealed. That means there’s 
no telling what’s in each roll. 

All readers who beat the deadline get 
the Free Lady Liberty U.S. Government 
issued presidential dollar coin never to be 
minted again with every ‘Old Vegas’ Casi-
no Roll. Call the Hotline at 1-888-498-6621 
and give the PROMO CODE IKE142 
before the deadline ends or follow the 
instructions to get them by mail, or go 
to LincolnTreasury.com/casino. 

The Call-In Hotlines open at 8:30am (EST) 
this morning. Callers who beat the release 
deadline are guaranteed to get them for 
less than $7 per coin that’s only $98 for 
the full 15 count ‘Old Vegas’ Casino Rolls 
loaded with decades old American Eagle Ike 
Large Dollar Coins. Everyone who beats the 
deadline gets a free U.S. Government issued 
Lady Liberty Presidential Dollar Coin never 
to be minted again with each Casino Roll 
they claim. Important: if any remain after 
the 21-day deadline the price skyrockets to 
$255 per roll.

LAST CHANCE: You’ve heard 
the old saying, “When they’re 
gone, they’re gone”. That’s why 
today’s Public Release may be the 
best chance the public gets to own 
these ‘Old Vegas’ Casino Rolls. And 
here’s the best part. The price is right, 
in fact it’s a steal for callers lucky enough 
to beat the 21-day deadline and get the ‘Old 
Vegas’ Casino Rolls for less than $7 per coin.

JACKPOT: It’s like 
hitting 777 on an 

old Vegas “one 
armed bandit”. 

That’s because the 
dates and mint marks of 

the 15 American Eagle Ike Large Dollar 
Coins from decades ago are now sealed away in 

each roll exclusively by Lincoln Treasury so you 
never know what you might find. 

By Phone: For fastest service to beat 
the deadline, have your credit card handy 
and telephone toll-free 1-888-498-6621, 
PROMO CODE IKE142
By Mail: Simply write “Casino Rolls” on 
a piece of paper, print your name and full 
address and mail postmarked Monday or 
earlier with your remittance of $98 for a 
single roll or $294 for all three rolls and send 
it with your check or money order to: Lincoln 
Treasury, PROMO CODE IKE142, PO Box 
9971, Canton, Ohio 44711

Online: LincolnTreasury.com/casino

How to get the ‘Old Vegas’ Casino Rolls:

P7424 OF23346R-1
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VFW GEARS UP TO MEET IN

This year marks the fourth time in VFW’s history that 

members will convene in the city of Louisville, Ky., to 

conduct the important business of the organization.

BY JANIE DYHOUSE

‘DERBY CITY’

REGISTER NOW FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION IN LOUISVILLE

As a reminder, Sect. 222 of VFW’s Manual of 

Procedure states that each Post will pay, in ad-

vance, a national convention registration fee 

of $25. This entitles the Post to a convention 

packet, materials and one registered delegate 

for the VFW National Convention. 

Each additional delegate will pay a $10 fee if 

the Post has paid the mandated $25 advance 

registration fee. All advance registrations 

should be mailed to:

VFW National Headquarters

406 W. 34th Street

Kansas City, MO 64111

Attn: Convention Registration

You also can register online by logging into the 

Online Membership System.

Please note that housing for the convention 

opened March 18. Housing reservation infor-

mation is located on the convention website 

accessed through the main VFW website at 

https://www.vfw.org/convention. 
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T
he 125th VFW National Convention 

will take place from July 27-Aug. 1 at 

the Kentucky International Convention 

Center in downtown Louisville. 

Convention housing opened on March 18, giv-

ing attendees an extra month to register. Please 

note that shuttle service will not be available this 

year during the convention. 

While the convention’s main purpose is to allow 

VFW delegates to vote on resolutions, attend work-

shops and hear from prominent speakers, it also offers 

a time for camaraderie. Below is just a small sampling 

of all that the city of Louisville has to offer for those 

attending this year’s convention.

Be sure to check out https://www.vfw.org/media-

and-events/125th-vfw-national-convention for the lat-

est on convention news.

Fourth Street Live!

411 S. 4th Street

Louisville, KY 40202

https://www.4thstlive.com

This entertainment and retail district near the 

convention center offers something for every-

one. Laugh Louisville is a comedy club sure to 

entertain. Howl at the Moon is a dueling piano 

bar offering fun times. Restaurants such as Guy 

Fieri’s Smokehouse and Brazeiro’s will delight the 

tastebuds after a full day of meetings.

Kentucky Derby Museum

704 Central Avenue

Louisville, KY 40208

https://www.derbymuseum.org

Phone: (502) 637-1111

General admission includes a 30-minute walk-

ing tour of Churchill Downs racetrack and access 

to two floors of museum exhibits, where you can 

see Derby fashions over the years, watch every 

Derby race dating back to 1918, learn the histo-

ry of African Americans in horse racing and see 

a replica of Churchill Downs’ famous Winner’s 

Circle. Also included is an 18-minute film about 

the Kentucky Derby, which provides a look at 

what it is like to be at the Derby on the venue’s 

most important race day. Be sure to check out the 

gift shop and the Derby Café.
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Louisville Slugger Museum and 

Factory Store

800 West Main Street

Louisville, KY 40202

https://www.sluggermuseum.com

Phone: 1-877-775-8443

From items used by Babe Ruth to life-

like sculptures of some of the best to ever 

play, there is no shortage of history to 

witness in the museum gallery. Hank 

Aaron’s bat used to hit his 700th home 

run in 1973 is on display. The museum’s 

“Hold a Piece of History” exhibit fea-

tures at least one bat from every major 

league baseball team. “Where Wood 

Meets Wonder” provides an opportu-

nity to see how baseball’s most iconic 

baseball bats are made.

Muhammad Ali Center

144 N. Sixth Street

Louisville, KY 40202

https://alicenter.org

The six-story multicultural center 

and museum celebrates the life and leg-

acy of heavyweight boxing champion 

Muhammad Ali. Through the museum’s 

exhibits, follow Ali’s journey from his 

Louisville childhood through the three 

world heavyweight titles and human-

itarian efforts that made him a glob-

al icon. Take the opportunity to punch 

and jab in a re-creation of the Deer 

Lake training camp where Ali reshaped 

his technique to regain his title.

2ND ANNUAL CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT SET 

FOR LOUISVILLE

Presented by the veteran-owned KC Crew, the largest adult sports league in 

Kansas City, Mo., the 2nd Annual VFW National Convention Cornhole Series 

will take place on Sunday, July 28, and Monday, July 29. All proceeds from 

the competition go to VFW PACT Act benefit assistance. 

For more information and to sign up for this event, which was an instant 

hit last year in Phoenix, visit https://kccrew.com/leagues/vfwcornhole-

tournament.



U.S. ARMYU.S. ARMY®®

U.S. ARMY®

U.S. NAVYU.S. NAVY®®

U.S. NAVY®

USMCUSMC

USMC

Each Has Motto Etched 

On The Back

USMC Shown

These remarkable pendants are sure to resonate with any supporter of the 
military. Forged from solid stainless steel, each iconic showpiece showcases 
a masterfully sculpted emblem with incredible detail and brilliant 24K gold 
ion-plated accents. The bail’s sleek sculpted stars and stylish etched line 
pattern add to the patriotic design. Two stars etched on the reverse side of 
the pendant with the motto of the military branch displayed proudly between 
completes this captivating design. Each pendant comes with a matching 24" 
chain and arrives in a deluxe wooden keepsake valet case adorned with a 
plaque featuring the chosen military branch along with a sentiment card and 
a Certifi cate of Authenticity.

With its exclusive design and exceptional craftsmanship, these pendants 
are a remarkable value at just $99.99* each. And you can pay for it in 3 
convenient monthly installments of $33.33 each. To reserve a pendant in 
your name, backed by our full money-back, 120-day guarantee, send no 
money now; just sign and mail in your Priority Reservation. This is a limited-
time offer, so don’t delay and order today!

Offi cial Licensed Product of the U.S. Army  By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army 
for use of its trademarks provide support to the Army Trademark Licensing Program, and net 
licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare, and Recreation programs. U.S. Army 
name, trademarks and logos are protected under federal law and used under license by The 
Bradford Exchange.  ®Offi cially Licensed Product of the Department of the Navy.  ®Offi cially 
Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps.

A REMARKABLE VALUE NOT IN STORES

IN HONOR OF THOSE 
WHO SERVE

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                               State              Zip

Email

PRIORITY RESERVATION                    SEND NO MONEY NOW

The Bradford Exchange
9345 Milwaukee Avenue · Niles, IL 60714-1393

E92801

Where Passion Becomes Art

Please reserve the Military Strong Pendant
for me as described in the announcement in 
the choice(s) indicated below.

*Plus a total of $10.98 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of 
your jewelry after we receive your initial deposit. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

❑ U.S. MARINE CORPS 01-31561-001

❑ U.S. ARMY® 
01-40782-001

❑ U.S. NAVY® 
01-40783-001

YES.

Each pendant arrives in a deluxe 
wooden keepsake valet case along 

with a sentiment card and a 
Certifi cate of Authenticity.

Order Today at bradfordexchange.com/31561

★

SOLID 

STAINLESS 

STEEL

24K GOLD 

ION-PLATED 

ACCENTS

DELUXE 

WOODEN 

KEEPSAKE 

VALET BOX

★

Military StrongMilitary Strong

Pendants
★

LIMITED-TIME OFFER

Reservations will be accepted on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.
Respond as soon as possible to reserve your pendant(s).

Connect with Us!

SCAN HERE 

TO SHOP

©2024 The Bradford Exchange    01-31561-001-ZIMPOQR

E92801
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DID YOU KNOW?

Check out these fun facts about Louisville, Ky.

• Founded in 1778 by George Rogers Clark, Louisville is named for King 

Louis XVI of France in appreciation for his assistance during the  

Revolutionary War. 

• By 1830, Louisville had secured its place as the largest city in Kentucky. 

• In the reform-minded progressive era of the 1880s the city was the first in 

the nation to introduce the secret ballot, significantly reducing voter fraud. 

• Camp Zachary Taylor opened in 1917 in Louisville to train soldiers for 

World War I but closed three years later. It was named for Louisville resi-

dent and U.S. President Zachary Taylor. Its name (and some of its build-

ings) live on as the Camp Taylor neighborhood of Louisville. Army 2nd Lt. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald, stationed at Camp Zachary Taylor during World War I, 

was a frequent visitor to the bar at the Seelbach Hotel, immortalized in 

Fitzgerald’s novel “The Great Gatsby.” 

• Known as the “City of Parks,” Louisville’s park system is the last de-

signed by Frederick Law Olmsted, the “Father of American Landscape 

Architecture.” It is one of only five such systems across the country. 

Known nationally as the defining park system of Olmsted’s career, it 

stands today as one of his best-preserved works.

Belle of Louisville Steamboats

401 W. River Rd.

Louisville, KY 40202

https://www.belleoflouisville.org

Phone: (502) 574-2992

Take a step back in time aboard the 

Belle of Louisville, the last remaining 

authentic Mississippi River-style steam-

boat left in the world. Or see the “River 

City” onboard the Belle’s sister vessel, 

the Mary M. Miller. Either way, experi-

ence Louisville and the Ohio River in 

a scenic way. 

Cherokee Park

45 Cochran Hill Road

Louisville, KY 40206

Phone: (502) 574-7275

Acquired in 1891, Cherokee Park is 

nearly 390 acres of beauty. Open from 

6 a.m. to 11 p.m., the park features a 

2.3-mile Scenic Loop, with separate 

lanes for vehicle traffic (one-way) and 

recreational users. The park provides 

a pastoral setting amid rolling hills, 

open meadows and woodlands of the 

Beargrass Creek valley. For vehicles on 

the Scenic Loop (or recreational users 

moving in the direction of vehicle traf-

fic), the secret to navigating the park is 

to keep turning left to stay in the park or 

keep turning right to leave the park.   J

EMAIL jdyhouse@vfw.org



         Medicare Advantage Plans

OVER 

1.5 MILLION 

SOLD

Hearing Aid

RECHARGEABLE
In-Your-Ear

MDHearing is  
Now Available Through Top

Use Code PX46 and 
get FREE ShippingDOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

™ Carrying cases 
are also 

the chargers

For the Lowest Price Call

1-800-270-5794
www.JoeLovesMD.com

Both products are proudly designed in America and supported by US audiologists

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!
If you are not completely satisfi ed with your 

hearing aids, return them within 45 days 
for a FULL REFUND!

                                                 be every bit as good 
as those that sell for $4,800 or more?

The answer: Although tremendous strides have been made in Hearing Aid Technology, those 

cost reductions have not been passed on to you. Until now... MDHearing™ uses the same kind of 

technology incorporated into hearing aids that cost thousands more at a small fraction of the price.

Reviews

Over 7, 000
5-STAR

Choose From Our Smallest NEO XS or the Best-Selling NEO 
Both are medical-grade, rechargeable hearing aids offering sophistication and high performance.

NEO XS™ NEO  ™

Sits discreetly inside your ear canal without anyone knowing

Our smallest 
hearing aid ever!

NEW!

orAt 50% smaller than our 
previous model, the NEO XS 
measures only 15mm long 
and is virtually invisible. 
And, at only $397 for a 
pair, you won’t fi nd a better 
hearing aid.

Actual size
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Magdalena Leones

‘With Honor and 
Distinction’

VFW recognizes some of the most influential veterans of Asian-American and 

Pacific Islander descent during Asian-American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month.

BY ISMAEL RODRIGUEZ JR.

W
ith May serving as custodian to national hol-

idays such as Memorial Day, the spring month 

also dons the title of Asian-American and Pacific 

Islander Heritage Month.

Established as an annual observance in 1992, Asian-

American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month encompass-

es more than 50 ethnic or linguistic groups living in the U.S. 

and its territories. 

For VFW Commander-in-Chief Duane Sarmiento, a 

Filipino-American himself, the month is a special one as 

it honors the lasting imprint Asian-Americans and Pacific 

Islanders have left throughout U.S. military history.

“From their service with John Paul Jones in the 

Revolutionary War and Andrew Jackson at the Battle of New 

Orleans to Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 

Freedom, Asian-Americans have served our country with 

honor and distinction,” Sarmiento said. 

Beginning with Army Pvt. Jose Nisperos receiving the 

Medal of Honor for his actions on Sept. 24, 1911, Asian-

Americans and Pacific Islanders have received the military’s 

highest honor for valor 31 times in America’s ensuing wars 

and conflicts.

Among them is MOH recipient Cpl. Terry Teruo 

Kawamura, a Hawaii native who served with the Army’s 

173rd Engineer Co., 173rd Airborne Bde., during the 

Vietnam War. 

Kawamura’s self less heroics came while stationed at 

Camp Radcliff in central Vietnam on March 20, 1969, when 

an enemy demolition team infiltrated the unit quarters area 

and opened fire with automatic weapons. 

Disregarding the intense f ire, Kawamura ran for his 

weapon when a violent explosion tore a hole in the roof and 
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stunned the occupants of the room. He shook off the explo-

sion and grabbed his weapon to return the enemy fire, but 

realized another explosive charge had fallen through the 

hole in the ceiling and fallen on the floor.

Although in a position to escape, Kawamura threw him-

self on the charge and gave his life to prevent serious injury 

or death to several other members of his unit who were still 

recovering from the first explosion.

Other military awards of high distinction also have been 

awarded to Asian-Americans and Pacif ic Islanders for 

their bravery throughout time. This includes Army Cpl.

Magdalena Leones, a Filipino who received the Silver Star 

for her actions in the Philippines during World War II.

As a special agent operative for the U.S. Army, Leones 

was awarded the Silver Star for repeatedly risking her life to 

carry important intelligence data, vital radio parts and med-

ical supplies through heavily garrisoned enemy-held territo-

ry from February to September 1944. 

Despite the likelihood of being detained and tortured or 

executed by the Japanese, Leones continued her perilous 

missions between guerrilla forces throughout the Philippine 

island of Luzon with notable success. Through her intrepidi-

ty and skill as a special agent, Leones is credited with having 

contributed to the early liberation of the Philippine Islands.

Like Leones and Kawamura, the heroic and valiant acts 

of all veterans of Asian-American and Pacific Islander heri-

tage are part of the fabric of freedom the U.S. shares today. 

The VFW salutes and honors all Asian-American and Pacific 

Islander service members, veterans and their families for their 

indelible contributions to our country.       J

EMAIL irodriguez@vfw.org

ASIAN AMERICAN AND PACIFIC  

ISLANDER MILITARY UNITS THAT  

FOUGHT IN WORLD WAR II

Some notable AANHPI military units are: 

• 442nd Infantry Regimental Combat Team

• 100th Infantry Battalion

• 407th Air Service Squadron

• 987th Signal Company

• 14th Air Service Group

• Philippine Scouts 

• 1st Filipino Battalion 

• United States Army Forces in the Far East  

(USAFFE)
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
VFW magazine’s series about VFW’s past Commanders-in-Chief continues in this issue. Each month, 

we feature two past chiefs and look at their time since they held the organization’s highest office.

JOHN SMART, 1999-2000

VFW POST 1503, DALE CITY, VA.

Following his year as VFW Commander-in-Chief, John 

Smart received a presidential appointment to work for the VA 

in Washington, D.C., for four years. He followed that with 

eight years working for the Marine Corps Wounded Warrior 

Regiment in Quantico, Va. 

Smart and his wife, Mary, live in Clayton, N.C. Their chil-

dren and most of their grandchildren live in Raleigh, N.C. He 

has one granddaughter who lives with her husband in King 

George, Va.

“I still enjoy taking VFW Department assignments when 

asked,” Smart said. “It gives me the opportunity to meet old 

friends and make new ones and to promote the goals and 

objectives of our organization.”

Prior to being elected as Chief, Smart and his two eventu-

al predecessors, John Gwizdak and Jim Goldsmith, met with 

media professionals. The trio wanted to be proactive in getting 

the VFW message out. The outcome was that Departments 

were required to set up media opportunities when the lead-

ership visited.

 “This gave the chair officers the opportunity to present our 

goals three to four times a day,” Smart said.

 During Smart’s acceptance speech, he called for the res-

ignation of then-VA Secretary Togo West for failing to pro-

vide timely health care or reduce waiting times for claims.  

Another big-item issue was, according to Smart, the Clinton 

Administration’s failing to meet the needs of the military. 

“I believe this program was successful and got the attention 

of the President, Congress and the general public,” Smart said.  

“This was a time when the VFW could not be politically correct 

and had to do what was right for our veterans and military.”

BY JANIE DYHOUSE

RICHARD DENOYER, 2011-2012

VFW POST 1012, MEDFORD, MASS.

In the years following his time as VFW Commander-in-

Chief, Richard DeNoyer has been a traveler. He and his wife, 

Theresa, live in Middleton, Mass., a town they have called 

home for 19 years. The couple has made numerous trips to 

Ireland and Hawaii. Yearly, they travel to Florida and Maine.

A Marine for 22 years, DeNoyer served in Vietnam. During 

his year as Chief, he traveled to Italy, France, Germany, 

Russia and Southeast Asia, among many other locations. 

DeNoyer is enjoying his retirement years. He said a typi-

cal day for him is to go for a walk, read and maybe accom-

pany his wife on shopping trips.

“We both spend as much time as possible with our six 

grandchildren, who are now all grown and attending col-

lege,” the past Chief added.

One of the many highlights for DeNoyer during his ten-

ure at the helm was visiting troops at Kabul and Bagram Air 

Base in Afghanistan in the fall of 2011. The trip was spon-

sored by the DoD. 

While in Afghanistan, DeNoyer met with Marine Corps 

Gen. John R. Allen, who commanded all coalition forces at 

the time. He also met with Army Maj. Gen. Daniel B. Allyn, 

the 1st Cavalry Division commander, and with Special 

Forces’ commanders who were training Afghan troops. 

Another highlight for DeNoyer was traveling to Israel, 

a trip hosted by the American Israel Public Affairs 

Committee.       J

EMAIL jdyhouse@vfw.org

Past VFW Commander-in-Chief John Smart, seated at right, is 

surrounded by his family in 2023 at home in North Carolina.

Past VFW Commander-in-Chief Richard DeNoyer 

with his wife, Theresa, on June 12, 2016, in 

Massachusetts, after renewing their wedding vows 

on their 50th wedding anniversary.
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MEMBER CORNER | MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR VFW

A
s the end of  the mem-

bership year draws near, 

the VFW Membership 

Department encourages all mem-

bers to keep pushing toward the 

102 percent membership goal. 

“We are on track to meet 

Commander-in-Chief  Duane 

Sarmiento’s goal of  102 per-

cent in membership,” Assistant 

Membership Director Matt Nute 

said. “Don’t stop now but keep 

recruiting to contribute to this 

collective goal.”

According to Nute, more than 

30 Departments are projected to 

show membership growth this 

year. 

“We also are outpacing where 

we were last year at this time,” 

he added. 

Nute noted that the VFW 

Membership Department offers 

a variety of  recruiting tools and 

tips, including videos on best 

recruiting practices. Scan the 

QR code shown on this page to 

access the Membership Training 

Video Playlist.

A  v i s i t  t o  t h e  V F W 

Membership Facebook page 

offers a look at past sessions of  

Membership Monday training 

seminars, which occurs once a 

month via Zoom. Nute said the 

training sessions are available for 

all members to attend. 

“Anyone can be a recruiter,” Nute said. 

“It is all about talking to your fellow vet-

erans. Be sure to let the vet know how 

the VFW has helped you personally. The 

personal touch is the best recruiting tool 

we have.”

With the spring weather here, Nute 

said to be present at fairs and festivals, 

or other community events. As always, 

he added, keep an eye out for signs that 

someone is a veteran. Such signs are 

branches of  service hats and attire or 

stickers on cars. 

“You cannot rely on veterans coming 

to you to sign up for membership,” Nute 

said. “Let them know VFW is here for 

them and ready to welcome them." J

EMAIL jdyhouse@vfw.org

VFW’s Membership Department has a multitude of training videos accessible to all members to help meet 

this year’s membership goal.

BY JANIE DYHOUSE

‘Let Them Know VFW is Here’
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Steven Woodward, left, of Post 2224 in Pullayup, Wash., 

recruits a veteran last year during an event in Washington 

state. Woodward is one of the top three VFW recruiters 

throughout the entire organization. 

MEMBERSHIP 

MONDAY VIDEOS

Check out Membership Monday 

videos at the Facebook link below. 

Look for the “video” button and 

click on it to view a multitude 

of videos to help in recruiting. 

https://www.facebook.com/VFW-

Membership

Scan here for 

the Membership 

Training Video 

Playlist
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REUNIONS AND CLAIMS

To publicize your unit’s reunion, email maga-

zine@vfw.org. Submit at least four months in 

ad vance of reunion date. VFW members only.       

AIR FORCE
Air Force Public Affairs Assn.: John Terino 

(703) 239- 2704; terinocom@gmail.com 

ARMY
3/1 Inf. Bn., 11th Inf. Bde., 1967-68: Bill 

Hawkins; wenhus@yahoo.com    

7/17th Air Cav: Douglas Haines (412) 956-

5234; dougha@gmail.com 

12th Armd. Div., WWII: Bill Vosseler (610) 

558-2163; hellcatnews@yahoo.com 

24th Inf. RCT Assn., Buffalo Soldiers: Barbara 

Fitzgerald (410) 713-0812; barbarafitzger-

aldvfw10065@comcast.net

34th Eng. Bn., Vietnam: Pat Boldman (219) 

863-0049; pboldman711@gmail.com

37th Armor Alumni: Lawrence Andrews (915) 

588-5665; sgmdrew@gmail.com or  

www.courageconquers.com 

101st Abn. Div.: Randal Underhill (931) 431-

0199; 101exc@screamingeagle.org 

158th Avn. Bn., 5/101 Avn. Regt.: Frank C. Irons 

(906) 420-6411; fcirons52@yahoo.com  

173rd Abn. Bridge Assn.: Kimberly Hubbard 

(619) 884-9571; kimberly@sandiegocon-

cierge.com 

175th Inf.: Joseph Gutierrez (410) 913-5107; 

lightinfantry.2175@gmail.com 

178th & 132nd ASHC, Vietnam: Ron Hoggard 

(240) 678-9826; rjhoggard@verizon.net 

335th Radio Research Co., RVN: Jim 

Mossman (513) 520-3915; very_lucky@

cyberdude.com 

407th Radio Detachment, Firebase Con Thien, 

Base Camp Quang Tri: C.R. “Bob” Holmes 

(310) 545-8318; bob@crholmes.com  

577th Eng. Bn.: Tammy Beene (615) 293-

5422; tammy@knowbettertravel.com 

ASA Chitose Assn.: William Mitchell (989) 

835-7803; mitchell4142@sbcglobal.net  

Southeast Asia Army Security Agency (ASA) 

Assn.: Bill Stockdale; http://oldspooksand-

spies.org

MARINE CORPS
III MAF CAG, CAP, & CAC: Dan Roberts (479) 

276-9122; dfroberts555@gmail.com 

Golf Co., 2/7, 1965-70: Travis Skaggs (775) 

291-6813; tskaggs6@email.com  

Kilo Co., 3/7, Vietnam: Bill Gerke (631) 433-

8575; msggerke@aol.com

Lima Co., 3/1, Bravo Co., & Charlie Co., 1/11: 

Leslie Turner (631) 748-9733; lgtplace@

aol.com 

Mike Co., 3rd Bn., 7th Marines, Vietnam:  

David Ray (612) 860-8932;  

davidrayray49@gmail.com       

NAVY
USS Annapolis AGMR-1: Divo F. Martini (518) 

321-1111; bd1184@mac.com 

USS Antietam Assn.: Sandy Haskin (716) 

326-2510; dchaskin@cecomet.net or USS 

Antietam Association 

USS Bennington CV/CVA/CVS-20: Ron 

Christensen (402) 677-3413; ronc2@abb-

nebraska.com 

USS Bon Homme Richard CV/CVA-31 & LHD-

6: Roger J. Borne (225) 328-6118; honey-

boo88@cox.net  

USS Bordelon DD/DDR-881: Bob Evans (415) 

302-1912; bobinspects@sbcglobal.net 

USS Brenner DD/DDR-807: Tony Sawyer 

(916) 768-1162; tahoesawyer@aol.com 

USS Canisteo AO-99: Bob Broadhurst (240) 

898-5172; broadhurstbobb@netzero.net 

USS Cavalla SSN-684/SS-244: Jerry Lainhart 

(307) 880-8887; jdlainhart@gmail.com 

USS Cogswell DD-651: George Overman (760) 

889-2216; secretary@usscogswell.com 

USS Decatur DDG-31, 936, & 73: Tony West; 

tony0705@aol.com 

USS Duluth Crewmembers Assn.: John Adams 

(610) 213-6379; john.adams@ussduluth.org 

USS Essex CV/CVA/CVS-9/LHD-2: Thomas C. 

Ferelli (602) 882-0375; tferelli@gmail.com 

USS Ford FFG-54: Joe Snodgrass (217) 816-

2756; FFG_54reunion@yahoo.com 

USS Hamner DD-718: Patty Hathaway (301) 

262-5516; hamnerdd718@gmail.com

USS Iwo Jima Class LPH’s: Dena Rice (615) 

585-2088; denaiphone@bellsouth.net 

USS Little Rock Assn.: Robert Waltz (330) 

831-2641; rwaltz1@sbcglobal.net 

USS John Marshall SSBN/SSN-611: Dave 

Cosgrove (757) 876-8167; subdude.dave@

gmail.com 

USS Newport News CA-148: Al Siegel (818) 

451-9158; oedivca148@gmail.com 

USS O’Bannon DD-987/450/177: O.J. Palmer 

(406) 224-8258; ojpalmer41@yahoo.com 

USS Ogden LPD-5 including Marine Corps 

Veterans: Mark Stephens (570) 640-1094; 

ussogdenlpd5@gmail.com   

USS Okanogan APA-220 Organization: Dave 

Meierhoff (620) 340-7406; drmcsm@

gmail.com 

USS Ranger CVA/CV-61: Larry Schmuhl (972) 

672-0561; ussrangerreunionassociation@

gmail.com 

USS Sam Houston SSBN/SSN-609: Howard 

Dobson (302) 764-1197; howardvaldob-

son@verizon.net

USS Savage DE/DER-386: Tom Hendricks 

(406) 788-1399; tjhendricks33@gmail.com 

or usssavage.org 

USS Thomas A. Edison SSBN/SSN-610: 

Richard Boorman (860) 658-9171; rjboor-

man@yahoo.com  

PROPOSED
11th Ord. Co., DAS, Ft Devens, Mass.: Lonas 

Kralik (951) 217-3669 or (951) 679-3911 

CLAIMS
Readers are urged to help these vet s seek ing 

claim sub stan ti a tion state ments. Respond 

directly to the per son list ed at the end of the 

claim as sis tance re quest. This service is pro-

vided for VFW members who are in the process 

of filing a VA claim. Please email your claim to 

magazine@vfw.org.

Air Force

557 RED HORSE, Osan Air Base, Korea, 

Sept. 1968-Oct. 1969 — Seeking anyone 

who served with me to substantiate a claim 

for Agent Orange. Dennis Schmidt (920) 475-

5777; fieldmouse48@gmail.com     

Navy

Naval Ordinance Test Station, NAF Ordi-

nance, China Lake, California, May 1964-

Oct. 1967 — Seeking anyone who served 

with me to substantiate a claim for exposure 

to Agent Orange resulting from C-130 testing 

MK24 parachute flares. John T. Huffman 

(913) 634-8321; jhuffman@kc.rr.com    
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Add to 
your favorite scent 
and enjoy more  
romantic attention. 
Scientifically-proven 
to work. See website

athenainstitute.com 

610.827.2200 

INCREASE AFFECTION  

♥ Dirk, PhD (FL) 10X reorder. “I teach physics 
in the local high school. Just after I began using 
10X at the school, which had 36 women 
teachers, I was called into the principal’s office. 
She said, ‘You are affecting the women 
teachers. There is something about you 
that affects them, can you tone it down?’”

P     v                               
    d           l                 b g    
Am         dl   v                   l     ! 
O                   l d         g   l 1859-1909 
I d    H  d     , 1913-1938 B    l     k l   d 
1916-1945 M         lv   d m ,  ll    G  d    
V    G  d q  l   . Our choice of dates based 

on availability. R g. $12.95. NOW: $7.95 
(#46687). NO ON-APPROVAL COINS SENT.  
30-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. 

International Coins & Currency
62 R dg  S     , D   . N6089, M     l   , VT 05602

1-800-451-4463
www.   o n. om/N6089

 o n          

Pocket 
Change of 
the Past

P     v                               
 o n           o n           o n           o n           o n          

FREE
Shipping:
N6089
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I
t is important to know that acci-

dents can happen anywhere and 

at any time. Accidents may occur 

while you are driving, trimming trees at 

home, while you are at work, or while 

you are on vacation. 

Accidents claim far too many lives 

in the most unexpected ways. Sudden 

fatal accidents like these can leave fam-

ilies in despair. In such events, families 

not only have to deal with the emotion-

al loss of  the death of  their loved one, 

but they also may have to deal with a 

financial loss. 

Put yourself  in that situation. 

Imagine you were in a fatal car acci-

dent. Is your family going to be able to 

make up for your lost income? Will they 

be able to keep up with the bills? Will 

they have to sell the family home? How 

will you be able to provide for them if  

you are not there? They may very well 

need extra money to make ends meet as 

they try to rebuild their lives. 

With these unexpected dangers that 

could happen at any time, it is import-

ant to have a strong safety net, such 

as an accidental death insurance plan. 

Typically, an accidental death insur-

ance plan is coverage on top of  any 

other insurance you might already have 

through your work or that you may 

have set up on your own. 

Think of  it as a financial cushion. If  

tragedy should strike, your family will 

not have to worry about covering the 

bills and can instead focus on moving 

ahead with their lives.

For more information on this cov-

erage, call the VFW Member Benefits 

Department at 1-800-821-2606.

MEMBER BENEFITS | PERKS OF VFW MEMBERSHIP

Help Prepare Your Family for  

the Unexpected
Service Dogs for VeteransService Dogs for Veterans

and First Responders with Disabilitiesand First Responders with Disabilities

LEARN A OUT ELIGI ILITY

& APPLY TODAY!

VetDogs.org/VFM

CUSTOMIZED 

TRAINING

ALWAYS 

FREE
REDUCED

WAIT TIMES

CUSTOMIZED 

TRAININGTRAINING

ALWAYS ALWAYS 

FREEFREE

REDUCEDREDUCED

WAIT TIMESWAIT TIMES
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Prices valid through 8/31/2024           Plus Shipping & Handling           1.833.839.8387            VFWSTORE.ORG

M
ADE IN

VFW GRAVE MARKER 
Emblem measures 4¼" 
3503 $14.00

U.S. VETERAN GRAVE 
MARKER  Anodized zinc 
alloy made to last. Emblem 
measures 6" with 17½" 
aluminum rod. Flag holder 
attachment on back. Flag sold 
separately.    3205  $19.95

VFW BRONZE GRAVE 
MARKER Flag holder 
attachment on back. 
Emblem measures 5" 
with 17½" rod. Flag sold 
separately. 3500  $64.00  

M
ADE IN

THERMOPLASTIC GRAVE MARKERS Withstand 
temperatures from - 20˚ to 150˚ F. Flag holder 
attachment on back. 16" metal rod. Flag sold separately.

U.S. VETERAN GRAVE 
MARKER Emblem 
measures 6"  
3509     $14.00

M
ADE INM

ADE IN

M
ADE IN

GRAVE MARKER 
FLAGS   Printed 
cotton fabric with 
hemmed edges, 
mounted on white-
wood staff with gilded 
spearhead. In multi-
ples of 12 only. In 2 
sizes. (5/16" dowel).

*2150 8 x 12" flag, 24" staff
 1 dozen $16.00
 6 dozen $90.00
 12 dozen $168.00 

*2151 12 x 18" flag, 30" staff
 1 dozen $22.00
 6 dozen $126.00
 12 dozen $240.00
*Must be purchased by the dozen.

TOUGH-TEX FLAGS
Long lasting, heavyweight
 2317 3 x 5’ $42.00

 2318 4 x 6’ $52.00

 2319 5 x 8’ $82.00

NYL-GLO FLAGS
Flies in the lightest breeze
 2307 3 x 5’ $29.00

 2308 4 x 6’ $45.00

USA FLAGS

RED FRIDAY T-SHIRT
Sublimated design 
with VFW logo on 
left sleeve. Unisex 
sizing. 92/8 polyester/
spandex. Imported, 
decorated in the USA.   
7647  S-XL $35.00

2XL $40.00
3XL $42.50
4XL $45.00

VFW COOLING TOWEL
Fight fatigue and 
minimize heat stress. 
Cool fiber. 32" x 7".
1216    $10.00

M
ADE IN

EAGLE CAP Six-panel, 
medium profile cap, hook-
and-loop back adjuster. 
Made in USA.  7124  $24.95
While quantities last.

VFW STAINLESS 
STEEL TUMBLER
20 oz. double wall, 
stainless steel, 
copper lining and 
plastic lid. Keeps 
drinks cold for 24 
hours and liquids 
hot for 5½ hours.  
Hand wash.  
3141    $15.95

FLAG PIN 1 x ½" 
1773  $1.50 

PRAYING HANDS 
PIN 1¼"
1917  $2.50    



How a Safe Step Walk-In Tub 
can change your life

THERAPY, SAFETY AND INDEPENDENCE

A Safe Step Tub can 
help increase mobility, 
boost energy and 
improve sleep.

Remember when…

Think about the things you loved to 

do that are diffi cult today — going for 

a walk or just sitting comfortably 

while reading a book. And remember 

the last time you got a great 

night’s sleep? 

As we get older, health issues or 

even everyday aches, pains and stress 

can prevent us from enjoying life. 

So what’s keeping you from having 

a better quality of life? 

Check all the conditions that apply 

to you. 

Then read on to learn how a Safe Step 

Walk-In Tub can help.

Feel better, sleep better, 
live better

A Safe Step Walk-In Tub lets you 

indulge in a warm, relaxing bath that 

can help relieve life’s aches, pains 

and worries. 

It’s got everything you should look for 

in a walk-in tub:

•  Heated Seat – Providing soothing 

warmth from start to fi nish.

•  MicroSoothe® Air Therapy System 

– helps oxygenate and soften skin 

while offering therapeutic benefi ts.

•  Pain-relieving therapy – Hydro 

massage jets target sore muscles and 

joints.

•  Safety features – Low step-in, grab 

bars and more can help you bathe 

safely and maintain your 

independence.

•  Free Shower Package – shower while 

seated or standing.

Personal Checklist:

 Arthritis  Dry Skin

 Insomnia  Anxiety

 Diabetes Mobility Issues

  Lower Back   Poor 
Pain     Circulation

Call now toll free

1-800-766-3036
for more information and for our Senior Discounts. 

Financing available with approved credit.

Personal Hygiene 
Therapy System 
and Bidet 

Hydro-Jet Water Therapy – 
10 Built-In Variable-Speed 
Massaging Water Jets

Wider Door, 
The Industry’s 
Leading Low Step-In

Foot 
Massaging 
Jets

Anti-Slip Tub Floor

Complete 
Lifetime Warranty 
on the Tub

Heated Seat and Back

New Rapid Fill 
Faucet

MicroSoothe® Air 
Therapy System

Electronic Keypad

16 Air Bubble Jets

www.BuySafeStep.com

Scan me

Safe Step includes more standard therapeutic 
and safety features than any other tub on the market, 

plus the best warranty in the industry:

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS 15% OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-800-766-3036
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 

any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000
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AN ACORN STAIRLIFT IS THE 
PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:

*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other off ers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards
purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention
this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV 
WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5, AK 134057. HIC.0656293

CALL NOW
AND SAVE!







®

SPECIAL OFFER

$250 OFF
CALL TODAY & RECEIVE

TOWARD THE PURCHASE

OF AN ACORN STAIRLIFT!*

Plus receive your FREE stairlift
buying guide, info kit & DVD!

Arthritis/COPD suff erers

Those with mobility issues

Anyone who hurts using the stairs

Toll-free: 800-796-5987   |   Free Shipping on orders over $100

Visit DRPower.com today 

to shop or request a free catalog!

DO IT RIGHT WITH DR
®

POWER

PRO XL

Discover the Power and 
Precision of a DR®

Trimmer Mower 

• 5X the power of a 
handheld trimmer

• Trim precisely 
without arm 
fatigue

•  Mow where 
a bladed 
mower 
can’t

Devour Brush Piles with 
a DR® Chipper Shredder

• Chip and shred with power 
to spare

• Bigger engines that chew 
up the competition

• Built USA 
tough for 
smooth, 
reliable 
operation

PRO 420

The DR® Versa-Trailer is the 
Ultimate Off road Trailer

• Hauls up to 2000 lbs. 
of wood, stone, 
soil, or other 
materials—even 
over rough terrain 

• Has a swinging 
boom for loading/
unloading rocks, 
logs, etc.

• Converts to 
a stake bed 
for hauling 
long loads

PRO 

XL2000



THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE.  RESULTS MAY VARY FROM PERSON TO PERSON. NO INDIVIDUAL RESULT SHOULD BE SEEN AS TYPICAL. 8

After age 40, it’s common 
knowledge that performance 
begins to decline in many 
men. However, a new, 
performance empowering pill 
is showing that any relatively 
healthy man can now enjoy 
long-lasting, and frequent 
intimacy – at any age.

This doctor-designed 
formula, created by leading 
anti-aging expert Dr. Al Sears, 
has already helped men 
overcome low and sinking 
libido -- and has recently 
undergone a potency-
enhancing update – with 
remarkable new results.

When the first pill -- 
Primal Max Black -- was 
first released, it quickly 
became a top-selling 
men’s performance helper, 
promoting intimacy across 
America.

It worked by supporting 
healthy testosterone levels. 
However, Dr. Sears soon 
realized that this isn’t the 
only challenge men face with 
performance. That’s when he 
turned his attention to blood 
flow.

And this became Primal 
Max Red.

THIS PROVEN 
SOLUTION IS MORE 
MECHANICAL THAN 

HORMONAL

Truth is, once blood flow 
slows down for men, no 
matter how exciting it is, it 
won’t be enough without the 
necessary amount…

So enjoying intimacy 
without healthy blood flow 
becomes difficult for most 
men.

Luckily, a Nobel prize-
winning scientist discovered 
the simple answer to help 
support performance 
strength and confidence -- by 
boosting vital blood flow -- 
and enhancing this essential 

performance function.

Using this landmark Nobel 
Prize as its basis, Primal Max 
Red enhanced healthy blood 
flow for untold millions of 
men around the world with 
the use of strong nitric oxide 
boosters. 

While Primal Max Black 
helped maintain optimal 
testosterone, Primal Max 
Red tackles a lesser-known 
challenge.

Director, Al Sears MD, 
who has authored over 500 
scientific papers and has 
appeared on more than 50 
media outlets including 
ABC News, CNN, ESPN, 
Discovery, Lifetime, and 
many more say, “Less than 
optimal blood flow can be 
part of a huge problem that 
affects a lot of men.  And it 
needed to be addressed once 
and for all, so men would 
not dwell on it. Then, once 
we optimized it and had a 
great deal of success, we set 
out to see if we could do even 
better.”

The former formula had 
excellent results. However, 
new research showed that 
for even faster, anytime, 
anywhere results, increasing 
the dose of a key compound 
was needed.

So, one of the three 
nitric oxide boosters in 
the new Primal Max Red, 
L-Citrulline, was clinically 
boosted to 9000 mg, and 
the results were astounding. 
Which is no surprise 
considering that 5000 mg 
is considered a “normal 
amount” -- giving the new 
version nearly doubled the 
blood flow boosting power. 

Men who had previously 
been unsure about their 
power and stamina were 
overjoyed to be back to their 
old selves and to get and 
maintain a healthy bloodflow 

when they needed it.

BETTER BLOOD FLOW, 
STRONGER RESULTS

The best way to promote 
healthy blood flow throughout 
the body is with the use of 
Primal Max Red. By using it, 
when exciting signals leave 
the brain, blood flows much 
faster like it used to.

This critical action is how 
men across the country are 
enjoying full and satisfying 
performance at any age. 
No need to bother with 
testosterone-boosting shots, 
blue pills, or shady capsules 
that have no effect. 

Primal Max Red can 
effectively promote healthy 
blood flow that most men can 
use for maximum intimacy. 
This is leading to more greater 
capacity and satisfaction, 
coupled with long-lasting 
performance.

“There was a time when 
men had little control when it 
came to boosting their blood 
flow,” Dr. Sears said. “But 
science has come a long way 
in recent years. And now, 
with the creation of nitric 
oxide-boosting Primal Max 
Red, men can perform better 

than ever, and enjoy intimacy 
at any age.”

Now for men across 
America, it’s much easier 
to stay at their performance 
peak as they get older.

HOW TO GET PRIMAL 
MAX RED (AND FREE 
PRIMAL MAX BLACK):

To secure free bottles of Pri-
mal Max Black and get the 
hot, new Primal Max Red 
formula, buyers should con-
tact the Sears Health Hotline 
at 1-800-902-5489 TODAY. 
“It’s not available in retail 
stores yet,” says Dr. Sears. 
“The Hotline allows us to 
ship directly to the custom-
er.” Dr. Sears feels so strongly 
about Primal Max, all orders 
are backed by a 100% mon-
ey-back guarantee.  “Just 
send me back the bottle and 
any unused product within 90 
days from purchase date, and 
I’ll send you all your money 
back.”

Call NOW at 1-800-902-5489 
to secure your supply of Primal 
Max Red and free bottles 
of Primal Max Black. Use 
Promo Code VETPMAX324 
when you call. Lines are 
frequently busy, but all calls 
will be answered!

ADVERTISEMENT

A new discovery that increases nitric oxide availability was recently 
proven to boost blood flow 275% - resulting in improved performance.

New Blood Flow Breakthrough Helps Men Enjoy 
Strong, Long-Lasting Intimacy – At Any Age

Men across America are raving about a newly enhanced performance supplement that helps 
achieve healthy blood flow on demand
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SERVING YOU.

Membership eligibility and product restrictions apply and are subject to change. USAA means 
United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. The Department of the Navy does not 
endorse any company, sponsor or their products or services. MCCS Sponsor. No Federal or DoD 
endorsement implied. Paid ad. No federal endorsement of advertiser is intended. Neither the Coast 
Guard nor any other part of the federal government officially endorses any company, sponsor, or 
their products or services. © 2023 USAA. 291667-0323

OUR MISSION:

For 100 years and counting.

SCAN HERE



The Bradford Exchange Mint
9 3 0 7  M i l w a u k e e  A v e n u e  ·  N i l e s ,  I L  6 0 7 1 4 - 9 9 9 5

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                                       Zip

Email (optional)

Name (Please Print Clearly)
RESERVATION APPLICATION                 SEND NO MONEY NOW

GENUINE 
LEGAL 

TENDER

★
Front features President � omas Front features President � omas 

Je� erson’s classic portrait.Je� erson’s classic portrait.

★
Privately-enhanced with sepia-toned Privately-enhanced with sepia-toned 

photographic artwork saluting photographic artwork saluting 
America’s WWII heroes.America’s WWII heroes.

★
Your $2 Bill is o� ered in crisp, Your $2 Bill is o� ered in crisp, 

Uncirculated Condition and preserved Uncirculated Condition and preserved 
in a crystal-clear, sealed holder.in a crystal-clear, sealed holder.

Legal Tender $2 Bill Salutes
THE  DAY THAT WON THE WAR

LEGAL 
TENDER

80TH Anniversary

D-Day $2 Bill

1944 - 2024

78% o�  the 
regular price!

Eighty years ago, on June 6th, 1944, the heavily forti� ed coastline of 
Normandy in Occupied France became a site of unforgettable heroism, 
heartbreak, and timeless courage. On D-Day, at H-Hour, some 160,000 
Allied troops, 5,000 ships and 11,000 aircraft began the greatest 
amphibious assault in history. Code-named Operation Overlord, this 
pivotal battle became the day that won the war. The courage of our D-Day 
heroes made victory possible, ensuring our freedom for years to come. 
Now The Bradford Exchange Mint salutes the heroes of D-Day with this 
extremely limited U.S. legal tender $2 Bill. This privately-enhanced, legal 
tender currency can now be yours at a special price of just $9.99.  That’s 
a 78% savings versus the regular price of $39.99 (shipping and service 
is FREE). Genuine U.S. legal tender and coveted collector favorites, even 
ordinary $2 bills are rarely seen, making up less than 1% of all U.S. 
currency produced today. This of� cial $2 bill features third President 
Thomas Jefferson’s image on the front. What’s more, it has been privately 
enhanced by The Bradford Exchange Mint with custom sepia-toned 
photographic imagery that depicts Allied troops in action on D-Day. The 
back bears the famous presentation of the Declaration of Independence
to Congress. 

Reply Now!
How can we offer you this exclusive commemorative currency at 78% 
off?  We know that once you see just one of these striking and exclusive 
$2 Bill tributes honoring our “Greatest Generation” D-Day heroes you’ll 
want to purchase more of them, backed by our unconditional, 365-day 
guarantee. Your genuine, crisp, $2 Bill arrives in a crystal-clear, tamper-
proof holder. This could be your one-and-only opportunity to claim The 
80th Anniversary of D-Day $2 Bill at this special price. So respond now! 
As always, it is backed by our unconditional, 365-day guarantee. Future 
issues in The World War II Battles $2 Bills Collection will be sent about 
every month. You are under no obligation and need send no money now. 
You may cancel at any time. So respond now!

A crystal-clear, tamper-proof 
holder keeps your historic 

currency secure. ©2024 BGE  17-01829-061-ZD24QR

� e Bradford Exchange Mint is not a�  liated with the U.S. Government or U.S. Department of the Treasury

ACT TODAY AT BRADFORDEXCHANGE.COM/DDAYREDUCED

YES.   Please reserve The 80th Anniversary of D-Day $2 Bill for me as described 
in this announcement. I need send no money now. I am under no obligation. I 
understand that I can return my item free of charge. I will be billed prior to shipment.
              Limit: one per household. 

*$0 shipping and service on the � rst issue, and $6.99 shipping and service on subsequent issues, priced at $39.99 each. 
Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for delivery. This could be your only opportunity to reserve the � rst issue in The World War II Battles $2 Bills Collection with the 
opportunity to collect future issues. Your custom display box will ship with your third bill — FREE. Issues will arrive about once a month. You may cancel at any time by notifying us.

910964-E92801

SCAN HERE
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VFW IN ACTION | #STILLSERVING

H
eralded as one of  the old-

est of  its kind in the country, 

the Memorial Day parade in 

Doylestown, Pa., added a new feature 

to its longstanding tradition during its 

155th annual event last year.

Spearheaded by VFW Post 175 to 

accommodate its senior veterans and 

those wheelchair-bound, a new seating 

area was designated to make it easier for 

them to attend the parade, which aver-

ages about 15,000 spectators per year. 

“Prime viewing areas are occupied 

hours before the 10 a.m. start, and due 

to street closures, access to the parade 

route is challenging, as is nearby park-

ing,” Post 175 Commander Steve 

Fischer said. “In the past, these circum-

stances have made it difficult for senior 

veterans, wheelchair-bound and/or 

those residing in area nursing homes to 

attend the parade.”

Fischer, who on behalf  of  Post 175 

brought the idea to the Doylestown 

parade committee prior to the parade 

last year, left city hall pleased with the 

answer he had received. 

“Doylestown Borough Parks and 

Facilities Department decided to set 

aside a prime viewing area for senior 

veterans and their families,” Fischer 

said. “They brought a 40-seat bleacher 

and two portable restrooms.”

The bleachers and portable bath-

rooms were set up along a stretch of  the 

1.5-mile route, which begins at the local 

high school and moves east and north 

and back east toward the Doylestown 

Cemetery, where it ends with a 30-min-

ute memorial service, during which vet-

erans of  Doylestown place wreaths to 

honor their own.

In order to get the veterans to the 

designated seating area during the 

event, the parade committee also coor-

dinated with Doylestown police and 

public works departments to allow shut-

tle and private vehicles carrying senior 

veterans to access an adjacent space 

designated for dropoff and parking.

“As this was the first time this was 

done, the Post decided not to fully pro-

mote the area but anticipated a larg-

er crowd,” said Post 175 member and 

Senior Committee Chairman Michael 

Olenick. “We also received help from 

Doylestown American Legion Post 210 

and their Legion youth baseball team, 

who set up 40 seats next to the bleach-

ers provided by the borough.”

On Memorial Day, Post 175 mem-

bers welcomed more than 60 senior vet-

erans and their families into the private 

viewing area for prime seating along a 

leg of  the 155th annual parade. As they 

sat down, Post members presented them 

with baseball caps that had their respec-

tive service embroidered on them. 

With many of  them coming from 

one of  the eight local nursing homes in 

the area, Olenick added that their grat-

itude left an impression on him.  

“The response was overwhelming,” 

Olenick said. “Other veterans groups 

during the parade would stop, face the 

bleachers and salute them. Emotions 

were very high. The senior veter-

ans and family members who attend-

ed were most appreciative of  this and 

were still talking about it and thanking 

us well after the event.”

To build on the success of  the parade 

last year, Post 175 members plan on 

adding another element to the senior 

veterans viewing area for the upcoming 

156th annual Doylestown Memorial 

Day parade on May 27. 

They hope to enlarge the seating 

area to include disabled veterans, as 

well as providing a tent with snacks and 

refreshments and additional volunteers 

to help, since many Post members par-

ticipate in the marching that takes place 

during the parade.

“We think this is a very import-

ant thing to continue to build upon,” 

Olenick said. “This parade honors 

those who gave their all for this country, 

and our senior veterans deserve to have 

the opportunity to pay their respects to 

them, some of  whom were known to 

our senior veterans.”      J

EMAIL irodriguez@vfw.org

A VFW Post in Pennsylvania 

worked with its city to pro-

vide a viewing area for senior 

veterans during one of the 

country’s oldest Memorial 

Day parades.  

BY ISMAEL RODRIGUEZ JR. 

‘The Response Was Overwhelming’

Senior veterans and their families watch the 155th annual Doylestown Memorial Day parade 

from a new viewing area spearheaded by VFW Post 175 on May 29, 2023, in Doylestown, Pa. 
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© 2024 Consumer Cellular, Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Customers who sign up before December 31, 2024 get up to $25 off their first invoice. This offer is for new and existing customers 
and can be redeemed only at an account level, line levels excluded. This offer is good for $25 off the first invoice, and any remaining credit from offer is forfeited if not used during this period. If the account 
becomes inactive for any reason prior to receiving the full amount, any remaining credits will be forfeited. Offer may be modified or discontinued at any time. Offer is stackable and not redeemable for cash, 
has no cash value and is not transferable or refundable. New service activation on approved credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited data plans, 
access to high-speed data will be reduced after 50GB of use, and you will experience slower speeds for the remainder of your billing cycle. The totals shown here are costs for monthly service only. They do not 
include any state or local taxes. Plans include a $5 monthly credit for participation in AutoPay and E-Billing. If you’re not completely satisfied within 30 days (data use is limited to 500MB) of activation of your 
service, cancel and pay nothing.

OUR NO-CONTRACT PLANS INCLUDE UNLIMITED TALK AND TEXT

MONTH

50

Unlimited
Unlimited Talk & Text

MONTH

40

15GB
Unlimited Talk & Text

MONTH

20

1GB
Unlimited Talk & Text

MONTH

35

10GB
Unlimited Talk & Text

Plus, Add Lines to Any Plan for Just $15.

FAST, RELIABLE 
 NATIONWIDE 5G COVERAGE.

SWITCH & 
GET $25 OFF.GET $25 OF
Thank You, Veterans. 
Honoring Service with Savings.

USAA AND AARP MEMBERS RECEIVE ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS ON MONTHLY SERVICE

(888) 631-8786 VET25CALL US AT MENTION CODE

OR VISIT US ONLINE AT   ConsumerCellular.com/8786




